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2017 – A year of change.......? 
Chairman’s Introduction 
I read that the MoD is braced for a further reduction of the defence budget. Yet we surely live in more 
uncertain times. With the forthcoming Trump presidency, assumptions about continuity, and for the 
future taking the same essential direction as it has since WW2, rely upon the new president having 
meant few of his campaign pledges. His tweets about Israel indicate that’s unlikely. The bedrock of our 
security, NATO, has been in his firing line. Not only may it be time to reassess whether we can be 
totally reliant upon the USA to come to our defence but also be time to drop the pretence that we 
have a “special relationship” with the USA.  
A glance around the rest of the world does not reassure. Russia having risen from the ashes of the 
Soviet Union has in Putin a greatly admired strong leader. His actions have dominated the situation in 
Syria, the brutality of his armed forces is ignored and his protégé, Assad, looks likely to survive; all this 
in a vacuum allowed by the USA and with the UK standing aside in a manner which would have been 
unimaginable some years ago. In addition Russia has been flexing muscles in cyberspace and wreaking 
havoc in the process. Putin has shown that he is an opportunist alert to exploit weakness, see page 5. 
Angela Merkel seems weakened by her open-door policy for migrants; Italy’s government has been 
weakened by its lost referendum; Greece’s financial problems are far from over; in Turkey Erdogan 
becomes more prickly. Saudi Arabia is suffering from low oil prices, Iran has been released from 
sanctions and killing continues in Yemen. I could go on, but will restrict myself to adding that further 
afield there is Kim in North Korea with his nuclear missiles (I was in that theatre during the Korean 
War) and China has been flexing muscles in the south China Sea and thereby causing alarm about the 
freedom of navigation along a major mercantile route.  
Does this all this signify a time to reduce our defence capability? One takes fire precautions 
commensurate with the fire risk. I know this is not a prefect analogy, but, despite all the clamours for 
more funding for the NHS and the elderly (us?), this must be the time for strong leadership in 
Westminster to place defence needs in context. We are lucky to have the Army’s Strategy Adjustments 
detailed on pages 4 & 5 by Col Chris Owen. From a maritime perspective the RN needs more hulls (the 
assessment some years ago was 50 destroyers and frigates were required; the number has dwindled 
to 19 – see page 6) and surveillance aircraft (or can drones do the job nowadays?). We ignore at our 
peril the lessons of both world wars that campaigns against our maritime trade can bring this country 
to its knees in a matter of months.  Are we really going to reduce our defence budget in real terms? I 
know that there are no votes in defence, but is there a statesman/woman out there?  
LMHG have been busy in late 2016 with the Remembrance period and a biggest ever congregation for 
the Annual Carol Service. We have laid plans for 2017 to continue our support of Armed Forces Day, 
ably led by Cllr Liz Scott this year and for a resumption of the Cadet Competition at Halton Camp. The 
lecture programme is shaping up (see below) and our AGM will lead to a shake up of the Executive as I 
stand down as your Chairman in May. It is crucially important that we maintain strong leadership as 
we promote our aims in the District in a fully professional manner and I urge a healthy debate to 
ensure the transition is seamless at the AGM in May. 

John Lean 

Winter/Spring Events  

Thur 26th  Jan - Prof Mike Hughes talk on The British Military in Russia 1914-18 – brief page 3 
 7pm at the Skerton Liberal Club buffet snacks £5pp: Book through Peter Dew 01524-811396 
Mar (preferably)???  Dinner Night.  ME suggested a journalist, Frank Gardner.  Possible 
alternatives Rory Stewart or Peter Barton 
Thu 27 April.  Joint LMHG/Uni talk. Prof Eric Grove on the ‘Unrestricted U boat Campaign, 
1917 Bowerham campus in Lancaster of the University of Cumbria. See detail of talk page 3    
Buffet supper (pre-booking required), cost £12.50   at 7.00 pm; lecture at 7.45 pm.  
                                                               Names please to John Lean (jblean@btinternet.com) 
Tue 9 May.  AGM. 7pm at Westfield with supper and talk on Mt Everest by Robin Ashcroft 
24 and 25 Jun.  Armed Forces Day.  Lancaster on Saturday, Morecambe on Sunday

 

N 

E 

W 

S 

L 

E 

T 

T 

E 

      R 

65 
January 

2017 

 

 



LMHG Carol Service  
Cadets and their families were among a large congregation at Lancaster Military Heritage Group's annual Christmas 
carol service at Lancaster Priory on December 13 2016. The Priory choir directed by Don Gillthorpe led the singing 
with Jeremy Truslove organist. They also performed What Sweeter Music by John Rutter. 
Standards were paraded and prayers were led by the Rev Chris Newlands, Vicar of Lancaster, and the Rev Robert 
Canham, Trustee of Westfield War Memorial Village.  
Readings were given by Junior Cadet Lucy James, of Morecambe and Heysham Sea Cadets; Cadet Sergeant Major Jack Nicholls, 
of Normandy Company, Lancashire Amy Cadet Force; Flight Lieutenant Alan Rennie, of Carnforth Air Training Corps; Major G. 
Collier, of the Royal Logistic Corps; Steve Good, of Westfield Village, who served in the Yorkshire Regiment; Lieutenant Colonel 

Gareth Wright, Deputy Commandant of Lancashire ACF; and Councillor Robert Redfern, Mayor of Lancaster. A collection was 
taken of £260.13 and a donation of £65.13 was made to Mustard Seed  to support the homeless in Lancaster. 
Peter Dew, Secretary of the Group, welcomed everyone and thanks were expressed by Treasurer Brian Jefferson. 

