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Welcome to your new Chairman.......... 
Chairman’s Introduction 

Since being elected Chairman at the AGM, I have considered the future 
direction of LMHG, and I offer these thoughts for wider debate between now 
and our Executive meeting in September. 
Our Constitution records that we were founded in 1999 to preserve the historic 
links between the Kings Own Royal Regiment and the City of Lancaster. Since 
then, further cuts in the Armed Forces have diminished their presence but 
LMHG has responded by widening its scope, in particular by adopting a tri-
Service approach and establishing strong relationships with our Reserve and 
Cadet Forces. The other two “legs” of our “tripod” have been the links with the 
civic authorities and with the Universities of Lancaster and Cumbria. 

With our lecture series we have attracted speakers of international renown, thanks largely to the 
influence of Martin Edmonds. Other major projects have included Jim Dennis’ work on the District War 
Memorials, Books of Honour and Reveille website and a continuing series of events such as the Streets 
of Mourning, which commemorate the centenary of the First World War. We have supported a tri-
Service Cadet Competition at Halton Camp, and been the mainstay behind the Armed Forces Day. 
None of this happens without a huge amount of voluntary work by what has become a diminishing 
number of individuals. The ability of our Group to sustain these activities in the face of the advancing 
age of our stalwarts is now open to question. I believe that just “soldiering on” is not a valid Course of 
Action, which is why I invite you to consider what our alternative COAs should be. 
The Aims of our Constitution are: “To maintain and develop the historical links between the Armed 
Forces, their supporting civilian services and the local community in the City and District of Lancaster. 
LMHG also undertakes to assist and support in whatever way may be appropriate the implementation of 
the Armed Forces Covenant signed by Lancaster City Council. The aims will be achieved through a 
programme of lectures, presentations, social functions, visits, newsletters, publications etc.” 
We are not a Statutory Body, and thus our ability to shape and influence events and actions is 
dependent on our ability to forge relationships with the civic and military authorities. We have no 
executive power, but the breadth and depth of experience and expertise within our membership 
certainly gives us the potential to advise and assist those who do. 
In setting out proposals for our future, may I use the old target indicators of Left and Right of arc? 
To the left of arc, one COA would be to concentrate our aim as a “learned society” on military history 
and our lecture series, and this would be perfectly laudable. 
To the right of arc, our COA would, in addition, encompass an open-ended commitment to civil-military 
engagement building on the work and projects, such as Armed Forces Day, outlined above. This latter 
COA is only sustainable if it can be adequately resourced, principally in terms of volunteer manpower to 
make these projects and events happen. All of the above is set in the context of the ageing demographic 
of our membership, and I would welcome suggestions as to how we expand our numbers. 
In summary, LMHG can be rightly proud of what has been achieved in the last eighteen years, and I can 
see many ways in which it can go on to further the Aims of our Constitution, but I believe that we have 
reached an important juncture where we should reflect on the art of the possible. One of the Principles 
of War is Concentration of Aim, and I seek your advice and guidance on how best to achieve this. 

Col. Robin Jackson 

 Editor’s Note – Robins’ contact information is on the back page – please do provide feedback 

Future Events 
Sun 17th Sep 6.30 pm, RAFA Battle of Britain Service St Barnabas Church, Morecambe. 
Fri 6th Oct: Annual Dinner Night.  Speaker Chris Donnelly, Russian expert  
Expected cost is £30pp – to book contact Robin Ashcroft: 07527 935798 or email: robin.ashcroft7@icloud.com 

Early Oct: possible talk on Morecambe munitions explosion- still TBC 
Wed 22 Nov 17 - Combined LMHG/University talk, ‘Contested Ground; the Ypres salient’,  
Speaker Prof Mark Connelly at  Lancaster University. Drinks and nibbles TBC 
Tue 12 Dec - Military Carol Service 1900 hrs The Priory – plus seasonal drink & mince pie! 
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ARMED FORCES DAY LANCASTER & MORECAMBE 
LMHG provided Lancaster with its fourth AFD in the Castle on Saturday 24th June and on Sunday 25th the Morecambe 
Bay Submariners Association provided a good AFD on the Promenade and in the Winter Gardens supported by LMHG. 
Over £4,000 was raised by LMHG, the Royal British Legion and RAFA during the events with LMHG expecting to donate 
£1,600 each to BLESMA and Combat Stress in the near future. Thank you to all our members who supported the raffle 
and the event days. Another great success. One of this years stars in Lancaster also appears on pages 3 and 4. 
On both Days the Mayor of Lancaster, Cllr Roger Mace, also an LMHG member, spoke the following words: 

“Even in these challenging days when members of the armed forces are on the 
streets of London in support of the police to help safeguard us from terrorist 
attack, it is all too easy to forget our Armed Services. 
They are always there, 24 hours a day 365 days a year maintaining our ability to 
go about our lawful and democratic business. Armed Forces Day marks a week 
in which we celebrate our Armed Services; our Navy, our Army and our Air 
Force and let them know that we recognise and appreciate the selfless and 
often unreported work that they carry out and the stress their families have to 
endure not knowing from day to day whether they will return safely. 
Celebrations for all the family are being held at Lancaster Castle and in 
Morecambe. These events are there for you to enjoy and also to demonstrate 
our community's support for our Armed Forces. It is the time for our 
community to show our gratitude for everyone who has served, is serving and 
will serve in our armed forces. 

It is difficult to pick out named people to thank for their hard work and enthusiasm in preparing for today. It would be 
inexcusable however, if l did not thank Chris Selkirk and the Duchy authorities for permitting use of the Castle, thank 
members of the Lancaster Military Heritage Group for organising the events here, thank my colleague Councillor Scott, 
for her untiring efforts as Veterans‘ Champion and thank the cadets, the exhibitors and all the other people and 
organisations who have contributed so much to making the day a success” . 
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Cdr Tim Roberts & Mayor draw the Raffle 

Sea Cadet Corps Band in Market Square 

Jeeps in the Castle 

 Standards dipped at drumhead service Morecambe 
Air Cadet stand Lancaster 



MARGERY SUTTON - QUARTON BRUNSKILL – HER WREN DAYS 
Margery Brunskill, from Cockermouth, entranced many at the display commemorating the Centenary of the 
WRNS on Armed Forces Day in Lancaster Castle. As Wren Sutton she served 1943-45 and some years ago 
wrote about her experiences. This is reproduced with her permission. 

We care about each other – the 
relationship is very special, a mixture of 
pride and sentimentality. At the 
celebration of the 75th anniversary of the 
W.R.N.S about 2,700 ex-Wrens gathered 
in St Paul’s Cathedral, graciously 
attended by H.R.H. Princess Anne. The 
band of the Royal Marines was playing 
Nimrod (Elgar) as I looked from the back 
of the Cathedral at the sea of women’s 
heads, grey, black, white, blond varying 
degrees of aging. I could not but think of 
the lives we had all experienced from 
young girls to mothers, aunts and 
grandmothers. A lump came in my throat  
and tears rolled down my cheeks. I was 
proud to be associated with them. 

