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Government lunacy and local loss….makes you think! 

Chairman’s Introduction 
Over recent weeks we’ve read of the feared effects of Brexit as EU Leaders posture over what this 
will mean for UK. As mentioned in the last NL, Jean-Claude Juncker is pushing the European Army 
project with suggestions of withdrawal from NATO, while President Putin promotes even more state 
genocide through the Assad regime in Syria. Meanwhile in Germany the refugee problem is leading 
to public reaction in the ballot box and change in the policies of Angela Merkel’s Government. One 
fears to throw into this mix the Presidential election in the USA and what that is going to mean in 
terms of global defence. And here at home my newspaper in its report on the leader of the 
opposition’s speech at his party conference makes no mention of him having stated anything about 
security and the defence of the realm. 
We do indeed “live in interesting times”. This quotation is variously 
attributed to the ancient Chinese, but was used by Joseph 
Chamberlain in the late 19th Century, but more apocryphally by 
Austen Chamberlain (brother of the then PM) in the late 1930’s, 
when he commented on the run up to WW2. Let us all pray that 
such a similar outcome can be avoided again. 
Isn’t it madness that our soldiers can be hounded by money chasing 
human rights lawyers paid out of public funds? If ever there was a 
case of a need to lobby your MP the time might be now. Read inside 
an article with some of the detail on this shocking development. 
To the local scene, we have very sadly lost a senior and eminent 
member, Dicky Bird. We will all miss his infectious humour and 
unstinting support and questions at our supper talk evenings and 
our thoughts are with Bennie at this time. A few words follow – P2 . 
Leaving us shortly is Lynda Chetwood for a new life in Australia. 
Lynda has been a stalwart of the Group as an Executive member and formerly Membership Secretary 
and Newsletter compiler. We all wish her well ‘down under’ and look forward to some robust 
reporting from Oz – note her farewell supper on 4th October. Thank you Lynda for all your hard work 
over recent years and article herein. 
I recently had the pleasure of attending St John's Church at Hutton Roof. (This is the former parish 
church of the decorated WW1 military chaplain the Rev Theodore Bayley Hardy, VC, DSO and MC.)  
The folk music and storytelling outfit Harp and a Monkey were performing their nationally acclaimed 
WW1 show as part of an Arts Council England and the Western Front Association sponsored event, 
led by Martin Purdy. He is certainly a man of many talents (members may remember his talk on 
Westfield War Memorial Village) and has a very good singing voice. Although I was somewhat 
surprised to hear in Church a song about VD, albeit the dangers of catching it! 
Articles follow which we hope will be of great interest. But first please book up for the events listed 
below – your attendance is vital to the success of our busy programme.  
Also be aware that our website address has changed and is now lmhg.org.uk 

Captain John Lean  

 Winter/Spring Events   

Thu 13 Oct: Talk by Chris Robson on The Border Rievers and Anglo-Scottish Warfare  
Skerton Liberal Club, 7.15 for supper (£5pp), 8pm talk.  Please book asap with Peter Dew 
 

Oct.  Cadet Competition sadly cancelled due to lack of a Cadet Forces co-ordinator. 
 

 Thu 27 Oct: Combined Lancaster University/LMHG talk in the George Fox Lecture Theatre at 7pm: 
     Prof Eric Gregory 'Globalizing and Localizing the Great War'.  To follow, Cold Buffet with wine 

        £15pp – please book before 18th Oct with Brian Jefferson 

Tue 13 Dec:  Cadet Carol Service at 7.30, The Chapel at University of Cumbria (aka Bowerham) 
 

Spring 17(Date TBD).  Professor Eric Grove, ‘1917 Unrestricted Submarine Warfare’.  LMHG/Uni talk 
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Colonel John “Dickie” Bird O.B.E. 
Warm tributes have been paid to Colonel John 'Dickie' Bird, a 
distinguished soldier and active supporter of Lancaster 
Military Heritage Group, who died on August 22 aged 88 
after a short illness. 
As a third generation soldier, John Bird was certainly made 
for a career in the Army. Always known as “Dickie” he signed 
on at just 15 as a mechanic. This was quickly followed by 
general infantry training where he was selected for officer 
training and commissioned into the Buffs. In 1949 he was 
granted a regular army commission in the Loyal Regiment 
(North Lancashire) and took up duties with the 1st Loyals in 
Famagusta, Cyprus. Many overseas postings followed 
through the Suez Canal Zone, Jordan, Yugoslavia and  Austria. 
In 1952, John married Ruth who he had met in Suez. Further moves followed to the Persian Gulf and then to Malaya, 
conducting operations to eliminate the communist insurgency. He was selected for staff college and then took over 
as Brigade Major of 126 Infantry Brigade and North West Lancs area at Bowerham Barracks, Lancaster, where he 
played rugby for the Vale of Lune. With promotion came more travel and from 1961 to 1964, John served in 
Germany, Cyprus and on peacekeeping operations in Kenya and Swaziland, before returning home to a staff 
appointment at the war office in London. Three years were spent in Malta and Libya before John took a staff 
appointment in Canberra, Australia in the Diplomatic Corps, where he first met his second wife Bennie.  Promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel he commanded the King's Division Depot at Fulwood Barracks and was awarded the OBE. 
Settling in Bilsborrow in the seventies, John and Ruth joined the local community during the later years of his career. 
A stalwart of the local Parish Council, Cairman of the Trustees of the War Memorial, a member of Preston Lions Club 
and the Preston Cecilian Choral Society, he also joined LMHG in 2008. As if this wasn’t enough John was for many 
years the Regimental Secretary of the Queen's Lancashire Regiment and was made a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Lancashire in 1988. 
Highly regarded and a man of many parts, John held a restricted commercial pilot's licence and offshore skippers 
certificate and used to fly and or sail the future officer recruits assessing ability. But John's favourite pastime was as 
an accomplished cartoonist, using his old army tag of 'Dickie Bird Cartoons', which he contributed to the Soldier 
Magazine and for use on Christmas cards. 
Following the loss of his wife, John subsequently married Berenice, who survives him, as do two of his three 
daughters,  Leslie, and Stephanie, and Anne’s two 2  children.  

