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U-Boats, AGM, Armed Forces Day and more.......... 
Chairman’s Introduction 
This is the last newsletter to go out before the end of my term as chairman. I have 
many people to thank. First, all our members for your forebearance and support. 
Secondly, the members of the executive committee. I’m sure it is realised that a 
huge amount of work goes on in the background and without a number of 
individuals putting themselves out considerably LMHG would not be in its present 
condition. At the AGM on 9 May you, the members, have the recommendation of 
the executive committee to elect Colonel Robin Jackson your next chairman. He 
has a much better grasp of what is going on at the moment than I have. My last 
operational experience was decades ago; his, in Afghanistan, is recent. Living some 25 miles from 
Lancaster I have never had an intimate knowledge of the city; Robin in contrast has, to coin a phrase, 
very much his finger on the pulse. I am confident that he will be a much better chairman than I have 
been and I strongly recommend that you accept the committee’s recommendation.  
Partly as a valete and also because I happen to think it is relevant, I have prevailed upon Brian 
Jefferson to tilt the theme of this newsletter more towards the maritime scene than usual. I ask for 
your indulgence on this.  
Please attend the events advertised: 
1. The lecture by Professor Eric Grove at Bowerham, Lancaster on 27 April on the unrestriced U-boat 

campaign of 1917. See events below and enclosed/attached flier.  
2. The AGM on 9 May. There will also be a fascinating lecture by Robin Ashcroft on Soldiers on Mount 

Everest. More detail including Agenda follows on page 2. 
John Lean 

 

 Spring/Summer Events  

Thu 27 April.  LMHG/Uni talk: Prof Eric Grove on the ‘Unrestricted U boat Campaign, 1917 
Bowerham campus in Lancaster of the University of Cumbria. See details on flier enclosed   
Buffet supper at 7.00 pm (pre-booking required by 20th April), cost £10;  lecture at 7.45 pm.  
                                              Names please to John Lean (jblean@btinternet.com) 01539 821977 
Tue 9 May.  AGM. 7pm at Westfield Village with free supper and talk:    

Soldiers on Mt Everest by Robin Ashcroft                 
                                                                      

ARMED FORCES DAY – LMHG again take the lead in Lancaster 
 

Cllr Liz Scott, LMHG member and Armed Forces Champion for 
Lancaster District Council, will kick off the Armed Forces week 
celebrations with the flag raising ceremony, at Lancaster Town Hall, at 
10.30 on Monday 19th June: Members are encouraged to attend!! 
 
The LMHG Executive has once again fully supported the Lancaster Castle 
event on Saturday 24th June and assisted a new ‘Morecambe Team’, ably 
led by new member Lt Cdr Tim Roberts of the Submariners Association, to mount their event on 
Sunday 25th June. Event fund-raising of £12k plus is in progress and going well. 
The two chosen charities this year are COMBAT STRESS & BLESMA and we hope members will 
really help support our efforts by purchasing/selling raffle tickets and volunteering to help on the 
two days. We will be manning a gazebo at both venues and will need plenty of bodies to sell raffle 
tickets and market our group to the many veterans and others in attendance. 

If you can provide support on either or both days please: 
 email lmhg@live.com or ring 01524-811837 

Please do your best to assist the Heroes Raffle Draw – Can we beat last year’s £4,000 raised? 
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SHADOWING RUSSIAN SHIPS  --- An excellent advertisement for the RAF – a Typhoon in January 

2017 in the North Sea flying past the Russian aircraft carrier 
Admiral Kuznetsov and its escort on their return from 
launching airstrikes on SyriaEPA.   BUT ……….. 
I go down memory lane. In December 1969, I was serving as 
the second-in-command of the frigate Minerva. We were 
required to recall our ship’s company on Christmas/New Year 
leave and sail for the Mediterranean. We did indeed sail with 
everyone back and with a few extras onboard. Our task: to 
take over from a USN destroyer the shadowing of the very first 
Russian Aircraft Carrier, Moscva, which was making her 

inaugural passage out of the Black Sea. Extraordinarily we had had dealings with that very USN destroyer 
about 6 months earlier. Anyway, we sat at the permitted distance from the carrier and maintained a 
watchful eye and ear 24 hours a day. And that was not on UK’s doorstep. 
I flew in our helicopter as close to the carrier as 
permitted on the way to land onboard the USN 
destroyer for a discussion. Not a RN frigate in sight in 
the first photo. Which I ask myself was the more 
effective shadowing? This just reflects the shortage of 
frigates which Dr Julian Lewis, chairman of the House 
of Commons Defence Select Committee and the 
speaker at our last dinner, has been highlighting; and it 
reminds me that General Richards said that when Chief 
of The Defence Staff one of his greatest worries was 
the RN’s shortage of surface ships.  
 
It really does need to be asked: where have all the frigates gone?      
Postscript. Since writing the above, attention has been drawn to merchant ships switching off their 
automatic identifications systems (AIS), then entering Libyan waters with monitoring of their movements 
impossible. One ship, having done this, then proceeded off the NW of Scotland and again switched off its 
AIS. Why? The suspicion is that it might have been involved in arms or immigrant smuggling. Neither the 
RN nor HM Coastguard nor UK Border Force, which has 5 cutters, kept an eye upon this.                                                                                                                         
John Lean 
 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting & AGENDA 
Tuesday 9 May 2017 at 7pm, Westfield War Memorial Village 

Our Chairman is retiring at this meeting and we hope for a good attendance to complete his term 
 – free supper but do book your place  

1. Apologies 
2. Chairman’s Annual Report 
3. Minutes of the AGM of 13 May 2016.  Previously published in NL63 July 2016  
4. Amendments, Matters Arising and Approval 
5. Election of Officers for the Executive. 
a. The following officers resign,  Captain JB Lean OBE RN (ret) – Chairman  
b. Election of New Chairman - Col Robin Jackson 
c. The following officers resign in rotation and offer themselves for re-election.  Mike Diss, Brian Jefferson, 

Pauline Elliott,  
d. Election of new members - Andy Taylor, Tim Roberts and Charles Jackman. 
6. Treasurer’s Report for f/y 2016/2017.  
a.  Approval of the accounts for the year.  
b.  Arrangement and approval for next year’s audit. 
7. Membership Secretary’s Report. 
8. Any other business.  Notice of any items for AOB would be appreciated. 
9. Next Meeting.  May 2018, date to be decided.                                                                                             Page 2                           

  A grainy photo I took of Moscva 



M0D told to find £6bn in extra savings, or new tanks and planes will be at risk 
Defence chiefs must find nearly £6 billion of savings or officials will be forced to cut or delay plans for new tanks and 
aircraft, the spending watchdog has warned. The National Audit Ofiice (NAO) said the risks to the affordability of the 
Ministry of Defence’s 10-year spending plan were greater than at any point since its introduction in 2012.  
The sharp fall in the value of the pound since Britain voted to leave the European Union has made the situation 
worse because some weapons projects are paid for in dollars and euros. The NAO warned that “changes in foreign 
exchange rates, such as those that happened after the EU referendum, can pose a significant risk” to the 
“affordability” of weapons projects. The projected cost of funding the MoD’s schemes rose to £178 billion last year 
— an increase of 7 per cent compared with a rise of just 1.2 per cent between 2013 and 2015. 
A large part of the increase was due to the £24.4 billion of additional commitments announced in the 2015 Strategic 
Defence and Security Review. 
The NAO said: “The department should identify the current projects most at risk from cost growth, and using the 
Cost Assurance and Analysis Service, assess how these projects could be costed more realistically.” Around £l.5 
billion will come from savings elsewhere in the defence budget such as military and civilian pay restraint or reducing 
the running costs of the defence estate. 
On top of that, the NAO warned that the MoD had yet to generate £2.5billion of the £7.1 billion savings already 
factored into the plan. The situation was complicated by the fact that the MoD pays for some projects such as the  
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter and the Poseidon Maritime Patrol Aircraft in dollars and euros. A 21 per cent fall in the 
pound against the dollar and euro meant the schemes risked going over budget. 
 