                    Margery Brunskill with LMHG Member Alan Day 
At the beginning of the war we were mostly young, unsophisticated, inexperienced girls who left home for a 
“controlled adventure” of our life time. After coercing my father to sign the agreement for me to join the Wrens -  it 
was with excitement and not a little apprehension that I left for Blundell Sands, Liverpool. Whilst at Barrow railway 
station waiting for the train I recognised a girl with whom I had played hockey who was saying good-bye to her sister, 
Betty Stephens – we were introduced and remain friends to this day, though our lives took different paths after the 
war. (Sadly Betty died in 2016) 
Our emotions were a mixture of patriotism and sentimentality at leaving home for the first time, but full of 
excitement. We had no idea what to expect. I had six members of my family in the services, two in the army, two in 
the navy and two in the air force, this was to be my contribution to the war effort. Truthfully it was more than that, a 
chance to leave home, see and experience life without parental and siblings’ observation, nevertheless living in a 
disciplined environment.   
(How strange that as I am writing this epistle Nimrod is playing on Classic FM. I feel tears burning the back of my eyes; 
coincidence I think not!) 
The communal living I found was distinctly to my advantage, sharing a room with half a dozen girls in the same age 
group was great fun, how I imagined boarding school to be. Of course we had to soon lose our modesty and shyness. 
The next three years were a voyage of discovery of people, places, rules and regulations, making decisions of maturity 
and gaining more self-confidence; becoming aware of potential we never knew we had. Then there were the fun 
things, the dates, dancing, concerts, meeting people of different nationalities – a great cross section of mankind. My 
forté was singing and acting, lots of fun!  
For the first thirteen months I was in the Supply Department of HMS SHRIKE, Maydown, Londonderry. We had to be 
adaptable, and turn our hands to almost everything, secretarial work, typing, victualling, clothing, flying equipment 
and occasionally Fleet Air Arm stores, nuts and bolts and parts of any machinery. Of course one of the more pleasant 
tasks was fitting out the aircrew with their flying gear and safety equipment. Then we had all the book keeping, 
balancing accounts etc. Another job was duty supply Wren – this might include a squadron coming in at midnight, or 
night flying where we had to issue some hundreds of gallons of fuel to tankers for the aircraft. Eighteen years of age – I 
could not believe my fortune – it was a great life. My small effort was contributing to the war effort. 
After SHRIKE I was posted to a new station, Ronaldsway, Isle of Man. We had to “rise and shine”at 6 am each and cycle 
to and from the ablution block. It was a newly opened aerodrome – the facilities were far from complete, Spring 1944! 
There were not sufficient supply Wrens to operate, and I was given a huge hangar to administer. A Petty Officer’s job 
really – I felt so important – it didn’t matter that I was under-qualified for the post or indeed that I was not being paid. 
I was in charge with strict instructions from the Paymaster Commander not to allow any unauthorised person my side 
of the counter. I can see it to this day, a “pucker” R.N. Commander stating he was going to have a “look around” the 
store! With knees knocking I told him he was not allowed to. He immediately telephoned the Paymaster, Lt Cdr 
Coombes. The Commander went out with a flea in his ear metaphorically speaking! Ten minutes later the Paymaster 
rang me. “Well done, Sutton!” I was beaming with delight!  
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I carried on with the job until the appointment of a Petty Officer, when I was sent to Headingly College, Leeds to take 
my Leading Wren Supply examinations.  
From there I was drafted to HMS MACAW, Bootle, Cumberland, as it was then, now Cumbria. It was here I met my 
handsome Canadian Fleet Air Arm pilot with 803 Squadron. This was one of the first squadrons from the 
Commonwealth to transfer to the Royal Navy. Britain was desperately short of fighter pilots after VE-day, and the war 
continued in the Far East until VJ-Day. We spent a romantic courtship of walking on the fells, cycling and rowing on 
Coniston Lake. The war came to an abrupt end on August 15th 1945, my twenty-first birthday. I had to make a very 
important decision to marry within two months or wait for two or three years. Very exciting, though a bit of a shock. 
Love wow! (No time to collect thigs for my “bottom drawer” as brides did before marriage, usually for a year or two!) 
We sailed for Canada April 1946, deliriously happy, joining other war brides and husbands aboard the troop ship, Isle 
de France. I had really left home – not just home - but my country. I sobbed for two hours after leaving my family at 
Barrow-in-Furness. 
My story does not have a happy ending (does anyone’s?) I loved my husband and Canada. In 1947, two years after our 
marriage, my twin sons were born, we were ecstatic, what a lucky girl I was! Three months later my beautiful husband, 
Gerry Quarton, was killed in a flying accident in the Yukon at Watson Lake. Devastated, I returned home to Barrow -  to 
my family, now I really knew what life was about, living and dying. The honeymoon was over, I don’t regret any of it. 
Chapter closed. 

Margery Brunskill    23 July 1999 
 

British Steel for Royal  Navy’s Type 26 frigates 
THE Royal Navy’s new frigates will be built 
using large quantities of British steel, 
allowing BAE Systems and the Ministry of 
Defence to dodge the criticisms that dogged 
the start of work on the Trident 
replacement submarines. 
The defence giant has confirmed  steel from 
UK mills will be used extensively in the Type 
26 frigates. The Government signed a 
£3.5bn contract with BAE for the first three 
of the eight vessels earlier this month. 
Each of these ships will require about 4,000 
tonnes of steel, with about 35pc of this 
amount coming from UK steel makers. Steel 

from British producers will account for about 50pc by value of the total amount required and will be supplied through 
Bradford based Dent Steel Services. BAE is set to start physical construc tion on the frigates mid July with a steel 
cutting ceremony at its Glasgow shipbuilding base. 
In October a similar event attended by Sir Michael Fallon, the Defence Secretary, was overshadowed by news that 
the first steel cut for the £41 bn nuclear submarines had come from a French company. Both BAE and the MoD came 
under fire for the decision to use foreign steel as Britain’s own steel businesses were struggling to get back on their 
feet in the aftermath of a crisis that ravaged the sector and cost thousands of jobs. 
It is understood that British companies were invited to tender for all the steel used in the Type 26s, with the 
Government keen to see domestic suppliers involved to avoid a repeat of the submarine debacle. However, as the 
bidding process went on, it became clear that no UK companies were able to produce the thin plate steel required and 
a Swedish business will now supply this. 
BAE said: “The steel we procure must meet the very specific technical specifications for the complex Warships we 
deliver, as well as meet our customers’ needs in terms of availability time frames and budgets.  
“Steel for the Type 26 programme sourced by Dent Steel UK will come principally from mills in the UK and Sweden, 
which can meet the very specific requirements for the warships. Approximately 50pc of the value of steel for the first 
three Type 26 ships will be British; this equates to around 35pc of the overall weight”.  
As well as revealing the provenance of the steel for the vessels, BAE also announced a further 18 contracts for the 
Type 26 frigates. Along with the steel work, these will support about 550 jobs in Britain’s maritime industry and 
include deals for equipment such as the frigates sonar, gun, power train and helicopter landing systems. 
The agreement to start work on the Type 26 ships is one of the biggest UK defence deals in years and will guarantee 
work at BAE’s Scottish shipyards and throughout its supply chain for decades.  
So far the Government has committed a total of £4.7bn to the Type 26 programme — which is expected to last until 
2035 — on design work, equipment with long order lead times and development of weapons for the ships. 