 

Charity Donations after AFD 2016 
On a drizzly morning in September we were delighted to hand 
over cheques for £2,000 to each of Combat Stress and SSAFA at a 
ceremony in Lancaster Castle. Tony Phillips of Combat Stress 
(right) and (below) Malcolm Smith from SSAFA were presented 
with the cheques by LMHG Chairman John Lean. Tony Martin (in 

blue jacket) and Pete Neaves 
(wearing para beret) were 
event organisers in the Castle 
and Morecambe respectively. 
 

 
 
 

Group picture (left) 

of LMHG, Combat 

Stress and SSAFA 

representatives in 

the courtyard of 

Lancaster Castle, 

where AFD was 

hosted by the Duchy 

of Lancaster on 

Saturday 25th June.                                      
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Prosecution of Troops must STOP!! 
British troops prosecuted for alleged abuses in Iraq and Afghanistan may face 
having their pay docked by the Ministry of Defence to cover their legal costs. 
The move was last night branded “outrageous and penny-pinching” by 
campaigners who pointed out that law firms representing the soldiers’ Iraqi and 
Afghan accusers have had their cases funded by legal aid. 
Theresa May, the Prime Minister, has apparently held talks with military chiefs in 
an attempt to quell the growing row over criminal cases being brought against 
troops who served in both wars. She is believed to have met the heads of the 
Army, Navy and RAF, as well as the chief of defence staff, and told them that she 
would not allow “abuse of the legal system” by law firms bringing cases against 
British soldiers. 
Veterans are risking financial ruin in attempting to defend themselves against 
criminal allegations of abuse in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Troops who have a disposable income of more than £12,475 a year will not qualify 
for full legal aid and will have to foot at least some of their legal bills themselves. 
Lawyers who specialise in military cases said that the money would be taken from 
their wages in advance – in five monthly instalments. 
Higher ranked soldiers with a disposable income of above £37,500 will have to foot their entire defence costs. 
A complex criminal trial defence would run into tens of thousands of pounds. In contrast, law firms representing Iraqi 
civilians who have accused troops of war crimes and other serious offences have been paid millions of pounds in 

legal aid to bring cases against them. 
Politicians who sent the troops to war are entitled to 
claim their legal costs from the taxpayer for any legal 
action brought against them by families of dead soldiers, 
under established protocols. 
The MoD confirmed that the legal costs of troops taken 
to court would not automatically be paid. 
The MoD is funding multi-million pound inquiries into 
soldiers’ actions in Iraq and Afghanistan but they are hair-
splitting over the money for solicitors’ costs.  Hilary 
Meredith,  
Solicitor 

  
Nigel Kelsall, who runs the UK Veterans One Voice campaign group, said: “The Government is quite happy to send 
troops overseas to war, but then quite happy to prosecute the troops who are just doing their jobs. 
“Legal costs should be paid by the Ministry of Defence. It is outrageous and penny-pinching that they don’t.”  
Rules on funding for military personnel facing courts martial are governed by a complex set of criteria laid out in an 
obscure defence notice. 
The MoD can pay a defendant’s legal costs, but can also choose not to do so “if the department believes that the 
individual was acting outside the scope of his or her employment”. 
The Armed Forces runs its own legal aid system, and just as with civilian legal aid, military suspects are means tested 
before they qualify for free or subsidised defence lawyers. 
In almost all cases, serving soldiers earn more than the legal aid minimum, ruling them out of a free defence lawyer. 
Those who have a disposable income of between £12,475 and £37,500 may be entitled to some contribution 
towards costs. That contribution is calculated by the Armed Forces Criminal Legal Aid Authority. 
Lewis Cherry, a solicitor who specialises in defending soldiers at courts martial, including veterans accused of a 
variety of crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan, said: “In all the years these rules have been in place, the military have 
never supported a single individual by paying his legal contributions before trial.”  
“I don’t understand how Number 10 can claim soldiers are being supported through the judicial process” Johnny 
Mercer, Conservative MP and former soldier, has stated. 
Hilary Meredith, a solicitor whose clients include a major facing prosecution for manslaughter in Iraq, said: “Why are 
we holding our servicemen to the same principles as common criminals? The MoD is funding multi-million pound 
inquiries into soldiers’ actions in Iraq and Afghanistan but they are hair-splitting over the money for solicitors’ costs.” 
 The Iraq Historic Allegations Team (Ihat) is investigating almost 1,500 cases of mistreatment and unlawful killings in 
Iraq. A major could be the first person prosecuted on the recommendation of Ihat. 
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        Helmand in 2011 (Jason P Howe) 
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Recently, a spokesman for Theresa May said it was “right that we continue to support anyone from the Armed 
Forces involved in an investigation or inquiry and they will receive appropriate support, including legal advice where 
necessary”. 
 Johnny Mercer, a Conservative MP and former soldier who has 
called for criminal investigations into alleged abuses in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to be scrapped,   said: “I don’t understand how Number 
10 can claim soldiers are being supported through the judicial 
process. I can only assume the Prime Minister was not personally 
involved in the issuing of this statement.”  
An MoD spokesman said: “All those interviewed after caution in Ihat 
investigations have received publicly-funded legal advice and 
assistance. 
“If their case is referred to trial, they are eligible to apply for support 
and our dedicated legal aid body would contact them to ensure they 
receive what they are entitled to – the MoD can, in appropriate 
cases, decide to fund legal support at trial without means testing.”  
 