Christopher Hope  

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership fees are just £10 per year and fall due on 1st April – if you are still paying just £5 by Standing 
Order, do please ask your bank to change this to £10, and/or forward the additional fee to the Treasurer. 
                                        If paying by cheque – please put it in the post!!! 
We hope you thoroughly enjoy your quarterly newsletter and contributing to an organisation that has 
significantly raised the profile of Veterans Organisations in the District. Group turnover is now in excess of 
£18k pa through our Armed Forces Day involvement and Heritage Lottery funded work to grow the legacy 
of the late Brig Jim Dennis’ work with the Reveille website and database of local War Memorials.   
 
If you have any questions or queries please contact your Treasurer or email lmhg@live.com 
 

British Forces on the Eastern Front 

A little-known aspect of Britain's involvement in World War One was uncovered for members and guests of 
Lancaster Military Heritage Group at Skerton Liberal Club on January 26. 

“British Forces on the Eastern Front – a footnote to World War One” was the subject of an intriguing talk by 
Professor Michael Hughes, head of history at Lancaster University. 
Prof Hughes, a diplomatic historian, has studied Russia's great war and revolution and currently is working on a 
project asking whether the Eastern Front is forgotten. He talked about Britain's attempt to keep Russia in the war 
and the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II as Emperor, both in 1917. 
He picked out four Britons for their important contributions in the war: 

 Sir George Buchanan, Ambassador to Russia 

 Major General Sir John Hanbury-Williams, head of the military mission 

 General Sir Alfred Knox, Military Attaché in Russia and 

 Commander Oliver Locker-Lampson, naval officer and MP 
Prof Hughes also covered the attempted military coup d'etat by General Lavr Kornilov, commander-in-chief of the 
Russian Army, against the Russian provincial government, headed by Alexander Kerensky, whose grandson Steve 
lives in Morecambe. 
Prof Hughes was welcomed by Secretary Peter Dew and thanked for a fascinating lecture by Chairman John Lean. 
The group's next talk in its series on World War One is on Thursday April 27 at the University of Cumbria when 
Professor Eric Grove's subject will be the unrestricted U-boat campaign in 1917 (See enclosed flier).                                       
 
Alan Sandham 
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Dishonest and unjust assault on the Forces 
Phil Shiner called his law firm “Public Interest Lawyers”, a name heavy with 
"sanctimony”. In claiming that he was serving the greater good by bringing 
legal claims against British Armed Forces personnel for alleged abuse and 
mistreatment of military prisoners and civilians in Iraq he was in fact 
enriching himself by smearing men and women who risked their lives for 
their country. 
Mr Shiner is now disgraced. The Solicitors’ Regulatory Authority has found 
that he has been “dishonest”. The result of that dishonesty was real and 
serious distress to Forces personnel falsely accused; some faced dawn raids 
on their homes and other humiliations. Seeing Mr Shiner struck off as a 
lawyer may come as some consolation to those veterans, but is unlikely to 
undo all the damage he did. An apology from Mr Shiner might help, but he 
has so far offered none. Indeed, the man who helped blacken the name of 
brave soldiers did not have the courage or decency even to attend the 
hearings that confirmed his wrongdoing, let alone apologise for his actions. 
Mr Shiner’s firm did very nicely out of his dishonesty. In all, his company is said to have received as much as £l.6 
million from taxpayers in fees relating to improper claims. In other settings, obtaining money through dishonesty is 
regarded as a crime and treated as such. The criminal authorities should now investigate Mr Shiner over his 
dishonest claims with the same vigour they showed in investigating those he falsely accused, and subject him to the 
full force of the law. 
Mr Shiner was possibly the most enthusiastic participant in the grotesque Iraq Historic Investigations Team (IHAT) 
process, whereby the Ministry of Defence subjects serving and former Service personnel to legal torment over their 
front—line service. Even before Mr Shiner’s perfidy was proved, the IHAT process was an affront to natural justice 
and common sense. Now that he has been shown to be dishonest, the continued existence of IHAT is all the more 
offensive. Theresa May has accepted that the treatment Service personnel endure from IHAT is intolerable and must 
never be repeated, yet the team remains active and is not due to be wound up until 2020. We have argued before 
that this is not acceptable. Mr Shiner’s disgrace simply underlines the point that IHAT has been an exercise in 
injustice and a stain on Britain’s conscience. It should end now. 
 

Soldiers need greater protection from the law for ‘mercy killings’ 
SOLDIERS who engage in acts of mercy killing should be afforded greater protection from 
prosecution, Frederick Forsyth, the novelist and former RAF fighter pilot, has said. 
Forsyth, one of the leading lights in the campaign to free a marine jailed for murdering a 
wounded Taliban fighter, called for a “serious public debate” on mercy killing, after two 
former marines told how they had taken the lives of wounded men beyond help. 
The author of The Day of the Jackal recalled how he had watched a man who had been 
shot in the head “twitch for a minute”, while covering the Biafran War‘ as a journalist in 
the late 1960s. He said: “I would never condemn anyone who puts someone out of their 

misery. We do it in hospitals all the time  turning off life support machines for people who cannot survive and are in 
incredible pain. If it’s done in a hospital by a man in a white coat, it’s fine, but on a battlefield, apparently it’s murder. 
There are times when it is bloody obvious that a man cannot survive.” 
Forsyth is one of the leading activists in the campaign to free Alexander Blackman, who has spent more than three 
years in prison after being convicted of murdering a mortally wounded Taliban fighter by shooting him in the chest. 
Sgt Blackman has maintained that he believed the insurgent was dead when he shot him, a belief that a leading 
pathologist consulted by his appeal team, Dr Ashley Fegan-Earl, now says was reasonable. 
Neal Ascherson, journalist and author, reignited public debate this week, revealing that while serving as a marine in 
the Malayan emergency in 1952, he shot two badly wounded insurgents to “put them out of their misery”. A second 
marine, Lieutenant Colonel Ewen Southby-Tailyour OBE, also disclosed that in 1968 he had given his own mortally 
wounded sergeant major a lethal morphine overdose. 
Forsyth said: “Lots of military men have said to me that it’s happened for years with a nudge and a wink, and it’s 
just accepted. But legally it’s no defence and we need to have a serious public debate about it.” The novelist recalled 
how, as a correspondent covering the Nigerian Civil War, he witnessed a Biafran major being shot in the head. He 
said: “He’d taken a bullet through the forehead; In the movies there’s always a neat bullet hole, almost like it’s been 
drilled into the skull. In reality, the pressure of the bullet is far too great for the human head to absorb, so most of his 
skull had blown away and his brains were running down my cheek. I hit the deck, and he lay a few feet away, 
twitching for about a minute.” Although Sgt Blackman’s conviction has been reduced from murder to manslaughter 
he is yet to be released from jail as we go to press.                                                                                                            Page 4 