The first Type 26 is expected to be delivered in the mid-2020s.               4 



LMHG Annual General Meeting and talk – 9th May  
Tribute to the work of Lancaster Military Heritage Group was paid at its annual meeting at Westfield Memorial Village 
on May 9 2017 by President Brigadier Peter Rafferty, Colonel of the Duke of Lancaster's Regiment. He said the group 
relied heavily on the volunteer spirit and remained relevant. Although it was heavily steeped in the tradition of the 
local regiment, the organisation had important tri-service representation and had made significant advances in 
reaching out to cadets. 
At the close of the meeting Brig Peter Rafferty thanked John Lean for his seven years of leadership of the group and 
commented on the advances we have made under John’s guidance.  He also presented him with a copy of The Lions of 
England, for which he was warmly thanked. 
He welcomed the work of the city's Armed Forces Champion Councillor Liz Scott and referred to the success of the 
group's annual Armed Forces Weekend and World War One centenary commemorations. 
Captain Lean thanked Secretary Peter Dew, Treasurer Brian Jefferson and the committee for their huge amount of 
work and support. 
Colonel Robin Jackson, who was elected Chairman, said he wanted to ensure that the group's unique civic relationship 
continued to flourish. Armed Forces Weekend on June 24 and 25 would be the seventh to be organised by the group. 
The previous six events had raised £23,000 for charity. 
 
“Everest – the Soldiers' Summit” was the title of the talk given by Robin Ashcroft following the AGM and buffet. Robin 
is formerly of the King's Own Royal Border Regiment and Curator of the National Mountaineering Exhibition at 
Rheged, Penrith. 
He spoke of the exploits of the explorers and mountaineers Sir George Everest, John Noel, Sir Francis Younghusband, 
Sir Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing, John Hunt, Charles Howard-Bury, George Mallory, Howard Somervell, Sir Chris 
Bonington and Doug Scott. 
 
Short Minutes of the 2017 AGM  Held in the Community Room, Westfield War Memorial Village on Tue 9 May at 7pm. 
Present.  The President, Chairman, Chairman(des),Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, seven other members of the 
Executive Committee and seventeen other members. 
Apologies.  Richard Storey, Martin Edmonds, David Elliott, Bernard Stam, Roger Brooks, Bob and Jane Latin. 
Chairman’s Annual Report. 
The Chairman report on his term as Chairman rather than just the last year.  In particular he praised Brian Jefferson for 
his enormous efforts and support during his term and he thanked him for his work on the News Letter, as Treasurer, as 
Membership Secretary and his contribution to Armed Forces Day.  He then thanked the other Committee Members for 
their contributions.  In his term of office he had overseen many changes.  These included the Armed Forces Covenant, 
the first Armed Forces Day, and the appointment of an Armed Forces Champion.  He commented on the combined 
LMHG and Lancaster University series of WW1 lectures, including the liaison with the University of Cumbria – this he 
felt increased the LMHG standing.  He mentioned our in house lectures and our military carol service and work with 
the cadets.  He was pleased to report that the group is anything but moribund. 
The Minutes of the AGM of 13 May 2016. 
These were printed in the July 2016 edition of the News Letter.  There were no amendments and were approved. 
Election of Officers. 
1. Chairman. The resignation of John Lean was approved. 
2. Election of new Chairman.  The appointment of Robin Jackson was approved.  Robin gave a short biography which 

included his work in the NHS, Reserve Forces service including Afghanistan and current role of MO at Weeton two 
days a week.  He also has overwatch care of Regular and Reservist Armed Forces Communities  and is also on the 
RFCA committees in the NW. 

3. Mike Diss then gave a thank you speech to the out-going Chairman.  He mentioned the great work done by John 
and likened him to a successful conductor of an orchestra.  In particular he mentioned his part in the WW1 
lectures, the excellent naval input during his term and John’s perceptive thank you speeches to our speakers.  He 
thanked Annie for her support. 

4. Officers Resigning.  The following officers on the Executive Committee resigned and offered themselves for re-
election; Mike Diss, Brian Jefferson and Pauline Elliott.  Approved  

Treasurers Report. 
The audited account is attached.  The Treasurer went through the figures.  He commented that the bank balance is 
slightly down (£5.9k to £5.8K) but the account is in a healthy position.  Since our inception we have contributed £23k 
to service charities.  Sheila Denwood proposed and Robin Ashcroft seconded that the accounts be approved.  Carried. 
Auditor.  Arthur Metcalfe was thanked for carrying out the audit.  Chairman agreed to write to him.  Arthur Metcalfe 
to be asked to audit the Fy 17/18 accounts. 
Membership report.  There are currently 143 members but contact has been lost with some of them. 

Any other business. Armed Forces Day 2017.  Volunteers needed.  Names to Brian Jefferson.              5 



Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment Update 
We began 2017 with all three battalions deployed. The 1st Battalion was in Cyprus the 2nd 
Battalion in Iraq as part of OPERATION SHADER, which is the name for the support the UK 
provides to train the Iraqi security forces. The 4th Battalion was not left out and deployed, with 2 
LANCS in support, on a 6 month UN tour in Cyprus as part of OP TOSCA. Our Reserves did a 
superb job. With the return in June of 2 LANCS to Weeton from OP SHADER, planning has begun 
in order to convert them into a Special Infantry Battalion (Spec Inf). There is a lot of work to be 
done and many implications to be addressed. 