What is IHAT? 
The Iraq Historic Allegations Team (Ihat) was set up by the Labour government in 2010 to examine allegations of 
abuse, including murder and torture, made by hundreds of Iraqi civilians by British armed forces 
How many cases have they examined? 
The investigative team, led by a team of retired police officers, has looked at 1,490 cases of abuse, the vast majority 
brought to the unit's attention by Public Interest Lawyers, which closed down in the summer after being stripped of 
legal aid funding over alleged irregularities in connection with a number of Iraqi claims. 
What offences have been alleged? 
They range from alleged murder to low-level violence from the start of the military campaign in Iraq, March 2003, 
through to the major combat operations of April 2003 and the following years spent maintaining security and 
mentoring and training Iraqi security forces. 
Why has Ihat been criticised? 
It has been accused of "betraying" veterans after Sunday Telegraph revelations that three servicemen, including a 
decorated major, could become the first troops to be prosecuted over the death of an Iraqi teenager 13 years ago. 
The decision to consider charges follows a 2006 military investigation that cleared the three men of wrongdoing. 
How have veterans responded? 
Hilary Meredith, the lawyer acting for the major, who has not been identified, condemned the recommendation to 
prosecute her client. She said he was awarded two medals for bravery and is now suffering mental and physical 
health problems.                 

 
 

             141 Days: 
The Battle of the Somme 

The Regimental Museum is still showing their exhibition of the 
Somme and which includes the Centenary of the act of gallantry from 

which Private James Miller of the 7th Battalion was awarded his  
Victoria Cross. If members have not already visited the display, they 

still have time to do so. 
  

King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum 

                                                            Lancaster City Museum 
                                                             Market Square 

                                                            Lancaster, LA1 1HT 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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       Johnny Mercer on active service in Afghanistan 

Exhibition generously supported by: 
Sir John Fisher Foundation 

Army Museums Ogilby Trust 
www.kingsownmuseum.com  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/iraq-historic-allegations-team-ihat
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/09/17/anger-as-three-soldiers-warned-they-face-prosecution-over-iraqi/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/09/17/anger-as-three-soldiers-warned-they-face-prosecution-over-iraqi/
http://www.kingsownmuseum.com/


Royal Flying Corps – The Middle Year (1916) 
The rapid change in capability of aircraft and technology that occurred in the first 
year of the Great War led to a re-think of air policy and following Sir David 
Henderson's return from commanding the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) in France to 

the War Office in August 1915, he submitted a scheme to the Army Council, which was intended to expand the 
command structure of the Corps. The Corps' wings would be grouped in pairs to form brigades and the commander 
of each brigade would hold the temporary rank of brigadier-general. The scheme met with Lord Kitchener's approval 
and although some staff officers opposed it, the scheme was adopted.  

The following brigades were established (the date of establishment is shown in parentheses): 

 I Brigade (16 January 1916) 

 II Brigade (23 October 1915) 

 III Brigade (16 January 1916) 

 IV Brigade (1 April 1916) 

 V Brigade (15 December 1915) 

 VI Brigade (15 January 1916) 

 Middle East Brigade (1 July 1916) 

 Palestine Brigade (5 October 1917) 

 VII Brigade (October 1917) 

 Training Brigade (Middle East) (14 December 
1917) 

 VIII Brigade (28 December 1917) 

Major General Hugh Trenchard took over from Sir David Henderson as the 
commander of the Royal Flying Corps in France and his time in command was 
characterised by three priorities. First was his emphasis on support to and co-
ordination with ground forces. This support started with reconnaissance and 
artillery co-ordination and later encompassed tactical low-level bombing of 
enemy ground forces. While Trenchard did not oppose the strategic bombing 
of Germany in principle, he opposed moves to divert his forces on to long-
range bombing missions as he believed the strategic role to be less important 
and his resource to be too limited. Secondly, he stressed the importance of 
morale, not only of his own airmen, but more generally the detrimental effect 
that the presence of an aircraft had upon the morale of opposing ground 
troops. Finally, Trenchard had an unswerving belief in the importance of 
offensive action. 
 
On May 31st 1915, a German Zeppelin had attacked London after travelling 400 miles without being attacked by 
Allied forces. In the subsequent bombing raid, 5 civilians were killed and 35 were injured. By the scale of what was 
occurring on the Western and Eastern Fronts, the casualties were tiny. However, the impact on Londoners was huge. 
Suddenly warfare had arrived in the capital of the UK. On June 13th 1915, 14 Gotha bombers attacked London. A 
bomb hit an infant school in Poplar and 18 children were killed and many were injured. While the government-
controlled media concentrated on the evils of the German nation, the people of London started to fear what they 
called “frightfulness” from the air. The desire for revenge was overwhelming and Trenchard understood the need to 
respond effectively. He believed that an enemy’s government could be severely weakened if civilians became 
specific targets. A civilian population that feared constant attack would be enveloped in panic and the government of 
that nation would have to take heed of this. Such was the domestic background that shaped thinking in the future air 
war across the channel, not much later in the Middle East (Palestine and Iraq). 

On the Western Front German command of the air had 
been in the form of the ‘Fokker Scourge’ and the need for 
a larger, better equipped RFC became obvious, and the 
process of raising many new British squadrons was 
started. In the short term, creating new units was easier 
than producing aircraft to equip them, and training pilots 
to man them. By July 1916 most ordinary RFC squadrons 
were still equipped with the BE.2c, which had already 
proved an easy target for the Fokker Eindecker. New types 
such as the Sopwith 1½ Strutter had to be transferred 
from production intended for the RNAS. Even more 
seriously, replacement pilots were being sent to France 
with pitifully few flying hours. 
Nonetheless, air superiority and an "offensive" strategy 
facilitated the greatly increased involvement of the RFC  
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the battle itself, in what was known at the time as "trench strafing" – in modern terms, close support. For the rest of 
the war, this became a regular routine, with both attacking and defending infantry in a land battle being constantly 
liable to attack by machine guns and light bombs from the air. At this time, counter fire from the ground was far less 
effective than it became later, when the necessary techniques of deflection shooting had been mastered.The Battle 
of the Somme started on 1 July 1916 and continued for 141 days until 18 November 1916. The battle was the largest 
of the First World War on the Western Front, stretching along 16 miles north of the Somme River.The enduring 
images from the Battle of the Somme are of soldiers climbing out of the trenches to face the onslaught of machine 
gun fire and barbed wire in No Man's Land. Yet the battle, which waged over 141 days in 1916, was a pivotal 
moment for the Royal Flying Corps (RFC), the predecessor to the Royal Air Force.  
 