MOSUL – The Deadly Legacy 
Members may remember that last year we covered the ongoing clearance of ordnance, from the battlefields of 
the Great War, one hundred years after the end of that conflict. Sadly a similar clearance is just starting in the 
desert of Iraq. As Western-backed iraqi troops retake Mosul, families are returning to their homes, despite the 
deadly threat posed by Isil's booby traps and landmines. Let’s hope it doesn’t take a hundred years to make the 
area safe! 
 

All it took for Muqdad Ghalib Hamid to die was to turn on his TV. Last October, after two years in exile, he returned 
to his home village of Barima, a farming hamlet on the plains outside the Iraqi city of Mosul. The Isil fighters who had 
seized it back in 2014 had just been driven out after a battle with Kurdish troops, and from a distance, most of it 
seemed as if it was in ruins. Yet as he picked his way down streets razed by air strikes, he was delighted to find the 
family home still intact. Inside, he picked up the TV remote, wondering if the satellite dish still had a signal. 
A huge explosion followed, killing the father of two and leaving his brother badly injured. The bomb that ripped 
Hamid apart was one of hundreds of Isil booby traps scattered around Barima, and was probably triggered by the 
remote’s infrared ‘on’ switch. The secrets of exactly how it worked are still buried in rubble, but there is little doubt 
who it was intended for. The fighters who planted it would have known that the soldiers pursuing them would not 
have time to sit watching TV. Their target was ordinary Iraqi civilians like Hamid, whose only crime was wanting to 
come home. In his case, it was the TV remote that killed him. Others have died opening booby-trapped fridges, 
freezers, cupboards and chicken coops, turning on lights, or simply pushing open their front door. 
Similar tales can now be heard all over the Mosul region, as the western-backed push to retake Isil’s Iraqi capital 
gains ground. It was here, in June 2014, that the black-masked militants first swept through from Syria, routing the 
Iraqi army and emptying Mosul’s central bank vaults of $400 million. It was Isil’s coming-of-age moment, turning it 
from just another faction in Syria’s civil war into the world’s richest and most feared terrorist group. But after three 
months of intense fighting, a huge force of western-backed Kurdish and Iraqi troops has now retaken most of 
Mosul’s eastern half, as well as hinterland villages like Barima. It is now only a matter of time before they reach 
Mosul’s symbolic grand mosque, where Isil’s leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, once grandly declared a new ‘caliphate’. 
Yet as the ‘caliphate’ has shrunk, Isil’s foot soldiers have ensured that every inch of their former turf remains a killing 
field. In their wake, they have laid hundreds of thousands of booby traps and home-made landmines, planting them 
on a scale seldom seen in modern warfare. ‘This is one of the toughest challenges we’ve faced in decades, and this 
whole region is just one huge minefield,’ says Sean Sutton, the international spokesman for the Mines Advisory 
Group (MAG), a British charity specialising in mine clearance, as he takes me on a careful tour through Barima and 
other former front-line villages. ‘Isil are distributing these things over a massive area, with a lot simply planted to 
catch people out as they return home.’ 
There is a poignancy to the timing of our visit. Last 
month was the 20th anniversary of the late Princess 
Diana’s visit to a minefield in Angola, when she 
famously gave her backing to the Ottawa Treaty. It 
aims to stop the use of landmines in conflict because 
of their danger to civilians, especially children. Britain 
signed the treaty later that year, and since then, so 
have 161 other countries. Yet the very qualities that 
make landmines unacceptable to others make them 
ideal to Isil. Not only do they kill civilians 
indiscriminately, they create a hazard that lingers long 
after the fighting ends. 
As we tour Barima, there is the occasional distant 
boom of American air strikes on Mosul itself, the 
outskirts of which are only five miles away. Round 
here, though, a mighty bang can be achieved just by stepping off the street. 
On either side of us, sticking out amid the half-destroyed shops and homes, are yellow poles where mines have 
already been removed and taped-off areas where others still lie They stretch as far as the eye can see, yet Barima is 
nothing special. Further towards the front lines, there is a ‘barrier minefield’ 16 miles long. And at the entrance to 
the nearby town of Bashiqa, we slalom along a road pock-marked with mine craters. ‘We pulled 1.5 tons of explosive 
from this 100-metre stretch of road alone,’ Sutton says. ‘It shows you what we’re up against.’ 
Formed in 1989 by Rae McGrath, a former British Army engineer, MAG was set up in response to the problem of 
landmines left after the Russian withdrawal from Afghanistan. Along with the Halo Trust, another British charity, it is 
responsible for more than half of the world’s humanitarian demining Work, tidying up the mess left behind in all the 
dirtiest conflict zones, from Somalia and the Balkans through to Lebanon and post-war Cambodia. 
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Yet when it comes to using landmines to target civilians, Isil has outdone even murderous death cults like the Khmer 
Rouge. And rather than using conventional anti-personnel devices, designed simply to maim, Isil goes all out to kill. 
A standard anti-personnel mine might have 100g (4oz) of explosive, enough to remove a victim’s foot but still leave 
them alive. The smallest Isil mine, by contrast, has six kilos (13lbs) of homemade explosive, roughly equal to three 
kilos of TNT. That’s enough to cripple a tank. Just around the corner from Hamid’s house, we see the effects of such a 
mine close-up. Smeared across a wall is a 4ft splash of dried blood. It came from the remains of a Kurdish colonel, 
who was flung against it by the blast from a booby trap he was defusing 50 yards away. ‘He was on the other side of 
that mosque over there when it went off,’ says a Kurdish official escorting us, pointing to a white minaret. ‘It threw 
him right over the top.’ In such a hazard-strewn environment, one might expect to find every village declared a no-go 
area for civilians until further notice. This, however, is Iraq, where health and safety culture is in its infancy, and 
where local security forces still have a war with Isil to finish off. A few Kurdish forces are posted to guard each village 
but there is limited capacity to stop civilians from returning. ‘Many are living in rented houses or UN camps, and 
they’re desperate to get back to their own homes,’ Sutton says. 
Sure enough, in Bashiqa, we hear children’s laughter. A family of eight, including two smiling toddlers, have just 
arrived back, and are unpacking their belongings in their front yard, where Isil graffiti still declares ‘Respect God’. It 
looks like a scene from a Unicef press release, were it not for the fact that just outside the yard is a 20ft-deep crater 
left by a US air strike that targeted an Isil bomb factory next door. 
‘We do discourage families from coming back, but in practice, there is not much we can do,’ says Sutton, as two Iraqi 
MAG workers give the family a mine-awareness crash course. ‘The security forces did basic mine clearance here 
when they pushed Isil out, but that is only to military standard, which means clearing key routes. None of the houses 
or surrounding areas have been cleared. We don’t have the manpower to do it quickly enough, and in the meantime, 
people are getting killed and injured.’  
The male householder, Jamal Mustapha, seems grateful for the 
warnings, and promises he will not let his children wander 
outside again. ‘My son had been dancing with his sister, then he 
went out with the sheep... We heard the explosion and I ran in 
the direction of the sound’. However, it is not unusual for local 
MAG workers to have to plead with householders not to enter 
houses which are known to be booby-trapped. Many locals try to 
defuse the mines themselves, with one man recently putting 60 
devices on a bonfire outside his home. ‘He put petrol on them 
and drove away,’ says Sutton. ‘When they blew up, his entire 
house was destroyed and 14 neighbours’ houses damaged 
too. It’s fair to say he’s not popular right now.’ 
For most, the message only gets through the hard way. In the 
village of Wardak, a freshly dug grave in the cemetery holds the mangled remains of Ghazwan Salin, a 14-year-old 
shepherd boy killed by a landmine last month. His father, Saadla, 52, stifles tears as he describes the huge bang that 
echoed through the village just after lunchtime. ‘My son had been dancing with his younger sister here in the lounge, 
then he went out with the sheep,’ Saadla says. ‘We’d been back here for four months, and had never had any 
accidents. Then we heard the explosion, and I ran barefoot in the direction of the sound. The only part of my son’s 
body that wasn’t burnt was his head.’ 
In the nearby village of Tullaban the slaughter has been far worse, with 10 dead and five injured in the first month 
that residents returned. The casualties stopped after the arrival of Salaam Muhammed, a veteran Iraqi MAG field 
expert. His team has now removed 1,000 landmines and booby traps from Tullaban alone. ‘Normally we only deploy 
a couple of teams per village, but here we’ve had to have five because of the extreme contamination,’ says 
Muhammed, who speaks with Mancunian-inflected English picked up from his British MAG mentors. ‘You have to be 
extremely thorough, as this is farmland that people and their children want to live and work on.’ 