While the selection of 2 LANCS for the Spec Inf role is overall very positive, there is also a wider Regimental impact 
with a large net reduction in posts within the battalion, mainly from Kingsmen needing to be assimilated. 
Although this is partly offset by increases to the 1st Battalion’s establishment, the net drop in numbers across the 
Regiment is likely still to be significant. This will have a knock on effect on the funds we are able to raise through the 
Day’s Pay Scheme and consequently reduce the money we have to spend. 
For the last 5 years we have spent within budget, but this will clearly be more challenging in future. We are looking at 
what this means to the budget and how we can mitigate the impact. It is, therefore, great news to highlight the fund 
raising efforts of our West Cumbria and Barrow branches, who together have collected over £2,000 for the Regiment 
this year. Also of note was a recent charity boxing event run by veterans in Liverpool, which raised £1,700. Thank you 
all for your sterling efforts. 
Our most notable event of 2016 was the unveiling by the Colonel-in-Chief of our new Regimental memorial at the 
National Memorial Arboretum (NMA). It was therefore fitting that in May, on the anniversary of the unveiling, we 
held a service at the memorial especially for members of the Association who were unable to attend the original 
unveiling. We brought together over 150 veterans from across the whole Regimental area. After the service, the 
veterans viewed the memorial, the spectacular Lion of England, which is now surrounded by 3 stone benches, one for 
each of our immediate antecedents. The day was rounded off by an excellent lunch. Despite bringing our traditional 
North West regional weather to the NMA, which forced the service indoors, spirits were not dampened, and all who 
attended thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Nec Aspera Terrent. 
Turning to RHQ itself, it is an HQ mantra that we must constantly evolve to stay relevant and meet new challenges. 
The drivers may be internal or external as is reflected by the closure of Ardwick Green in October last year and next 
year by the closure of our Area Office in Walker House, Liverpool by Easter. However, there are always opportunities 
in any situation and the closures have acted as a catalyst for us to advance more quickly and progress theon-going 
evolution of RHQ into a functionally organised, centralised HQ. There is no doubt that RHQ’s reorganisation has 
brought focus and consistency to what we have been doing and we have more effectively delivered support to our 
people. The benefits have also been reflected in our improved communications, as evidenced by the ‘Kingsman’. It was 
produced in a record time, bigger and better than ever. For those who said it couldn’t be done, you need only look at 
the evidence. As important, it has been revamped and given a fresher look, which has won much praise from far and 
wide. Change is just not internally driven, as shown in December by the announced closure of Fulwood Barracks in 
2022 as part of the Army Basing plan. This means we need to find a new home, probably in Weeton. We also await 
the results of the current Regimental Systems Management review into RHQs and the entire delivery of personnel 
support in the Army to see the impact for RHQ and our sponsored museums. Given the strategic context of 30% cuts 
to Civil Service posts across government, we must expect to bear our share of the burden. 
SUSTAINING THE REGIMENT 
Across the battalions, soldier retention is reasonable, but in line with the Infantry as a whole, recruiting dropped in 
2016/17. There are many reasons, but as a Regiment we are stepping up our efforts to ensure we get the numbers we 
need. This will require significant Regimental financial resources to support, which we have and will continue to 
provide. Organisationally we have ‘tested and adjusted’, with CO 4 LANCS being made responsible for delivering 
soldier recruiting and with our Main Effort shifting to Regular recruiting. The Regimental Support team has been 
reinvigorated, and we continue to provide significant financial support to recruiting. 
From a regional perspective, we performed reasonably well across the Regimental Area but in Liverpool there is scope 
to do better. It is a rich, untapped source of recruits and with the recruiting challenge we face we must better exploit 
its potential. This is made even more pressing with the need to rebuild the re-established A Coy in 4 LANCS. This 
year will, therefore, see an even greater efforts to recruit from Liverpool, starting with our Freedom Parade in Sefton 
on the 20th June and the National Armed Forces Day in the City on Saturday 24th June where we led the Army 
contribution and provided a Regimental presence in the Army Village. It was a tremendous day, attended by 
thousands of people. This will give us a firm base to go forward, but we need everyone to get behind the effort. 
ENGAGEMENT 
Our links with our Freedom Towns continue to strengthen. We are honoured to be given the Freedom of Sefton in 
June and Blackpool in July. Also in July we will exercise the Freedom of Appleby, Chorley and Lancaster. Our two 

new Freedoms bring our total to 28 and emphasise that we are the Infantry Regiment of the North West of England. 6 



North Korea’s growing nuclear threat 
The US has spent decades trying to slow North Korea’s nuclear programme. It hasn’t worked. Here is the 
most frightening thing you’ll read all day: Growing numbers of US intelligence officials believe North Korea 
can produce a new nuclear bomb every six or seven weeks. 
The threat is real. Here are a few more details. North Korea is on pace to have 50 nuclear weapons by 2020. 
It already knows how to miniaturize those weapons so they can fit into missiles capable of hitting Japan, 
South Korea, and the tens of thousands of US troops stationed in those two countries. And a long-range 
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of hitting the US - while not yet in Pyongyang’s arsenal - is 
now seen as a genuine possibility.  
The reclusive country’s steady efforts to develop that 
type of missile, have resulted in North Korean 
warheads that in a few years could reach the west 
coast of the USA. While attention is given to Kim’s 
probable desire to have weapons which have that 
reach, remember that London is much the same 
distance from Pyongyang, and that during the 1950-53 
Korean war Britain made the second largest 
contribution to UN forces after the United States, so 
maybe he does not have a friendly opinion of us. 
It is also notable that Seoul is well within range of the thousands of conventional weapons in North Korea’s 
enormous arsenal. Pyongyang could devastate the city of 25 million people without needing to use a nuclear 
weapon. We stood by South Korea in the 50’s. Would we now? 
President Trump faces the same hard question that bedevilled George W. Bush and Barack Obama before 
him: whether to risk war to prevent one of the world’s most unstable governments from building more of 
the world’s most dangerous weapons - including some capable of one day hitting the US – tests in the first 
week of July seem to suggest Alaska is now in range! Maybe it is also a matter for our Prime Minister? 
 

Offered For Sale: Allan Mallinson's Matthew Hervey novels  

A complete set of Allan Mallinson's Matthew Hervey novels – lightly used. There are 12 novels, ten paperback and two 
hardback. They would retail  for at least at £35. An offer of at least £25 for the set (to be donated to the RAFA Wings 
Appeal) would secure these books.  Delivery by arrangement. 

The Hervey novels are similar to the Sharpe novels written by Bernard Cornwell in that the heroes of both series of 
novels are British Army officers. Hervey (a cavalry officer), however, is a "proper" officer, unlike Sharpe (an infantry 
officer), who was raised from the ranks. Sharpe's campaigning was largely confined to the Napoleonic Wars, with some 
pre-Napoleonic India experience, whilst Hervey campaigned for many years afterwards in Canada, India, South Africa, 
Burma and the Balkans. In UK hardback publication order, the Hervey novels are:  

1. A Close Run Thing (1999): Cornet Hervey's adventures before and during the Battle of Waterloo. 
2. The Nizam's Daughters (2000): Hervey in India, defending the fictional princely state of Chintal  
3. A Regimental Affair (2001): problems in the regiment in England and Canada. 
4. A Call to Arms (2002): back in India, an independent excursion on the borders of Burma. 
5. The Sabre's Edge (2003): set in the First Burmese War in 1824, and the siege of Bharatpur in 1826. 
6. Rumours of War (2004): Hervey in Portugal in 1826, with flashbacks to the Peninsular War before 

the Battle of Corunna 1809. 
7. An Act of Courage (2005): Hervey imprisoned at Badajoz at Christmas 1826, with further flashbacks to 

the Battle of Talavera in 1809 and the Siege of Badajoz in 1812. 
8. Company of Spears (2006): Hervey in the Cape Colony in 1827 fighting the Zulus, immediately before the death of Shaka and 

the accession of Dingane. 
9. Man of War (2007): in 1827, Matthew Hervey is in England; unusually seeing no action. Meanwhile, in a parallel story line, his 

old friend Peto takes part in the Battle of Navarino. 
10. Warrior (2008): 1828 – Hervey is tasked with escorting an embassy to Shaka, King of the Zulus, whose motives are suspicious. 
11. On His Majesty's Service (2011): Hervey is an observer to the Russian army during their war with the Ottoman Empire in 1829. 
12. Words of Command (2015): 1830 and Hervey is in Belgium during a time of unrest. 