The aerial battle in the skies above the Somme was the first time in the history of warfare that a deliberate air 
campaign was planned and executed to support ground operations. The RFC was tasked by Trenchard with achieving 
air superiority over the Somme sector before the British Fourth Army attacked to start the ground offensive. Their 
opposition was the German Army Air Service (GAAS) who had hitherto enjoyed a superiority based on their better 
aircraft, the Fokker Eindekker and technology, notably the interrupter mechanism that allowed them to fire forward 
through the propeller disc. 
Trenchard, directed his squadrons to accomplish six tactical tasks in order for the RFC to achieve aerial superiority 
over the Somme. These were:  
1) Aerial reconnaissance,  
2) Aerial photography, 
3) Observation and direction of artillery,  
4) Tactical bombing,  
5) `Contact' patrols in support of the infantry  
6) Air combat against the GAAS to enable achievement of the other five tasks.  
 
The real benefit of attaining air superiority was to allow freedom of movement for those aircraft assigned to observe 
and direct artillery fire; conduct photographic reconnaissance of enemy positions, troop movements and logistics 
routes and centres; maintain observation of friendly troops in the attack and through the use of fighter aircraft, 
prevent the enemy from doing the same.  
 
Theory however, does not always follow into reality. Following the seven-day Allied artillery bombardment of 
German lines, intended to destroy machine gun emplacements and trenches, the Allied infantry attacked on the 
assumption that such targets had been destroyed. This was meant to have been confirmed by reconnaissance flights 
by the RFC. However, low July cloud meant that such reconnaissance flights could not take place and in this sense 
the huge infantry attack that followed the artillery bombardment moved forward blind and on the assumption that 
all was well. Not the best start for Trenchard’s new offensive strategy. 

 
Before the Battle of the Somme the RFC mustered 421 
aircraft in 27 Squadrons, with 4 kite-balloon 
squadrons and 14 balloons. These made up four 
brigades, which worked with the four British armies. 
The RFC suffered high losses through rigidly adhering 
to the offensive strategy throughout the air campaign 
but when the battle ended, the RFC still controlled the 
skies above the Somme. While the ground campaign 
failed to accomplish most of its stated objectives, 
historians have argued that the air campaign was a 

victory for the RFC, but this was most probably Pyrrhic in view of the heavy aircrew casualties and aircraft losses. 
Throughout the whole of the Somme campaign, the RFC lost 800 aeroplanes with 252 crew killed (July-November 
1916). The re-supply of men and machines was an extraordinary achievement but such losses still indicated 
equipment and training problems which would take another year to resolve.  
After four months of bloody fighting the British and French had only penetrated six miles into German held territory. 
In July 1916 while the Battle of the Somme dragged on, the Middle-East Brigade of the RFC was formed under the 
command of Brigadier General W G H Salmond**, concentrating RFC units based in Macedonia, Mesopotamia, 
Palestine and East Africa under one unified command. In the Middle East units had to make do with older, often 
obsolete equipment before being given more modern aircraft. Despite their relatively small numbers the RFC gave 
valuable assistance to the Army in the eventual defeat of Turkish forces in Palestine, Trans Jordan and  

Mesopotamia (Iraq).                 6 



Wing Commander Richard Cecil (Butch) Patrick DFC, AFC 

Not all members will be aware that John Ferguson has a passionate interest in 
medals and this article highlights the attention to detail given to just one of his 
medal sets. Coastal Command is almost the ‘Cinderella’ of the RAF in WW2 but as 
this piece indicates there is exceptional skill involved in the airborne war at sea. 
(Editor note) 

 

Gallantry awards connected with the high profile activities of Fighter and 
Bomber command are quickly snapped up even at the very high prices they can 
command so when a DFC medal group to Wing Commander R C Patrick, who 
served with Coastal Command, appeared on a dealers list at a reasonable price I 
quickly bought them. This led to a research project that has taken me from the 
North East to Essex to Dorset and onto Western Canada to trace the career of a 
brave and dedicated pilot. 
Richard Patrick was born in Thornhill, Ontario, Canada in 1917 and first appeared 
on "the plot" when he joined RAF in 1938 and was appointed Acting Pilot Officer 

on Probation. He joined 206 Squadron in August 1939 and was confirmed as Flying Officer in September of the same 
year. In April 1942 Richard had risen to be Commanding Officer of the Squadron. Records show that during this 
period he had carried out many operational flying hours including an attack on a U Boat on 20th September 1939 
whilst flying in an Anson and many shipping strikes after conversion to Hudsons. Richard Patrick served with 206 
Squadron until 19th February 1944 when his Flying Log records his last flight as - A/S Patrol - Lagens Azores to Ste 
Eval returning to UK after operational tour with the Sqn. 
Whilst with 206 Squadron Butch Patrick was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). Public Record Office Air 
2/9251 has recommendation drafted 13th July 1941. This reads as follows -  
"Flying Officer R.C. Patrick has been a member of No.206 Squadron since August 1939, and has at all times set a high 
example of flying and devotion to duty. His qualities of endurance are exceptional, having completed 900 hours 
operational flying without showing any signs of strain. His willingness to seek and engage the enemy has always been 
an inspiration to the less experienced pilots of the unit. 
"The outstanding attacks which have been carried out by him against ground targets are: 
"(a) Two attacks on enemy dockyards in July 1940, when direct hits were registered in spite of accurate and intense anti-aircraft 
fire. 
"(b) A daring attack on De Kooy aerodrome, when he released his bombs at 400 feet scoring direct hits on aerodrome buildings. 