Now 47, Muhammed has dedicated his life to mine clearance. A 
farmer’s son himself, he grew up during both the Iran-Iraq war 
and Saddam Hussein’s genocidal campaign against the Kurds — 
two conflicts that once again saw landmines scattered in 
abundance. As a young man, he witnessed someone lose his leg 
to one, and when MAG set up a mission in Kurdish northern Iraq 
after the I991 Gulf War, he joined up straight away. ‘It’s not a 
normal job, but I believe in what I’m doing,’ he says. ‘The 
situation here reminds me of my youth, with people fleeing their 
homes, then coming back and facing even more tragedy.’ 
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In clearing up another village, Muhammed has had help from an unlikely source: a map left by an Isil fighter, which 
details in spidery handwriting where the mines are laid. While he does not rely on it, fearing it could be a ‘come on’,  
it does correspond to places where villagers have died. Yet even this insight into Isil’s mindset could not prepare him 
for what he found near Tullaban’s school building. ‘The mines buried round the school were different to the other 
ones in the village: they required much less weight to activate them,’ he says, pointing at the yellow sticks besieging 
the squat single-storey building. ‘The only reason I can think of is to deliberately target school pupils.’ 
Despite Isil’s worst intentions, most of the devices they lay are relatively easily dealt with. In the fields around 
Tullaban, MAG has an armoured tractor that can plough across fields to check they are safe. The booby traps, 
though, are more complicated. MAG does not disclose its defusing techniques, but says Isil constantly changes its 
methods and often uses anti-tamper devices. Particularly dangerous are houses where dead Isil fighters lie, many of 
whom wear suicide vests. Designed so that even a badly injured fighter can blow himself up as his dying act, they 
often have multiple switches that are designed to be easily detonated. ‘That can make them more challenging to 
defuse,’ says ‘Chris’, an ex-military MAG expert who asks to be identified by a pseudonym for security reasons. He 
recently dealt with a house with eight dead Isil fighters, two wearing suicide belts. Yet the real challenge around 
Mosul is the sheer scale of Isil’s bomb production operation, which is clear from the controlled explosion that Chris is 
about to carry out. 
Laid out before us in a trench that once served as the Kurdish front line are a dozen 10-gallon containers packed with 
explosive, plus hundreds of home-made rockets and mortars. 
‘Here, taste that, you’ll see it’s very salty.’ Chris takes a small scoop of white powder from one of the containers, 
which is packed with ammonium nitrate fertiliser. It tastes like a petroleum-tinged version of the rock salt popular in 
London delis. Yet mixed with other ingredients easily found on any industrial estate, it turns into explosive. ‘Drive 
over one of them and it will f— up your day pretty badly,’ Chris says. The haul — three tons in all — is the result of 
just two weeks’ clearance work. What is equally chilling, though, is the quality of the rockets and mortars, which look 
as if they have come from a munitions-factory production line. In fact, Chris says, there is no such factory in Mosul. 
Which means most of this stuff is forged in ordinary machine-tool workshops in Mosul — most likely using slave 
labour. ‘They are churning it out on an industrial scale,’ he says. ‘And what we are seeing may be nothing compared 
to what lies ahead.’ 
As of yet, nobody knows quite how many people have been killed by mines and booby traps around Mosul, although 
the casualties in villages such as Tullaban give a snapshot. There are, moreover, hundreds of settlements like this just 
in Mosul’s hinterland, and in the coming months, hundreds of thousands more civilians are expected to return. The 
clear-up job, Sutton says, is ‘a race against time’. Yet MAG, which has about 60 demining staff around Mosul already, 
could almost double its capacity if it had an extra $10 million on top of its existing $15 million Iraq budget. 
One might expect that this would be simply a case of HMG 
writing a quick cheque — $10 million, after all, is peanuts for a 
government already struggling to spend its £11 billion annual aid 
budget, ring-fenced by David Cameron at 0.7 per cent of national 
income. And judging by the smiles that greet MAG staff in places 
like Barima, it is a perfect example of soft power — unlike, for 
example, the Department for International Development’s 
recent £5 million project to fund an Ethiopian Spice Girls group, 
axed last month after a public outcry. 
Yet aid politics are never straightforward, and right now Britain 
funds mine-clearance operations through the UN wider 
humanitarian assistance pool. That has other urgent priorities as well, and only gives MAG $500,000 per year. 
Sutton declines to be drawn on whether a direct government lifeline would help, but does argue that MAG’s work 
‘meets both Britain’s political interests and humanitarian ones’. After all, the sooner life can return to normal here, 
the sooner may end the discontent that saw Isil welcomed by some Iraqis in the first place. 
On a ridge at Bashiqa, a cup of sugary tea at Sheikh Moussa Zakaria’s olive farm offers a glimpse of how pleasant that 
normality can be. The veranda of his villa overlooks his groves of olives, for which Bashiqa is famed throughout the 
Middle East. Were it not for air-strike plumes on the horizon, we could be in Tuscany. It wasn’t always like this. 
Moussa stayed here during Isil’s reign to look after his crops, only for its secret police to arrest him. He was accused 
of allowing people fleeing Isil to escape across his farmland. After six weeks of torturing him, they released him, but 
planted mines next to his land to make any other escapees think twice. ‘One mine killed three members of a family 
who were fleeing Mosul,’ he says. ‘Isil refused to even let us bury them, so the dogs ate their bodies.’ 
With that, he pours more tea, as yet another coalition air strike rattles the windows. Commanders claim it is only a 
matter of months now before Isil is driven from Mosul altogether. But it may take many years — and many more 
deaths before the soil here once again holds nothing more dangerous than olives. 
Colin Freeman & Sean Sutton                                                                                                                                                
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The Battle of the Atlantic by Johnathan Dimbleby 
I was recently lent ‘The Battle of the Atlantic’ by a group member.  The author of the book, 
Johnathan Dimbleby of BBC’s Question Time renown, was not someone I associated with 
military history so I was intrigued to read the book.  I was not disappointed as I found the 
book, of nearly 600 pages, difficult to put down. 
The battle of the Atlantic lasted from the start of World War 2 to the very end of it.  The 
length of the battle makes it more of a campaign than a battle. However, this campaign has 
not been as well covered as so many of the other battles and campaigns and it deserves all 
the recognition it can get.  The author certainly significantly enlarged my understanding of 
this crucial part of the Second World War. 
Churchill was alarmed enough to comment that the U-boat menace was the only thing that 
really frightened him in the Second World War – quite a comment when you think of all the 
other horrifying events of the war.  Not withstanding Churchill’s concern, the author criticises 