 

Veteran’s Savoy Tailor’s Guild navy blazer – as new, size 44” chest – offers (over £10?)  welcome – 

Contact the Treasurer on 07876710565 or by email to piperswood@btinternet.com                           7 
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PASSCHENDAELE 
Second only to the Somme in the horrors inflicted on British soldiery in 
the Great  War, the Third  battle of Ypres began 100 years ago this 
summer, on July 31 1917. ' When it finished on November 10, with winter 
rendering ' 
campaigning impossible, each side had sustained around a quarter of a 
million casualties — though the numbers continue to be disputed. 
At the conclusion of his rigorously researched history of the Battle of 
Passchendaele — a ridge five miles east of Ypres, where key engagements 
in the Third Battle of Ypres were fought between October 12 and 22 — 
Nick Lloyd, Reader in Military and Imperial History at King’s College, 
London, accepts a figure of 244,897. However, many were 
lightly wounded, and 64 per cent returned to front-line duties. He also 
accepts an official German figure for their casualties, of 236,241, including 
33,000 dead anD 38,000 missing. “As an exercise in attrition,” he writes, 
“it was, in 
large measure, a bloody draw — but because the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) was smaller, its losses were proportionately greater.” 
The events at Passchendaele itself come at the climax of Lloyd’s narrative: 
but he provides all the relevant context, not just of the preceding three 
months in the Ypres salient but in the year before that. It had begun in 
July 1916 with the catastrophe of the Somme which, as well as causing 419,000 casualties among the BEF called into 
doubt the strategic qualities of its commander, Douglas Haig. 
There followed the fall of the Asquith government in December 1916, and its replacement by David Lloyd George’s. 
He was cut from a very different cloth from Haig: he distrusted him, looked down on him intellectually, felt him 
deficient in understanding of the political necessities of war, but was also quick to feel either deceived or patronised 
by him. And although Lloyd George was right that Haig was not a great mind, slow to draw lessons from setbacks and 
prone to stubbornness — he did appreciate he needed a triumph to secure his position. The Third Battle of Ypres, he 
hoped, would be that. 
Passchendaele itself was key to capturing a German-controlled railway that supplied much of its Fourth Army. After a 
bloodbath 4 it was eventually taken by the Canadians; a victory of sorts rather than the draw Lloyd refers to. And 
although the BEF did lose a higher proportion of men, its achievement in its advances was made the more 
considerable because of its limitations. The BEF had 1.5 million men, assisted by around 180,000 French troops: they 
faced between 2.3 and 2.5million Germans.  
Lloyd George opposed the offensive, preferring a new front in Italy; -and the French opposed it too, their army and 
morale still battered after the even greater attrition of Verdun the previous year, and the failure of the Nivelle 
offensive in April 1917. General Robert Nivelle had led the French army only since the previous December: the failure 
of his offensive to break through near Reims led to his swift dismissal, and replacement by Philippe Pétain. There were 
threats of  mutiny in the French army, which Pétain had to neutralise: and it became clear that whatever his forces did 
next, another failure would devastate morale. 

 Lloyd George, on assuming  the premiership, 
promised a British public exhausted after two years 
of war a “knockout blow”. He believed that could 
come best somewhere other than the Western Front 
and, for that reason, 
had opposed the Nivelle plan. He could not get past 
what Nick Lloyd calls the “roadblock” of William 
Robertson, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff, 
who had shown his own formidable quality by being 
the only man in the history of the British Army to rise 
through every rank from private to field-marshal. 
He believed a British victory could come only “by the 
defeat or exhaustion of the predominant partner in 
the Central Alliance” — Germany. The Prime 
Minister resented this, and accused Robertson of 
being “cowed” and “bullied” by Haig, and regarded 
Robertson as unequal to the task. 

8 



Lloyd is excellent at describing the political tensions preceding the decision to fight again in Flanders: Lloyd George 
disliked Haig so much that he planned, in collusion with the French, to relegate him to the level of an Army Group 
commander under Nivelle: an idea scotched even before Nivelle himself had failed. With Robertson adamant, 
and Haig anxious to recover his credibility after the Somme, Lloyd George was outnumbered. 

However, as Lloyd relates, Flanders 
was an unfortunate place for the 
“knockout blow”. Its geology and 
drainage meant the terrain was 
wet habitually, and difficult to 
manoeuvre over at the best of 
times: however, the summer of 
1917 was one of the wettest in 
recent memory. “Troops coming 
into the line knew they were 
entering a perilous place where 
shelling and sniping were constant 
dangers,” Lloyd writes, “made 
worse by the grandstand view the 
enemy had of all-your 
movements.” To add to that, when 
the fighting started, it entailed 
wading through “a swamp-like 

pulp” that had been created by persistent heavy rain. 
Matters were made even worse by the choice of one of the most stubborn men in the Army, General Hubert Gough. 
His military career very nearly went on the rocks in March 1914 when he had led resistance among British officers at 
The Curragh in Ireland to taking up arms against loyal subjects of the King in Ulster, who feared the 
implementation of Home Rule. Lloyd says Gough had “suffered the curse of over-promotion” and the  Fifth Army, 
which he commanded, by the time of the Third Battle of Ypres “had acquired an unhealthy — if not entirely 
undeserved — reputation for the carelessness with which it prepared attacks”. He also “cultivated a climate of 
fear among his subordinates” and suffered from “an incomplete grasp of the realities of battle”. Perhaps  the most 
unpleasant of his traits was his willingness to blame his subordinates for his own mistakes. 
One of Haig’s failings was that he was a poor judge of character, and he came to regret 
his decision of entrusting the  command of the new offensive to Gough. When it went 
wrong, Haig had no choice but to move Gough to the flank of the attack and have it led 
by Herbert Plumer’s Second Army. “Haig’s optimism,” Lloyd notes, “was always one of 
his chief flaws as a commander.” Lloyd says the blame for this attaches to Haig’s head 
of intelligence, John Charteris, a “yes-man” who constantly fed him with stories about 
the closeness of victory. Gough did not properly plan the great attack of July 31, even 
though the preliminary bombardment of the enemy lines had by then lasted a 
fortnight. Tanks were deployed, but turned out to be of limited use on boggy ground. It 
rained solidly for the first week of the offensive: “Brown earth turned up like newly-
ploughed fields; broken coils of wire; clumps of dead bodies; scattered equipment, 