"Flying Officer Patrick has recently been employed on special long range operations in Hudson aircraft. These he has 
carried out most zealously and with the greatest accuracy." 
To the above, the Air Officer Commanding, No.19 Group, adds: 
"This officer was detailed for operation "Hooligan", and on one occasion having reached his destination and 
preparing to land, he was signaled not to pursue the operation further and so returned to base." 
Clearly a brave and committed pilot because in May 1942 he was awarded a bar to his DFC. The citation in the 
London Gazette is very brief but again the citation draft made impressive reading - 
"Squadron Leader Patrick, who has completed a second tour of operational duty, has been in command of his 
squadron since April 1942. During that period he has taken part in four attacks on U-Boats and has displayed flying 
ability of a high order. By his keenness and skill, he has set an inspiring example to the other members of his 
squadron." 
In his flying Log he records one submarine going down and bubbles coming up like Epsom Salts! 
From 206 Squadron he was transferred to 231 Squadron Transport Command and details of his service with this 
squadron are still being researched. What is known, is that Butch Patrick undertook the development of "The Pacific 
Service" flying from a base at San Diego in the USA in the role of Senior Captain of the route in which he was 
responsible for carrying out flying route checks with the Junior Captains. 
Whilst with 231 Squadron he certainly kept up very high standards of flying and on 7th September 1945 he was 
awarded the Air Force Cross (AFC).  
The citation was drafted when he had flown 3,500 hours, 1,699 on current duties, 540 in previous six months reads -  
"This officer is an excellent pilot and captain of aircraft and has proved himself to be an enthusiastic worker. Since the 
inauguration of the Pacific Service this officer has been based at San Diego and as the Senior Captain on the route, 
has performed all the route checks of the junior captains." 
Records and awards clearly show that Butch Patrick’s career with the RAF was long and distinguished. Rising from 
Pilot Officer in 1939, Flying Officer 1940, Flight Lieutenant 1942 to Squadron Leader 1944. In July of 1946 he was       
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granted a permanent commission and went on to become Wing Commander in 1955 finally retiring in October 1955 
after seventeen years of distinguished service and well over 3500 hours of operational flying. 
Butch Patrick did not just hang up his wings after his RAF career, he went on to found a very successful company 
involved in the supply of aircraft engineering components becoming very well known in that industry. 
Sadly Wing Commander Butch Patrick passed away at Colchester on 28th March 2005. Thanks to the discovery of his 
medals, a record of service and that of 206 Squadron will go 
forward for as long as medals are collected. 
I am greatly indebted to Robert Stitt ASct of Cowichan Bay, British 
Columbia, Canada for his providing a great deal of information, 
photographs and leads. This has been made possible as Robert is 
publishing a book - Boeing B-17 Fortress in RAF Coastal Command 
which I understand includes information on Butch Patrick and 206 
Squadron. See the 'Useful Information' section for details. 
Also my thanks to Ted Nelson who had flown with Butch Patrick and 
wrote to provide me with a copy of his flying log detailing the 
flights.         DFC & Bar - AFC - 1939-45 Star - Atlantic Star  

John Ferguson        Italy Star - Defence Medal - War Medal 1939-45 

 
 

 

Survivor, Escaper, Resistor, Translator, Sculptor and Author 

The story of Elizabeth Harrison, shown here in the photograph for her false identity card in 
Paris in 1942, belies the very Englishness of her name. She was in fact the daughter of a Jewish 
banker who had served in the Imperial German Army and was wounded at Verdun in 1916, 
Liesel Ethel Marie Lucas was born on 8th March 1923 in Dusseldorf and was educated at the 
city’s Goethe Lyzeum where, in 1933, every class began with teachers and pupils making the 
Nazi salute. This seed change in behaviour led her father to make plans for the family to leave 
Germany. At the end of October 1933 the family moved to Brussels, where Elizabeth continued 
her education at the Lycée de Saint Gilles, where she became a keen girl guide, an activity that 
would stand her in great stead in the coming years. In 1938 she travelled to Teddington on a 
school exchange programme and “immediately fell in love with England”. 
At the outbreak of war on 3rd September 1939, Elizabeth left school and started a one-year 
secretarial course, which on May 10 1940 was interrupted when the Germans invaded the Netherlands and Belgium. 
The Lucas family were arrested as Jewish immigrants but Elizabeth, her brother and their mother were later 
released; her father was held in an internment camp in the south of France for three months. 
With her mother and brother, Elizabeth headed for the French frontier but they were turned back because their 
temporary identity cards bore their German nationality. They ended up at the Belgian coastal town of La Planne 
where they came across groups of the retreating British Army. Shortly afterwards, the house they were sheltering in 
was shelled by the Germans and on May 31 they were “liberated” from the British by the Nazis. They were forced to 
return to Brussels and there she immediately offered her services to the Red Cross, starting work in the office that 
listed the missing and the dead. 
She remained in Brussels until July 1942, by which time Jews were required to wear the Star of David on their 
clothing. Her father decided to move the family, and they left for Paris, intending to travel south to cross the Line of 
Demarcation between Occupied France and the Vichy-held territory to 
the south. Then, after three failed attempts to leave Paris, they were 
smuggled on to a goods train from which they escaped at Givors in Vichy 
France. They were able to obtain papers indicating that they were 
Belgians. 
Elizabeth soon became involved with the Resistance, serving as a courier 
carrying messages to Lyon, an occupation that she did not divulge to her 
parents. She also assisted in distributing air-dropped supplies. After the 
liberation of southern France in August 1944 she appeared proudly 
wearing her FFI (Forces Françaises de l’Intérieur) armband when, to her 
amazement, she discovered that her father had also been helping the 
Resistance. 
Following the liberation she began work in a hospital caring for troops, 
including Germans and French civilians injured in air raids and 
bombardments. In October she returned to Brussels, where she started  
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working for the American Red Cross in the Civilian War Relief department, which had close links with the British Red    
 Cross. Working for the latter, she had the harrowing experience of helping released inmates of the concentration 
camps as they returned to Belgium and the Netherlands. With the work of the American Red Cross coming to an end 
in early 1946 Elizabeth transferred to the World’s Alliance of YMCAs – War Prisoners’ Aid. Some of the aid provided 
was for 64,000 German prisoners of war held in camps in the Low Countries. Speaking fluent German, French and 
English, her service as a translator was invaluable. 
By the summer of 1947, with the trials of the major war criminals at an end, other senior German military officers 
were to be tried. Before they were transported away from their special camp in Belgium, an inspection of their 
accommodation and facilities had to be carried out. Elizabeth Lucas was given the job of joining the inspection party 
as the German-speaking secretary. She was the first woman the prisoners had seen for almost two years. At one 
stage, two high-ranking German officers were standing guard outside a lavatory while a 24-year old German Jewish 
woman answered a call of nature. 
After the war she married a former British Army officer Alexander Manson and moved to South Africa and then 
Rhodesia. She later married John Harrison and returned to Britain in 1968. Ten years later she answered an 
advertisement for a secretary for the Royal Air Force Escaping Society, established by Marshal of the RAF Viscount 
Tedder in 1945 in response to the many hundreds of RAF evaders and escapers who wanted their “helpers” to be 
rewarded for their bravery, and to give financial assistance to the survivors and dependents of those who had lost 
their lives assisting them to escape. 
She was perfectly qualified to fill the role of secretary 
and for 18 years she devoted her life to maintaining links 
with evaders and their helpers across Europe. She 
attended countless reunions and made annual 
pilgrimages along the major escape routes. For her work 
she was appointed MBE in 1996. She had also been 
decorated by the Belgian Red Cross. 
Elizabeth was a talented sculptor and designed and 
created the RAF Escaping Society plaque, which was 
dedicated at the RAF church, St Clement Danes, on 21st 
June 1981, in the presence of the Queen Mother. 
Replicas are hung in the war museums of Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand in addition to others in 
Brussels, Overloon and Paris. She also designed the 
Valençay SOE Memorial, a 30 ft monument to those 
members of “F” Section of the SOE who lost their lives in 
France. The memorial was dedicated in the presence of  
the Queen Mother on May 6 1991, marking the 50th 
anniversary of the dispatch of “F” Section’s first agent to 
France.   
Elizabeth Harrison’s determination, courage and sense of adventure never deserted her. In her seventies she made 
three tandem parachute jumps to raise money for the RAF Escaping Society and other charities.  
Recently she wrote about her early life in a Kindle book, Receipt for a Dead Canary shown below. 
 