him for not giving the convoys the protection they needed until 1943, when the tide finally turned against Admiral 
Donitz and his U boats. 
The author skilfully weaves together the people in power on both sides along with egos and their competing 
interests.  Churchill and Air Marshall ‘Bomber’ Harris wanted to bomb Germany into submission as this satisfied a 
desire for an offensive aspect to the war without realising that the safety of the convoys was of even greater 
importance – no fuel, no bombing.  ‘Bomber’ Harris held sway with the Prime Minister until near the end of the war 
by which time the bombing had been revealed as surprisingly ineffective and there are still overtones about its 
morality.  The clash of ideas and personalities between the Royal Navy and the RAF were of great interest. 
On the German side there were similar disputes but on the relative merits of building a ‘high’ fleet of battleships 
which it was hoped would win the battle of the Atlantic.  Hitler sided with Admiral Raeder and disregarded Donitz’s 
demand for a fleet of 300 U-boats, which Donitz insisted would win the battle of the Atlantic.  Donitz’s clear strategy 
of destroying the convoys with his U-boats was the correct one for Germany as the high fleet added little to their war 
effort and Donitz with a fraction of the number of U-boats he wanted almost brought us to our knees.  We were very 
lucky that Hitler and Raeder got it wrong.  Again the interplay of the major personalities was well handled and the 
author also included some fascinating accounts from the U-boat commanders. 
The battle for Donitz was to win the ’tonnage’ war by sinking ships 
faster than we could build new ones.  He very nearly succeeded.  
How different the war would have been had he won – a starving 
Great Britain, no raw material imports for weapons, the spectre of 
capitulation and no D-Day landings.  
When America joined the war there was an equally large clash of 
strategy and personalities; the US Admiral, King, was determined 
that the Pacific theatre should have priority over Europe and the 
Atlantic. He did not win the argument; luckily, Churchill and 
Roosevelt stuck together and went for Hitler first.  There were 
further disputes over the North African and Italian campaigns.  
After a horrendous early 1943 for the Allies the U-boat war took a dramatic turn for the better.  Churchill was 

persuaded to allot aircraft carrier escorts to accompany 
the convoys, ‘Bomber’ Harris was made to give up 
some Very Long Range Bombers to plug the Atlantic 
gap, which had been a haven for U-boats. A host of 
new technical equipment entered service including 
High Frequency Direction Finders, a 10 centimetre 

radar, mortar fired depth charges, improved ASDICs and most important of all training was dramatically improved.  
Donitz knew by the autumn of that year that he had lost the battle but that did not stop him sending his gallant U-
boat crews out right until the end of the war on what later almost became suicide missions, Donitz losing his own son 
(a U-boat commander). 
 The losses on both sides were huge.  The Royal Navy lost some 50,000 men (out of 800,000), the Merchant Navy 
proportionately more (32,000 out of 187, 000); the U boats suffered even more proportionately, losing 30,000 out of 
a total of 38,000.  Also highlighted are the intelligence inputs of Bletchley Park and the German service, B-Dienst. 
As a final corollary to the effectiveness of the bombing campaign BBC’s Wynford Vaughan Thomas reported the hulls 
of fourteen U boats on the slipways of Hamburg port in spite of the 1000 bomber raids night after night on the City.  
The book was painstakingly researched and is readable from start to finish.  Published in 2015 by Viking, this is a 
hugely informative book.                                        
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INTELLIGENCE COUP OF WWI – THE ZIMMERMANN TELEGRAM 
 Up to the end of the 19th Century operational intelligence was almost non-existent. 
The RN formed, with much opposition within the Navy, its Naval Intelligence 
Department (NID) in 1887. Its Director at the outbreak of war was Captain (later 
Admiral) “Blinker” Hall. He took the crucial step, which today will seem to have been 
obvious but then was revolutionary, to exploit wireless and its cryptography; and 
brought in Sir Alfred Ewing from Cambridge University to create in Room 40 of the 
Admiralty the first ever cypher team. 
Early in WWI the RN cut the German transatlantic telegraph cable. However, the 
United States allowed limited use of its transatlantic diplomatic cables for Germany to 
communicate with its ambassador in Washington to facilitate discussion on President 
Wilson’s peace proposals. On 19 January 1917 the Foreign Secretary of the German 
Empire, Arthur Zimmermann sent an encoded telegram to the German Ambassador to 
Mexico via the German Embassy in Washington. This was sent in anticipation of the 
resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare by Germany on 1 February, an act the 
German government presumed would almost certainly lead to war with the United 