rifles, helmets and shell fragments.” 
Lloyd describes the mud-drenched stalemate blow by blow: he details many of the human stories, notably the 
astonishing deeds of men winning Victoria Crosses, such as the Tommy who, livid at the Germans, ran through 
no-man’s land firing a Lewis gun from the hip and killed 30 of them. One of the great features of this excellent book, 
absent from  too many less rigorous histories of events in the First World War, is a clear account of how things were 
on the German side, and how the British attack not only gained ground, but devastated German  
morale. Yet Lloyd George never entirely supported the campaign in Flanders, and certainly never seems to have 
understood the contribution it made to undermining them: and when in the final phase the bloodshed and carnage 
reached sickening proportions, he felt justified in having opposed it. 
Lloyd’s research is superb; the book is well-illustrated with photographs and maps; he brings the battle and its political 
context vividly to life. There are some stylistic shortcomings — when one reads repeatedly that losses were 
“not inconsiderable” one thinks for some reason of John Major — and sometimes the picture painted relies on 
supposition rather than fact, such as Lloyd’s assertion that Tommies going over the top will have lit a cigarette as they 
went on their way. But this is in almost every respect a model of what a work of military history should be, 
and is now perhaps the definitive account of this phase of the war on the Western Front. 
‘Passchendaele’ is currently available from Amazon for as little as £8.99 and is an extraordinary read. 
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CHURCHILL – the must see movie  
What breed of political animal was Winston Churchill? 
If this new biopic of the wartime Prime Minister is anything to go by, “a big one” 
is a reasonable start. As played by Brian Cox, he’s like a distant cousin of a brown 
bear or a Hereford bull, snuffling and stalking through his  subterranean 
Whitehall war rooms, champing at underlings and barking at his reflection, while 
cigar smoke uncurls from his nostrils in great, steaming snorts. In a low moment, 
he even describes himself as “a clapped-out, moth-eaten old lion whose teeth 
have been pulled so as not to frighten the ladies” — and Churchill’s commitment 
to making sense of its title character, and the historical figure into which he 
evolved, makes it less a period drama than a Work of scalpel-sharp political 
taxonomy. 
Rather than trying to encompass an entire lifetime, or even zeroing in on a Joe 
Wright’s forthcoming Churchill biopic DarkestHour, which takes place over the 
turbulent first few weeks of his premiership, Jonathan Teplitzky’s film plays out 
over the 96 hours before the D-Day landings — beginning on the “1,736th day” 
of the Second World War, as an opening caption soberly frames it. 
By this time, the Blitz was three long years ago, and the Churchill who galvanised 
a nation in those terrorised times has become a marginalised figure in the war operation, while Field Marshal 
Montgomery (Julian Wadham) and General Eisenhower (John Slattery) plot Operation Overlord, the coming Allied 
invasion of Nazi-occupied France. 
For Churchill, the plan smacks of costly old mistakes: specifically, the ruinous Gallipoli Campaign he personally 
championed almost three decades before. The result then was eight months of fighting that ended in Allied retreat 
and with more than 100,000 men dead, and the  culpability still weighs as heavily on him as if he were carrying one of 
their bodies on his back. The one terrain he still can’t be outmanoeuvred on, however, is rhetoric — and we see his 
talents deployed to subtle but dazzling effect early on, in a speech he rehearses like a stadium-rousing set-piece but 
eventually delivers to a small but vitally important audience of one. This is George VI (James Purefoy), at a meeting of 
the Allied high command at Southwick House, during which Churchill hopes to persuade the king to back his 
alternative strategy: less a multi-pronged attack than an entire cutlery drawer of manoeuvres, so as to outflank and 
outfox the Axis powers, and thereby minimise the risk. 
The meat of Teplitzky’s film comes in these verbal confrontations, and its best scenes are all head-to-heads, whether 
Churchill is butting heads with Monty over a map of the Normandy coast, or grumbling at his wife Clementine 
(Miranda Richardson) — whose role in the creation and maintenance of her husband’s political persona is given 
welcome room to breathe. And while you don’t envy Purefoy for a moment in having to follow Colin Firth’s George VI 
in The King's Speech, even at a seven-year distance, he’s quietly tremendous in a scene in which he dissects the 
strange inconsistencies of a leader’s wartime obligations: “My job is not to fight, not to die  I must exist. That is my 
duty.” 

Without wanting to overplay Churchill’s timeliness, let’s just say the film’s notion that 
true authority stems from complexity and compromise is a lesson Westminster’s Class 
of ’l7 would do well to heed. Still, if any of them have unexpected spare time on their 
hands in the immediate future, there’s always a cinema trip. 
They might also learn something from Cox, whose brilliant performance here isn’t a 
superficial Churchill impersonation — though the famous brandy-thickened baritone 
and lugubrious bearing are both impeccably reproduced — but a restlessly smart 
interrogation of the statesman’s image, and how the man behind it may or may not 
have measured up.  
The screenplay, by historian Alex von Tunzelmann, is laced with Train-spottery detail 
— minor items of  Churchilliana, such as his preference for a hole punch nicknamed 
Klop over clips and staples, are dropped in as character-revealing details — but it’s 
also refreshingly unafraid to pick over its subject’s carcass. Churchill isn’t a stop-you-

in-your-tracks reinvention of the biopic like Pablo Larrain’s Jackie: it’s still ultimately beholden to the genre’s good 
manners, with the obligatory pretty cinematography and music. But when Cox finally announces: “This is the Prime 
Minister speaking” as he delivers his D-Day address to a waiting nation, you understand the significance of those six 
words exactly — both what they mean, and what they need to mean in order to mean anything at all. Now, that’s 
escapism. 
The film is currently on general release but not all cinemas are showing it – if you do have the opportunity it is well 

worth the effort. 
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The Northern Patrol in WW1 
Never heard of it! Quite so. Yet, and here I make a challenging statement, it probably had more of an impact upon the 
outcome of the war and bringing it to an earlier end than either the battle of the Somme or Jutland . Read on. 
 
Introduction 
From day one of WW1 the RN carried out a distant naval blockade to cut trade to and from Germany, including goods 
carried in neutral vessels. In previous wars blockades had been close to the enemy’s shores, but the advent of 
torpedoes and mines together with submarines (with no means of detecting those submerged) and torpedo boats 
made this impracticable. Instead the RN blockaded the Channel and the far north of the North Sea. Its result was that, 
by the final days of the war, Germany was literally starving to death. This made a significant contribution towards 
winning the war which has earned almost no recognition. This statement is not to decry the massive contribution of 
those who gave their lives on the Western Front and other battlefields, but without the trade blockade the fighting 
would have gone on longer, the death toll even higher and the eventual result less predictable.  