 

Receipt For A Dead Canary by Elizabeth Lucas Harrison 

Receipt for a Dead Canary is a fascinating and very moving account of this young Jewish 

girl born in Germany in the early 1920s. Her life was lived with little fanfare like so many 

of her generation, but throughout was a life of service which LMHG members may 

enjoy. 

At all times an outsider, she was in later life involved with the RAF Escaping Society, an 

organisation concerned with the 2,803 Royal Air Forces aircrew who were shot down 

during WWII and who either escaped from captivity or, in the majority of cases, evaded 

capture. Sadly, this fine lady passed away in July this year and it’s fitting that we still 

have this tribute to her life. Available as a ‘Kindle’ book,” Receipt for a Dead Canary” is a 

spirited first-hand account of rebellion, resistance and survival 
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The plaque shows an airman being helped by a girl and 

an older man, as another airman parachutes down 

nearby 



The First Son, 30 November 1875 - 1916  

Harry Chetwood, born in Hodnet, Shropshire, was oldest of the eight children (four boys, four girls) of William 
Chetwood and Esther Gregory.  William was a devout and principled man, a peaceable Primitive Methodist (PM). At 
the age of five Harry was in school receiving the ‘sectarian’ teaching of the Church of England in Weston-under-
Redcastle.  Early in his life he spoke up at Shropshire Quarter Sessions, having witnessed ‘a man doing something to 
a sheep’, not a comfortable tale for a child to tell, one imagines.   

At 15 Harry he was an apprentice with John Buttery, a blacksmith who was also perhaps a school manager: someone 
of that name had signed the church school logbook listing Harry as a scholar in 1882.  William was torn between 
educating his children and appearing to adhere to Anglicanism, to the extent that he refused to pay the 1d a week 
required of him for their schooling, a punishable offence. One day the village bobby came round to take him away, 
but William was having his midday meal. 

‘I’ll come down when I’ve finished,’ he said, and it was agreed.  William duly walked to the lock-up, was fastened in, 
released the next day and continued as before.  

At 15 Harry was a local preacher on the PM circuit and later worked for a local cycle builder and repairer in Bunbury, 
Cheshire, before taking over the business with his brother John.  Harry  married Harriet Edwards in 1901 – her 
brother Albert and his brother John both worked for Rolls-Royce in Crewe, then Derby, where John, and only John, 
was entrusted with the woodwork for Mr Rolls’ own car. Coincidentally, Harry’s brother William (my grandfather) in 
the 1920s lived next door to Mr L J Brain, the Crewe RR Production Engineer. 

Harry and family lived in Bunbury, first in 
Roseleigh with his brother William – my father 
was born there - then at The Beeches, with 
brother John and family. Harry, a generous 
supporter of charities and energetic doer of good 
in the community, served on the Parish Council 
and was a trustee of the Ecclesiastical  Parish 
Charities.  He was admired and respected by both 
Anglicans and Methodists.  Like his father, Harry 
opposed the linkage of church and state and, 
aged 18, appeared at Eddisbury Police Court 
(courts were held in police stations then, 
including in Lancaster) speaking against the 
merging of the education and poor rates, see 
report in  Shields Daily Gazette, 30 August 1904 

As hostilities drew nearer Harry trained in 
ambulance work, converted a charabanc to an ambulance and gave it to the Red Cross. He served in the Bunbury 
Volunteers, his wife in the Red Cross.  