States. The telegram instructed the Ambassador that if the United States appeared certain to enter the war, he was 
to approach the Mexican Government with a proposal for military alliance with funding from Germany, the decoded 
telegram being: 
"We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare. We shall endeavour in spite of this to 
keep the United States of America neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of 
alliance on the following basis: make war together, make peace together, generous financial support and an 
understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The 
settlement in detail is left to you. You will inform the President of the above most secretly as soon as the outbreak of 
war with the United States of America is certain and add the suggestion that he should, on his own initiative, invite 
Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time mediate between Japan and ourselves. Please call the 
President's attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our submarines now offers the prospect of 
compelling England in a few months to make peace." Signed, ZIMMERMANN 
The United States telegraph cable from Europe ran from the US embassy in Denmark, passing through a relay station 
near Land's End for boosting for crossing the Atlantic. The dastardly NID tapped into this and all traffic through the 
relay was copied to the codebreakers and analysts in Room 40. Room 40 had previously obtained German cypher 
documents, including a diplomatic cypher captured in the Mesopotamian campaign, and a naval cypher retrieved 
from the wrecked cruiser SMS Magdeburg by the Russians and passed to the RN. The Zimmermann telegram was 
deciphered by the next day. Here was a bombshell of enormous proportions. 
Blinker Hall alone decided on the time and manner of using the knowledge he possessed and handled the dilemma of 
what to do with the telegram brilliantly. It could not be given to the United States in the clear because disclosure 
would show that the German codes were being broken by NID and the RN was eavesdropping on the United States 
cable. Disclosure of the telegram would obviously sway public opinion in the United States against Germany, 
provided the Americans could be convinced it was genuine. Pertinent to the latter, there was vociferous anti-British 
sentiment in the United States, particularly among German- and Irish-Americans. Many Americans wished to avoid 
the conflict in Europe. Hall waited three weeks.  
On 1 February Germany announced the resumption of "unrestricted" submarine warfare, the act which led the 
United States to break off diplomatic relations with Germany on 3 February. Hall passed the telegram to the Foreign 
Office on 5 February, but still warned against releasing it. A cover story to hide British duplicity was dreamt up.  It 
was known that the German Embassy in Washington would relay the message by commercial telegraph, so the 
Mexican telegraph office would have the cypher text. A British agent in Mexico bribed an employee of the 
commercial telegraph company for a copy of the message which could be shown to the Americans without 
embarrassment. By mid-February the British had not only the complete text, but also the ability to release the 
telegram without revealing the extent to which the latest German codes had been broken. Furthermore, since copies 
of the cypher text would be in the records of the American commercial telegraph, the British had the ability to prove 
the authenticity of the message to the United States government. 
On 19 February, Hall showed the telegram to the secretary of the United States Embassy in London, who at first was 
incredulous, thinking it was a forgery. On 20 February Hall informally sent a copy to United States ambassador 
Walter Hines Page, who subsequently met with our Foreign Minister Arthur Balfour and was given the message in 
code as well as German and English translations. After its receipt and some analysis and discussion President Wilson 
was convinced it was genuine and released the text to the US press. At a press conference on 3 March, Zimmermann 
himself told an American journalist "I cannot deny it. It is true." The US Congress declared war on Germany on 6 April 
1917. 
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“Kenneth Clark” - The Art of the Second World War - By James Stourton 

Kenneth Clark was possibly the greatest British art historian of his time. As writer and 
presenter of the 13-part TV series Civilisation he was responsible for the greatest 
syntheses of art, music, literature and thought ever made – ‘a contribution to 
civilisation itself’. 
Drawing on previously unseen archives, James Stourton in this authorised biography 
reveals the formidable intellect and the complicated private man who wielded 
enormous influence on all aspects of the arts and drew into his circle a diverse group, 
many of whom he and his wife Jane would entertain at Saltwood Castle. These 
included E.M. Forster, Vivien Leigh, Margot Fonteyn, the Queen Mother, Winston 
Churchill, John Betjeman, Graham Sutherland and Henry Moore. Hidden from view, 
however, was his wife’s alcoholism and his own womanising. 
From his time as Bernard Berenson’s protege at I Tatti in Florence to being the Keeper 
of Western Art at the Ashmolean aged 27 by which time he had published The Gothic 
Revival, the first of his many books to his appointment as the youngest-ever director 
of the National Gallery, Clark displayed precocious genius. During the war he arranged 

for the gallery’s entire collection to be hidden in slate mines in Wales, and organised packed concerts of German 
classical music at the empty gallery to keep up the spirits of Londoners. The war and the Cold War that followed 
convinced him of the fragility of culture and that, as a potent humanising force, art should be brought to the widest 
possible audience, a social and moral position that would inform the rest of his career. 
No voice has exercised so much power and influence over the arts in Britain as Clark’s. James Stourton has written a 
dazzling biography of a towering figure in the art world, a passionate art historian of the Italian Renaissance and a 
brilliant communicator who, through the many mediums of his work, conveyed the profound beauty and importance 
of art, architecture and civilisation for generations to come. 
I hate all forms of organisation and think them particularly tiresome when applied to artists and men of letters," 
wrote Kenneth Clark to John Betjeman in September 1939, "but something of this sort is necessary now." In August, 
Clark — then 36 and the youngest-ever director of the National Gallery — had proposed to the Ministry of 
Information that a war artists scheme be set up. In an October 1939 article headlined “The Artist in Wartime", he 
wrote: "There are certain things in life so serious that only a poet can tell the truth about them." Just 12 weeks into 
the war, the committee met for the first time, in November 1939, in the National Gallery. 
Clark thought that artists would "give some feeling of events which a mere camera could not do", and that the 
scheme "might be a means of keeping [them] out of active service". Or, as his wife, Jane, put it more bluntly: "to save 
our friends”. Even in the months before the committee was formed, Clark was being sent about 25 letters a day from 
artists asking for help.  
By 1940, a list had been made of more than 200 artists. Clark anticipated that they would be used to paint 
camouflage, devise propaganda and record the war. It was the last that interested him most. He was always dubious 
about the value of propaganda art, which he thought likely “to coarsen the artist’s style and degrade his vision". 
Although many artists signed up for camouflage, others saw it as a lower form of life. Edward Bawden told Clark: 
"The difference between being a camouflage officer and being given the opportunity of recording war scenes, is 
simply between making myself an efficient and conscientious servant and being allowed to rise on the wings of my 
profession."  
Clark wanted the scheme to ennoble the mundane tasks of war and allow ordinary people to see themselves through 
art. For this reason, abstraction was ruled out. Moreover, aesthetic merit could not be the sole criterion for 
acceptance. Clark recognised the worth of David Bomberg’s drawings, but judged that "his work looks artificial and 
done for effect, which is the last thing that we want our war 
records to be. I would rather they were a little dull and naive."  
On the other hand, he wrote to Cecil Day-Lewis of his admiration 
for Laura Knight’s "hearty gym-mistress” style of writing, which, 
like her popular painting Ruby Loftus Screwing a Breach Ring 
(1943), “has the courage of its own commonplaceness". At its 
most basic, war artist work was reportage and attained a 
documentary value. 
A great deal of Clark’s time was spent trying to release artists from 
the armed services, such as Carel Weight from the Royal 
Armoured Corps, and Mervyn Peake from "washing dishes". 
Some, such as Eric Ravilious, who died on an RAF mission in 1942, 
he could not save.  
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Matching artists with subjects also turned out to 
be a matter of trial and error. Because John Piper 
liked seaside subjects, for instance, he was sent to 
paint the Bristol Air Raid Control Rooms, which did 
not bring out the best in him. Then, in October 
1940, when Clark must have been extremely busy, 
he recommended that Piper go and paint a 
damaged church in Buckinghamshire. While Piper 
was there, he received a telephone call with 
instructions to go to Coventry, where the 
notorious night raid of November 14-15 had taken 
place and the cathedral was in ruins. From the trip 
arose Piper’s most powerful war work. 
Even better known are Piper’s views of Windsor 
Castle, painted in late 1941. These were not part 
of the war artists scheme, but were commissioned 
by the Queen, at Clark’s behest, in case the castle 
was bombed. Piper’s interpretation was dark and 
Clark was anxious about the Queen’s reaction, but 
after initial doubts she became fond of the set. 
When the King was shown the drawings, however, he turned to the artist and said: "You don’t seem to have much 
luck with the weather, Mr Piper."  
Henry Moore was probably the artist whose reputation was most enhanced by the war. Clark had failed to recruit 
him as a salaried war artist; not only had Moore seen too much of war in 1914-18, but as a sculptor it was difficult to 
see how he could contribute. 
Then, one night, in the early weeks of the Blitz, Moore stumbled on his most celebrated subject: the shelters. The 
sight of people sleeping on the platforms of the London Underground made him think of the rows huddled together 