10th Cruiser Squadron 
The uncongenial and unglamorous task of carrying out the Northern Patrol was allocated to the 10th CS under the 
command of Rear Admiral de Chair and consisting for the first 5 months of derelict and far from high profile cruisers, 
but their poor sea-keeping capabilities, old and unreliable engines and need for frequent re-coaling soon showed them 
unsuitable for these operations.                                                 
 After 5 months Armed Merchant Cruisers took 
over the task. These were large passenger liners 
and fast cargo vessels fitted with either 4.7in or 
6in independently operated guns and which 
were faster, had better sea-keeping and more 
reliable machinery than the derelict cruisers.  
Sailors’ humour to the front, the AMCs were 
referred to as Admiralty Metal Coffins, for, 
because of their size and their construction 
having few of the characteristics of warships, 
they were extremely vulnerable to being on the 
receiving end of gunfire. Later armed trawlers 
were added to the force for inshore work. 
Warships from the Grand Fleet or other 
commands were sometimes temporarily 
attached to the Northern Patrol.  

The Crews  
Those of the AMCs were mostly not RN. They had a RN Captain; the previous master of each ship was usually 
appointed as the second in command with the rank of Commander RNR (thereby causing friction in some cases). The 
crews were a mixture of very few RN (usually included one or two officers, the Gunner, a telegraphist and a small 
number of others), RNR, RNVR, some who had served in their ship in civilian life and fishermen. Difficulties arose from 
sailors doing the same job having very different rates of pay. Many of the crews came from Liverpool. Overall the 
sailors bore their burden with stoical resignation, with an almost fatalistic acceptance of their situation. One or two of 
the captains, exhausted, died while in command and others had to be invalided from their appointments.  
 
Patrol Task  
The patrol area was huge, stretching from southern Norway to the Orkneys, Shetlands, Faroes and Iceland, then north 
east to northern Norway close to the Arctic circle. The task was in one word, thankless (but no worse than being in the 
trenches). They had to intercept every ship and ascertain its cargo, but without neutrals of whatever nationality feeling 
hard done by. Generally the intercepted ship was ordered to stop and a boarding party sent across in a ship’s boat to 
examine the manifest and the ship’s holds if necessary, a process not without considerable risk. (The Germans 
deployed two decoy ships.) These boarding parties were often in command of a midshipman RNVR. They had to be 
wary of all kinds of subterfuge (eg barrels of flour often containing cotton for the manufacture of munitions, a crate of 
onions made from rubber). Aircraft and armoured vehicles destined for Germany were found. The fishermen in the 
ships’ crews were prized for their skills in launching small boats into dangerous seas to board a potential contraband 
runner. If the ship was suspect it was ordered to enter a British port, with a prize crew embarked (who incidentally had 
to take their own provisions for there was no obligation upon the ship which had been boarded to feed them or even 
give them a drink!).                                                                                                                                                                              11 
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The intercepted ship would than face a Prize Court. (One of the bonuses was that the Court might award prize money 
to the crew). In a day an AMC might board 5 ships. Typically in 1915 one ship boarded 159 ships, sent 50 of them to 
port for inspection and spent only 94 nights in harbour. Bearing in mind the huge area, the limited number of ships on 
patrol, gales, long nights and frequent low visibility, ships inevitably managed to slip past the blockade.  Overall the 
squadron inspected almost 13,000 merchant vessels at sea. Only 642 ships managed to penetrate the blockade 
without being inspected.  

Weather 
 This varied from bad to atrocious. In summer there was frequent mist; in other seasons fierce gales, raging seas, long, 
dark nights and heavy grey skies, temperatures below freezing. Winds were frequently force 9 or 10, and every now 
and then, when two large waves combined, there would be a “lump” the height of ships’s masts which could badly 
damage or occasionally sink even the most robust of ships.  

Opposition 
Apart from the weather, German U-boats (‘Unterseeboot’), their guns, torpedoes and mines. One of the obsolete 
cruisers was sunk by a U-boat, and 9 AMCs were lost.  Secondly, public opinion in particular in the USA. At one time 
there was serious concern that the USA might enter the war on Germany’s side because of the blockade. Danes, 
Norwegians and the USA were the main 
ones to attempt to evade the blockade 
and it severely strained relations; some 
US companies had grown wealthy 
supplying armaments and other material 
to the protagonists. Furthermore the 
blockade had doubtful legality under 
international law, in particular Britain’s 
definition of contraband was highly 
contentious for it included foodstuffs. 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Holland 
were affected for Britain was concerned 
that food imported to these neutral 
countries would be passed onto 
Germany.  Eventually agreements were 
signed which limited their imports of 
military value including food, which 
made re-exporting less likely. 

Impact upon Germany 
By 1915 German imports were just 45% of their pre-war level. Between 1916 & 1917 German imports of grain had 
been reduced from 20,000 tonnes per month to 3,000 tonnes. The import of fertilisers suffered and this had a huge 
impact upon German agriculture. In 1914 the import of various food staples had been reduced by between 19% and 
42% and price controls on food were introduced. Bread rationing was introduced in June 1915, of other commodities 
later and the ration for eggs became 1 per person per fortnight. By 1916 the population was having to survive on a 
meagre diet of dark bread, slices of sausage without fat, 3lbs of potatoes per week and turnips. Then the potato crop 
failed and Germany had a poor grain harvest, making for them the winter of 1916/17 their worst time (‘the turnip 
winter’). Looting and food riots started in 1916, including in Vienna and Budapest. The diet was equivalent to 1,100 
calories per day, whereas 2,500 are needed to sustain a working life. This destroyed the health of the nation and 
diseases and epidemics spread.  Shoes and soap were also in short supply. Germany used all this trying to justify to the 
USA the 1917 start of their unrestricted U-boat campaign This hit the morale of front line troops. One U-boat captain 
who committed an atrocity attempted to justify it by saying that Britain was starving his children. The collapse of 
German morale on the Western Front in the autumn of 1918 was in large measure due to the reports that combatants 
were receiving about conditions at home.  
Afterword 
Andrew Bonar Law, a member of the war cabinet, said in the House of Commons on 12 November1918 “the downfall 
of the military colossus was due to blockade, which had sapped the whole foundation of Germany”. AJ Balfour, also in 
the war cabinet, noted that “the labours of the 10th Cruiser Squadron were more continuous, more important and 
more successful than any other branch of His Majesty’s Naval Forces”.  One or two officers on the blockade gained a 
promotion, a few an award, but by and large they did not gain recognition.  
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Minutes of Lancaster Military Heritage Group Executive Committee 
Tuesday July 11 2017 at Skerton Liberal Club 