Harry brought war casualties from the Chester train at 
the station, tended them and drove them to the 
hospital. The uniform you see is the only one he ever 
wore, but throughout his life he fought for peace and 
justice.  He was taken ill early in November 1916, 
diagnosed with pneumonia and died on 13 November.   
His funeral service was at Spurstow PM chapel, the 
interment at St Chad’s, Bunbury, where the fervent 
hymns rang out over the quiet fields. The hospital 
orderlies with whom he had served bore him to the 
grave. The  Bunbury Volunteers, Red Cross nurses and all 
the wounded soldiers who could walk, marched behind 
his coffin.  
The Shields Gazette headline was ‘Passive Resisters’ – 

but Harry’s life was far from passive, though I think he’d have been honoured by an epithet more usually reserved 
for Gandhi.  He was the son of a good man, his son was another such: all three were hugely loved and lamented. 

Lynda Burke, née Chetwood              10 



WW1 Memories of St Peter’s RC Cathedral in Lancaster 

As the WW1 centenary unfolded I became conscious that, unlike many churches I had visited, St Peter's Cathedral in 
Lancaster had no memorial to the Fallen of the parish from either of the two world wars. 
Two independent people have told me that there had once been one for World War I inside the Cathedral porch and 
one for World  War II in St Peter's School, but these both appear to have disappeared. At some point two 
handwritten, cardboard copies of the former were made but these are now in poor condition. Additionally, in 1975, 
to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the end 
of WWII, a book was produced listing the names of all 
the Lancaster Catholic Fallen from 20th century 
conflicts. 

But I felt strongly that there should be a more fitting 
and detailed memorial so I embarked on a project to 
research and record, firstly, the WWI Fallen. 
Fortunately much of the information was already 
available in LMHG's website Reveille and simply 
needed to be extracted. 

Notices were put in the parish newsletters of the 
Cathedral and St Joseph's, Skerton, and in the local 
press asking for further information. This yielded a few 
phone calls offering more detail and also three more 
men not on the list. 

So over the next two years a ring binder was 
assembled with a wallet for each man containing the 
Remembered With Honour certificate downloadable from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website plus 
any other available information. Sometimes there were photographs from the newspaper, others just had a 
photograph of a memorial tablet.  

To date the list consists of 157 men, most of whom are known to have been resident in Lancaster at the time of their 
death. However, there are two groups of men about whom very little is known. The first consists of 25 men buried in 
the Catholic section of Lancaster cemetery of which 12 do not appear in Reveille, ie are not on the Town Hall 
memorial. The second group is of men whose names only appear on the Cathedral Roll of Honour or in the 1975 
memorial book; even though dates of death are supplied they cannot be verified on the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission website. I have therefore concluded that they may have been relatives of parishioners for whom a Mass 
was offered and that the name and/or date of death has been incorrectly recorded. 

Inevitably there were tragic cases of more than one loss in a family: Charles, Edward & Henry Adams (three out of 
four brothers); John & William Baldwin;  John & Thomas Bleasdale; 
Bryant & Arthur Browning (killed on 1st and 2nd July 1916 
respectively); George & James Cathcart; Joseph & William Connerton; 
Bernard & John Daly; Arthur & John Dunn; John & Richard Harney; 
Albert & Thomas Mullen; Edward & John Prince; Edward & Joseph 
Standen. 

There were instances of young men joining up under age. Richard Van 
Emden in his book “Boy Soldiers” states that the estimated number of 
under-age recruits is in the region of 25,000, some against their 
parents' wishes, others with their agreement or collusion. George and 
James Cathcart (at left) were members of the Lancaster Pals who 
enlisted on 4th September 1914; George died on 23rd April 1915 at the 
age of 19 may have been under-age or only just old enough at 
enlistment. His younger brother James, however, died on 4th May 
1915 – less than a fortnight after George – and was still only 17. They 
were both lost in the Second Battle of Ypres and are commemorated 
on the Menin Gate Memorial. 
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The youngest of these Catholic men was Matthew Farrell who lived with his mother, two sisters and a younger 
brother in Little St John Street; his father had left some ten years before and, according to the 1911 census, was in 
Canada . Matthew enlisted with the King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) – whether with his mother's knowledge 
or blessing is not known – but he was just 16 when he 
died on 14th April 1915.  
 
At the time his Commanding Officer, Col Lord Richard 
Cavendish, recorded the position of his grave along with 
others of the platoon, but these graves were lost in 
subsequent fighting and he too is commemorated on 
the Menin Gate. This sketch map and Matthew's Allied 
Victory Medal are on display in the King's Own 
Regimental Museum in Lancaster. 
 
Some of the men were not killed in action. Richard Dixon 
died on 12th September 1915 when he was knocked 
down and killed by a motorcyclist whilst he was 
guarding the prisoner of war camp on Caton Road; he is 
buried in Lancaster Cemetery. Richard Bilsborough died 
on 4th May 1920 and is also buried in Lancaster 
Cemetery. The Graves Registration Report Form states 
that he died in the County Mental Hospital. Robert 
Mallinson died on 5th April 1920 and again the Graves 
Registration Report give us the detail that he committed 
suicide. It seems quite possible that these latter two 
men were suffering from what we would now recognise 
as PTSD. Cornelius Cafferty, who was awarded the 
Military Medal for bravery at Givenchy, survived the war 
but was killed in a flying accident on 15th January 1919. 
The Book of Remembrance now has a home in the 
Whiteside Chapel in the Cathedral (the second chapel on 
the right hand side) and will be updated if any further 
information is received. 

I am now working on a similar volume for WWII. There are, at present, 43 on this list and most are better 
documented, but once again there are some unknowns. It is hoped, however, that since there are more likely to be 

living relatives of these men I may be able to shed some light on these. 

Already it is clear that tragedy re-visited some families. Elizabeth Timlin 
lost her brothers James and Edward in the first war and then sadly lost 
her son William Hicks and nephew Andrew Clinton in the second. Edwin 
Carr died as a prisoner of war in Italian hands sometime between 1st 
April and 20th May 1942 and is commemorated on the Alamein 
Memorial; his father Frederick had already been lost in Flanders in April 
1915. 

 
Other surnames appear common to both lists - Atkinson, Bleasdale, 
Bolton, Finnerty, Herman – but positive connections have not yet been 
made. 