in African slave ships. Soon after, Jane Clark wrote in a letter: 
"Henry Moore and wife have just been staying with us and he 
has brought such lovely drawings of people in shelters, really 
magnificent, that K bought the lot for £5O for his war artists 
committee." 
A number of artists turned against Clark when their work was 
rejected. CRW Nevinson referred to him as "Kenneth 
Napoleon Clark” and, in 1940, wrote that "it would be better 
to be gassed by the enemy than breathe in a hothouse 
atmosphere of museum cranks and didactic favouritism". 
Paul Nash was more troublesome. Early in the war he told 
Clark that he wanted to paint "monsters" - tanks, submarines 
and particularly aeroplanes. "This is the War of the 

Machines," he declared, "and they have taken on human and animal appearance." Nash then badgered Clark 
constantly about the RAF bigwigs who failed to appreciate him. When the Air Ministry later refused to renew Nash’s 
contract, Clark told Nash as tactfully as possible: "it [Nash’s painting Defence 0f Albion] will come in for a lot of 
criticism because you "have altered the proportions of the aircraft. People are used to artists changing the 
proportions of landscape... but there is something sacred about the nicely calculated proportions of an aircraft. . .” 
The most difficult of all was Wyndham Lewis, a veteran artist of the First World War who was living in Canada. Lewis 
offered to paint Canada’s industrial war effort and Clark enthusiastically agreed, whereupon Lewis rejected the fee of 
100 guineas (around £105), demanding instead £300, paid in advance, in order that he might be able to afford to 
return to England. Wartime currency restrictions made it difficult to send money abroad, and the scheme never paid 
for works that it could not first inspect, but Clark broke all the rules to accommodate Lewis, and the committee sent 
half the sum. A year later, Lewis claimed his painting was completed, and secured the other half of the money, but 
no picture materialised. He refused to send it and enjoyed teasing Clark, complaining to TS Eliot, Augustus John and 
anyone who would listen that he was being persecuted by an "art dictator": "I have a natural dislike of being 
patronised by sleek gentlemen for whom the Fine Arts is a fine lucrative official assignment, and the road up to the 
social summits for the clever climber? Clark said: "I fear that we have been simply swindled.”  
The war artists’ paintings were mostly shown at the National Gallery, but nine smaller exhibitions were also sent 
around the country. Attendance was impressive: 500 a day in Bath, 800 a day in Braintree. The scheme continued 
until the end of the war, and its’ terrible revelation: the concentration camps. The painter Mary Kessell arrived at  
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Bergen-Belsen on August 9, 1945 and stayed there for three weeks. She wrote Clark stricken letters from Berlin: "No 
words can describe this place. Every poet and artist and thinker should come and see it - and feel it. This white 
silence after chaos, so silent - one can hear the crickets singing. And the smell of thousands dead and creeping 
groups with bundles and nothingness for miles — but ruins." 
When the war artist’s scheme was finally wound up, it was 
estimated that it had cost the Treasury £96,000 for 6,000 
works of art. Clark worried that the hoard was "all bits and 
pieces; too many sketches and not enough major works", 
and bemoaned the preponderance of air-raid damage 
subjects, "which no artist can resist". But he was pleased 
that the gulf between artists and the public had been 
bridged. 
"Artists before the war... were painting for themselves with 
subjects the public couldn’t understand," said Clark in 
1941. "The war has given the artists a subject, something 
they feel deeply about." In a review Clark wrote in 1942 of 
one of his exhibitions, he argued that "English painting is 
becoming a great deal more English... a certain 
strangeness, and an almost dreamlike intensity". 
But the most delightful summary of the war artist’s scheme 
must be the series of 10 pen-and-ink drawings by John 
Betjeman, sent to the Pipers in 1941. They show Clark as "a great magician who lived in a beautiful office surrounded 
by Cézannes, pointillists, pens, abstracts, soft carpets and all manner of lovely things. This magician had a magic 
wand. Many a down-and- out artist came and slumped into one of his comfortable chairs and he had only to wave 
his wand and the artist’s dream was realised? 
Kenneth Clark’s War Artists scheme saved lives — and made the public care about modern art again.  

 

 
The Editor is disappointed to convey that the exhibition, indicated above, took place in Perth and ended on  
25th February this year. It would have complemented the article above perfectly. Given that this been 
curated exceptionally well we can only hope that it gets a wider audience than that north of the Tay! 
Did any members visit this exhibit, or do we know if it is to be transferred south?? We need to know. 
If members have any interesting snippets or articles to contribute the editor would be delighted to publish 
them and save a few research hours in the editing suite!! 
 

Morecambe Heritage Centre has an exhibition “The Great War” – from Saturday 8th April 
For days and hours of opening  check morecambeheritage.co.uk        
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Minutes of Lancaster Military Heritage Group Executive Committee 
Tuesday March 14 2017 at Skerton Liberal Club 