Present: Robin Jackson(Chairman), Mike Diss, Brian Jefferson (Treasurer), John Lean, Tim Roberts, Alan Sandham, Liz 
Scott,  Andrew Taylor, Peter Dew. 
Apologies for absence: Martin Edmonds, Pauline Elliott, Adrian Legge, Rory Legge, Amanda Johnstone, Robin Ashcroft, 
Tony Martin, Charles Jackman, Arthur Bailey.  
Chairman. RJ welcomed everyone to the meeting, his first as Chairman.  He mentioned the wide spectrum of events 
we are involved with from our high grade speakers and our tie up with the Universities to our watch on the Armed 
Forces Covenant, our participation in Armed Forces Days, our charity work and liaison with Reserve Forces and Cadets 
(in spite of the constraints in using either) and a variety of other events.  He will look at the Groups demographics and 
Constitution and see that our aims are sustainable.  He asked that we all consider the direction of the Group by 
September’s meeting. 
Minutes: There was one minor amendment to the minutes of 11 Mar on the number of members - noted.  The 
minutes of the meeting on March 17 were then approved and signed.  There were no matters arising. 

Reports. 
1. Treasurer: BJ produced statements for both AFD and the Group’s accounts. There were one or two minor AFD 
matters outstanding.  It was agreed that a contribution be made to the Morecambe Sea Cadets band and any left over 
money, including the residue of the Westfield grant, be included in the sums donated to our chosen charities.  The 
amount collected is over £3200 to be split between the charities.  Our Group bank balance stands at £4200, a healthy 
figure.  BJ also requested that we review our cheque signatories at the next meeting.  RJ mentioned the Armed Forces 
Discount Scheme, which he thought we could use. 
2. Membership: BJ reported that numbers stand at 143 with over 20 not paying a subscription or a full one.  RJ 
mentioned the need to recruit more members and he would address this at the September meeting. 
3. Press Officer: AS reported on the publicity in the Guardian and the Visitor for AFD, which he thought was 
reasonable coverage, our best PR yet.  There were also reports on the Eric Grove talk and our AGM in May.  BJ also 
mentioned the adverts on the Stagecoach buses and the half page adverts in the local papers. 
4. Newsletter: BJ has sufficient articles for the next NL, which he hoped would be printed and sent out w/e 21 Jul 17. 
5. Archives. BJ said he and RL had weeded out surplus items. 
Recent events.  
1. Talk on 27 Apr 17 by Prof Eric Grove - an interesting if somewhat controversial talk.  Well attended and the buffet 
arrangements were very good.  RJ to pursue the links with the University of Cumbria. 
2. Armed Forces Day 2017. 
a. Flag Raising.  Lancaster was better than before and LS thanked for her efforts to achieve it.  Morecambe had an 
excellent Flag Raising with over 100 school children as well as veterans, thanks to the efforts of TR and team.  
b. Lancaster.  Disappointing numbers, est 1200-1500.  Noticeable lack of uniformed support.  No ACF drums.  A change 
of AFD model needed for next year.  In spite of the criticisms a good effort. 
c.  Morecambe. A good day with up to 15,000 people in the area and a further 2,000 in the Winter Gardens.  An 
excellent parade and Drum Head Church service. There was plenty of music but a poor uniformed response. TR hopes 
for more dynamic exhibitors for next year and a 1600 hrs finish to avoid the ‘tail off’. 
d. Finance.  Already discussed previously but BJ/AT said additional money was raised by RBL (£500) and RAFA(£200). 
e. AFD 2018.  Sat 30 June. To get better cadet involvement organise a cadet ‘dance off’.  RJ to leave discussion onAFD 
2018 until next meeting but meanwhile thanked everyone for their huge efforts over AFD 2017. 
Future Events. 
1. Morecambe munitions explosion, Sun 1 Oct. Details of civic organised event not yet received.  BJ to get details for 
next NL 
2. Cadet competition.  Still no sponsor but RJ will talk to Col Judd, Commandant Lancashire ACF. 
3. Dinner Night.  Both RA and ME have spoken to Chris Donnelly, Russian expert and special advisor to three NATO Sec 
Gens, about a date in early November, to which he is amenable.  RA and ME to progress. 
4.  Wed, 22 Nov 17.  Combined LMHG/University talk, ‘Contested Ground; the Ypres salient’, by Prof Mark Connelly at  
Lancaster University. BJ to talk to CPB for details. 
5. Tue, 12 Dec 17.  Military Carol Service 1900 hrs The Priory.  RA/PD 
Veterans' Champion: LS stated she would like to form a Friends of AFD under the auspices of LCC, which should help 
the City to claim ownership of AFD.  A discussion followed including the need to get out VIP invitations earlier and RJ 
agreed to email the CEO about the future of AFD, including a meeting with CEO, LS, TR, BJ and himself. 

Next meeting: Tuesday 12 Sep 17, Skerton 7pm. 
PD, Secretary 
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LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP 
e-mail the editor at lmhg@live.com  

and view our website at www.lmhg.org 
For War Memorials in the Lancaster District www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk 

Search online for greatwarlancaster 
And now also on Facebook – search for Lancaster and Morecambe Armed Forces Day 

  

FOOTNOTE 
 

Isil to bring War to the Mediterranean? 
Despite the apparent progress in Mosul and elsewhere, there are concerns that ISIL militants hope to build a maritime 
arm to carry out attacks on shipping in the Mediterranean. The march of Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant along the 
Libyan coast has cast an “uncomfortable shadow” across sea trade according to Vice-Admiral Clive Johnstone, 
commander of Nato’s maritime command. 
The spread of sophisticated Russian and Chinese weapons to armed groups in the region also means there is the 
“horrible opportunity” for the extremists to hit a cruise liner or container ship. Libya’s collapse into chaos and Isil’s 
seizure of the coastal city of Sirte has prompted alarm in Europe, with countries including Britain considering sending 
thousands of troops to train local forces. 
The potential for terror at sea was illustrated by the suicide attack, claimed by al-Qaeda, on the warship USS Cole in 
Aden in 2000. As the Mediterranean has become increasingly militarised, commercial and tourist shipping is 
potentially coming under threat. Chinese, Russian and Korean weapons are finding their way to militant groups such as 
Hamas and Hizbollah.  
Any act of random maritime terrorism will suddenly have extraordinary implications for the Western world.” 
Nato must also not allow itself to be “hustled out’-’ of the eastern Mediterranean, where the Russian navy is 
increasingly active, Vice-Adml  Johnstone said. 
 Elsewhere, he said patrols by Russian submarines in the North Atlantic were back up to Cold War levels with activity 
so high that some Nato members are said to be considering redeploying submarines from the Mediterranean to 
northern European waters.  
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