As I am sure others who have undertaken similar projects have found, 

this has been a humbling and moving experience, a powerful reminder 

that every name on a war memorial was someone's son, brother, 

husband … It is essential that their sacrifice is not forgotten. 

We will remember them. 

Jane Latin 
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Minutes of the LMHG Executive Committee Meeting held on Tue 13 Sep 2016  

Present; M Diss(Chair), B Jefferson, M Edmonds, A Legge, P Elliott, A Sandham, L Scott, A Johnstone,  P Dew (Sec). 
 Apologies; J Lean, A  Bailey, R Legge, R Ashcroft. 
  
A minutes silence was observed in memory of Col “Dickie” Bird OBE 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks.  MD opened the meeting and invited discussion on recruiting Executive Committee 
members.  Use of Newspapers, leaflets, cadets, Reserve Forces were discussed with no firm recommendations. 
2. Minutes of the last Meeting.  There were no amendments and the minutes were signed.  Matters arising. Nil 
3. Reports 
a. Treasurer.  BJ had circulated, by e mail, a copy of the accounts, which showed a balancing figure of £4664.85. A 
very healthy amount.  BJ proposed that the sums allocated to the two charities supported for AFD 16 should be 
equalised ie £2000 to each.  This was unanimously agreed.  PD proposed that Miles Burke and Jean Dennis be invited 
as guests to Lynda Burke’s supper on 4 Oct.  This was agreed.  
b. Membership.  BJ had circulated, by e mail, an updated copy of our Membership List.  There are 149 members of 
which 13 are non paying.  The list remains constant. 
c. Press Officer.  With no events to report there were no press releases. 
d. Newsletter. NL 64.  Articles required by end Sep for printing early Oct.  
e. Archives. AL reported that RL wanted to weed out all duplicates.  BJ/PD agreed to help.  RL 
5. Past Events. NTR 
6.  Future Events. 
a. Tue 4 Oct. Lynda Burke has agreed the date for a farewell supper. All. PD 
c. Thu 13 Oct. Autumn talk. Chris Robson at The Skerton Liberal Club, 7.15 buffet (£5ph) for 8pm talk, Border Rievers 
and Anglo Scottish Border warfare. Names to PD 
d. Oct. Cadet Competition. No sponsor forthcoming so the Competition cancelled for 2016. 
e. 27 Oct. Combined Uni/LMHG talk.  Prof Andrew Gregory, ‘Globalising and Localising the Great War’.  The 
Management School at 1900hrs.  Supper details to be discussed with C P-B; probably cold platter at £14.95 ph.  BJ.  
BJ to advertise in NL. 
f.  Fri 11 Nov.  PD mentioned that The Duke of Lancaster’s are holding a special Service in The Priory to 
commemorate the date of the signing of the Armistice.  All welcome to the Service at 1045 hrs. PD.  The normal 
Sunday Service will still be held. 
g. Tue 13 Dec.  Military Carol Service.  PD has contacted Uof C about holding the service at Bowerham but no 
response to date.  PD. 
2017 
h.  Jan.  In house talk.  Skerton.  Project officer? 
i.  Mar (preferably).  Dinner Night.  ME suggested a journalist, Frank Gardner.  This met with great approval.  ME/PE 
j. Late April/Early May.  Joint LMHG/Uni talk. Prof Eric Grove on the ‘Unrestricted U boat Campaign, 1917’.  Details 
TBC.  With supper.  JL 
k. May.  AGM.  Date dependant on j above. 
l. Sep.  Cadet Competition - if sponsor can be found. 
m. Oct.  The Morecambe Munitions Factory Explosion.  Details TBC. Lancaster & Morecambe College to host.B J/PD. 
7.  Veterans Champion. 
a. LS reported that she had met the new Lancaster CEO to try to get more support for our Armed Forces issues. A 
good meeting and the CEO will talk with other CEOs. 
b.  She will be holding the Steering Group meeting for AFD 2017 in Morecambe Town Hall at 100hrs on 27 Sep 16.  
Associations have been invited.   
c. She will continue to try to resolve why no one was invited to the opening ceremony of the naming of the streets at 
the new Barratt homes. 
8.  Chairman’s Appointment.  
MD held a discussion on this with possible move of positions in the Executive Committee but no firm proposals 
resulted. 
9. Any Other Business.   
BJ said he was hoping to organise a photo opportunity for the presentation of AFD 16 charity cheques shortly. (Now 
confirmed as 1100hrs, 28 Sep at The Castle steps.) 
10. Next Meeting. Tue 8 Nov at Skerton, 7pm.  It was agreed that exec meetings will continue to be held on the 
second Tuesday of alternate months for 2017.  PD 

PD, Sec   
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LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP 
e-mail the editor at lmhg@live.com  

and view our website at www.lmhg.org.uk 
Our local site for War Memorials in the Lancaster District 

www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk 

And now also on Facebook – search for  Lancaster and Morecambe Armed Forces Day 
  

 

FOOTNOTE   
WOMEN, WAR AND PEACE: The chairman attended this event on On Tuesday 27th September at Friends 

Meeting House, Lancaster. It marked the culmination of Global Link’s Heritage Lottery project, Women, War and 

Peace. Volunteers have researched little known stories of local girls’ and women’s involvement on the 'home front' 

and in efforts for peace during the First World War and brought these stories to life on Global Link’s Documenting 

Dissent website.  

The key talk was given by LMHG member Dr Corinna Peniston-Bird, ‘Anon was a woman (Virginia Woolf), and a 

woman at war’, and this was followed by presentations from project volunteers and a showcase of the project 

website. 

Corinna Peniston-Bird is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of History, Lancaster University, with a particular 

interest in researching and sharing the untold stories of war. She offered some reflections on the untold stories of 

the First World War, asking not only which these are, and how they are gendered, but why they have remained 

untold despite the continued interest in the war. She also discussed the significance of locating the individual within 

the collective and the local within the national – women and Lancaster in this context – and argued for the 

importance of the mutual relationship in widening and deepening historical understandings of the war and its place 

in British memory. Perhaps a future evening for LMHG?         
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