Present: John Lean (Chairman), Mike Diss (Deputy Chairman), Peter Dew (Secretary), Brian Jefferson (Treasurer), 
Robin Ashcroft, Arthur Bailey, John Harrison, Charles Jackman, Adrian Legge, Tim Roberts, Alan Sandham (Minutes), 
Liz Scott, Andrew Taylor 
Apologies for absence: Martin Edmonds, Pauline Elliott, Robin Jackson, Rory Legge, Amanda Johnstone  
Chairman: It was John's last meeting of the Committee as Chairman. He welcomed Tim Roberts (Morecambe Armed 
Forces Day) as a new member.  
Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting on January 10 were approved and signed. 
Matters arising: Peter reported that the Carol Service collection raised £264 in total - £202 for the Priory and £62 for 
the Priory Mustard Seed charity. 
Treasurer: Brian reported that the Annual Accounts will be audited by Arthur Metcalfe. April 1 will see £1,300 of 
subscriptions paid in. Spending of £180 on flyers and a banner for the April 27 talk was approved. LMHG would act as  
bankers for both Lancaster and Morecambe events. 
Membership: Brian reported that numbers stand at 143 with seven not yet having renewed.  
Press Officer: Alan reported on Press articles on Michael Hughes' talk (January 26) and Eric Grove's talk (April 27). 
Newsletter: Brian reported the deadline for edition 66 as the first week in April. 
Michael Hughes' talk: The talk at Skerton Liberal Club on January 26 by Professor Hughes, Head of History at 
Lancaster University, was well supported and encouraged our Group's contact with the department. The talk was 
entitled British Forces on the Eastern Front – a footnote to World War One. 
Dinner night: Speakers were suggested for a talk in the autumn. Charles Jackman will talk to Martin Edmonds about 
arrangements. 
Eric Grove's talk: This is scheduled for Thursday April 27 at the University of Cumbria, Bowerham at 7pm (buffet); 
7.45pm (talk). Professor Grove will talk on the unrestricted U-boat campaign in 1917 as part of the World War One 
series promoted by our Group and Lancaster University. 
AGM: This is scheduled for Tuesday May 9 at Westfield Memorial Village at 7pm followed by supper and talk by 
Robin Ashcroft entitled Soldiers on Everest. 
It is intended that Charles Jackman, Robin Jackson, Tim Roberts and Andrew Taylor are elected to the Committee and 
that Robin succeeds John as Chairman. Peter plans to stand down as Secretary. 
Armed Forces Weekend: Liz, who has the lead role this year, gave an update on plans for Lancaster on Saturday June 
24, including the Castle and Market Square, and advance publicity. Tours of the Priory Regimental Chapel are 
planned. VIPs to be invited include the Mayor and Chief Executive, High Sheriff and MP.  
Tim updated the Committee on events in Morecambe on Sunday June 25. VIPs to be invited include the Lord-
Lieutenant, Deputy Mayor and MP.  
Flag-raising will take place at both Town Halls on Monday June 19 at 10.30am. 
Future planned events: Autumn talk by Mark Connelly (WW1 series); centenary of White Lund munitions factory 
explosion October 1 (not a LMHG event); Cadet Competition; Carol service at Lancaster Priory on December 12 
(project officer Robin Ashcroft); talk by Darren Buckley ex-Parachute Regiment. 
Veterans' Champion: Liz circulated her Annual Report for 2016/17, which is to be presented to the City Council. 
Next meetings: AGM Tuesday May 9 Westfield 7pm; Executive Committee Tuesday July 11 Skerton 7pm 
 

The Christian Soldier – Charles Beresford 
Lieutenant Colonel the Rev Bernard William Vann, VC, MC & Bar, Croix de Guerre avec 
palme, was one of only three Anglican  clergymen to command an infantry battalion on 
the Western Front in the Great War and he was the only Church of England cleric to 
win the Victoria Cross as a combatant. His gallantry awards of the Victoria Cross 
together with the Military Cross and Bar were the highest recorded by any individual in 
The War List of Cambridge University. He excelled as a soldier setting a high standard 
for his men and his fearlessness was legendary in his Sherwood Forester Territorial 
Brigade. 
ln this overdue assessment of this multi-faceted and extraordinary man, the author 
Charles Beresford has enjoyed the co-operation of Bernard Vann's family and 
conducted extensive research including tracing papers and diaries of his fellow officers, 
colleagues and acquaintances. One chapter is  devoted to an assessment of the other 
500 ordained Anglican clergymen who volunteered for service in the British and 
Imperial armies other than as chaplains. Forty-three are known to have been killed or died in the conflict, including 
36 in the infantry. The details are based on the author's original research and have never been published previously.  
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LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP 
e-mail the editor at lmhg@live.com  

and view our website at www.lmhg.org 
For War Memorials in the Lancaster District www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk 

Search online for greatwarlancaster 
And now also on Facebook – search for Lancaster and Morecambe Armed Forces Day 

  

FOOTNOTE 
THREAT ALERTS IN 2017 EUROPE and AUSTRALIA (from Lynda, our Girl in Oz!) 
 JOHN CLEESE – just a touch Pythonesque! 
The English are feeling the pinch in relation to recent events in Syria and have therefore raised their security level 
from "Miffed" to "Peeved." Soon though, security levels may be raised yet again to "Irritated" or even "A Bit Cross." 
The English have not been "A Bit Cross" since the blitz in 1940 when tea supplies nearly ran out.  
Terrorists have been re-categorised from "Tiresome" to "A Bloody Nuisance." The last time the British issued a 
"Bloody Nuisance" warning level was in 1588, when threatened by the Spanish Armada.  
The Scots have raised their threat level from "Pissed Off" to "Let's get the Bastards". They don't have any other 
levels. This is the reason they have been used on the front line of the British army for the last 300 years. 
The French government announced yesterday that it has raised its terror alert level from "Run" to "Hide." The only 
two higher levels in France are "Collaborate" and "Surrender." The rise was precipitated by a recent fire that 
destroyed France's white flag factory, effectively paralysing the country's military capability. 
Italy has increased the alert level from "Shout Loudly and Excitedly" to "Elaborate Military Posturing." Two more 
levels remain: "Ineffective Combat Operations" and "Change Sides.” 
The Germans have increased their alert state from "Disdainful Arrogance" to "Dress in Uniform and Sing Marching 
Songs." They also have two higher levels: "Invade a Neighbour" and "Lose.” 
Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday as usual; their only threat is NATO pulling out of Brussels.  
The Spanish are all excited to see their new submarines ready to deploy. These beautifully designed subs have glass 
bottoms so the new Spanish navy can get a really good look at the old Spanish navy.  
Australia, meanwhile, has raised its security level from "No worries" to "She'll be right, Mate." Two more escalation 
levels remain: "Crikey! I think we'll need to cancel the barbie this weekend!" and "The barbie is cancelled." 
So far no situation has ever warranted use of this last final escalation level.  

     Page 14 

Chairman Capt  John LEAN  RN  01539 821977 jblean@btinternet.com 

Deputy Chairman Col  Mike DISS  01229 585812 /  
07811 504229 

mike_diss@hotmail.com 

Secretary & Past Chair Col  Peter DEW  01524 811396 pandpdew12@gmail.com 

Membership & Treasurer Sqn Ldr Brian JEFFERSON 01524 811837 / 
07876 710565 

piperswood@btinternet.com 

Dinner Organiser Martin EDMONDS 015242 21585 martin@haedmonds.freeserve.co.uk 

Dinner Secretary Pauline ELLIOT 01524 69716 pzenaelliott@aol.com 

RN Representative Lt Cdr Adrian LEGGE 015394 45252 adrian.legge@hotmail.com 

Archivist Rory LEGGE 015394 45252 rory-legge@hotmail.co.uk 

Press Officer Alan SANDHAM 01524  67989 alansandham@hotmail.co.uk 

 Robin ASHCROFT 07527 935798 robin.ashcroft7@icloud.com 

Sea Cadets Lt Arthur BAILEY 07500 947352  Arthur_bailey@standfast-barracks.com  

 Amanda JOHNSTONE 07453 718771 Amandajohnstone1962@yahoo.com 

 Col Robin  JACKSON 01524 34600 Robin.jackson54@btinternet.com 

 Lt Col Charles JACKMAN  Charles.jackman@gmail.com 

mailto:lmhg@live.com
http://www.lmhg.org/
http://www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk/