Seasonal refreshments were served.                                                                                                                                             2 

                         Great War Lancaster 
The public launch took place in  

LANCASTER LIBRARY  
On Friday 11th November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Friday 11th November we finally concluded the 
launch of the Hertage Lottery funded ‘Streets of 
Mourning’ project. The flier above promoted the 
event and will also be used to continue to promote 
the website’s use in schools and colleges. 
If you would like to look at the finished product you 
can do so by searching online for Great War Lancaster 
This will open up a collection of related websites : 
 

Lancaster War Memorials: Records details of war 
memorials in the Lancaster District and provides 
details of the 2,700 plus men and women recorded. 
Streets of Mourning: This provides details of the over 
1,000 "Men of Lancaster" killed in the First World War. 
These can be investigated through a map-based 
interface that allows you to find details by street, by 
school, and by employer. This is the Reveille website 
developed by Brigadier Jim Dennis. 
Lancaster in the Great War: Community Stories: This 
site takes stories and memories of Lancaster in the 
First World War from contributing members of public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The life of Maurice Denwood. 
A founder member of LMHG, Maurice Denwood, died 
peacefully at home on October 26 2016, aged 89. 
Maurice had the distinction of being both the son and 
husband of Mayors of Lancaster. 
His father, Charles Denwood, was Mayor in 1967-68 

and his wife, Sheila, 
held the office in 
2012-13. Sheila is a 
former chairman of 
LMHG. 
Born in Lancaster as 
one of five children, 
Maurice attended 
Skerton and the 
Boys'National School 
before joining the 
Army aged 17. He 

served in the King's Own and then the King's Own 
Royal Border Regiment in India during the partition. 
Maurice worked in the building and electrical trade 
and for British Rail until his retirement. He was a keen 
Labour Party member. During the past 21 years he has 
strongly supported his wife in council work, including 
as Mayor and Deputy Mayor's Consort. Tribute to 
Maurice's life was paid at his funeral in the King's Own 
Chapel of Lancaster Priory on November 9 by the Rev 
Chris Newlands. Burial followed at Lancaster 
Cemetery. Donations in Maurice's memory were for St 
John's Hospice and the Royal British Legion. 
 

Armed Forces Day Appeal     
I am writing as both a member and as 
the Armed Forces Champion for 
Lancaster City Council. Armed Forces 
Weekend this year is 24th/25th June in Lancaster and 
Morecambe respectively. 
We want to put on another exciting event with Army 
Reserves, Local Cadets, Climbing Wall, Military 
Vehicles and Military Modelling, Exhibitions, Jazz band 
and Heroes Raffle Draw. However, to make it work 
and to make it a success we need help to deliver it. 
The Working Group is currently small and more hands 
are required. Please let me know if you are able and 
willing to help. Call me directly, or any member of the 
Executive to offer your help.   
Regards, Cllr. Liz Scott - 01524 381855 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to experience this unique Lancaster 
University project, supported by Lancaster Military 
Heritage Group and made possible by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  
Guidance for exploring the website and 
contributing from your own families or streets 
experiences of the war is overleaf, if you miss the 
launch in the Library.  

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/ww1streets
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/greatwar/


Thursday 26 January Prof Mike Hughes talk on The British Military in Russia 1914-18  
It is often said (and rightly) that the importance of the Eastern Front in 1914-1918 has been rather neglected by 
historians based in Western Europe and the USA.  Still more forgotten are the lives of the small band of British 
soldiers and sailors who were based in Russia during the First World War.  They were not sent there to fight, but 
rather to liaise with Russian military commanders, and to promote the effectiveness of the Anglo-Russian alliance.  
The men posted to Russia are largely forgotten today, but they had a fascinating time there, watching appalled as 
the Russian armies collapsed and the Tsarist Empire disintegrated.  A number of them also exceeded their 
instructions by trying to influence the course of Russian politics, particular in the months that followed the February 
Revolution of 1917, which swept the Romanovs from power.  British soldiers and sailors posted to Russia were 
desperate to ensure that Russian remained an effective military ally capable of maintaining opposition to Germany 
and Austro-Hungary in a two-front war.  The talk on Thursday 26th January will focus primarily on the views and 
activities of three men: General Alfred Knox; General Sir John Hanbury-Williams; and Commander Oliver Locker-
Lampson. 

 

Thursday 27 April 2017 – Please book early 

Lecture by Professor Eric Grove - The Unrestricted U-boat campaign which started in 1917 
Why this subject? 
At the end of 1916 there was stalemate on the Western Front with both sides having suffered hideous loses; 
the Royal Navy's distant blockade was gradually having greater impact causing shortages including of food in 
Germany; the battle of Jutland had been inconclusive; and the Germany Army demanded that their Navy did 
more. Their Navy assessed that if for 6 consecutive months they could sink 600,000 tons of our merchant 
shipping per month, thereby causing Britain shortages of raw materials, fuel and provisions, we would have to 
sue for peace (which would hardly have been on favourable terms). In April 2017 their U-boats sank 850,000 
tons of our shipping and this caused severe worry. The Germans proceeded well aware that it might prove to be 
the catalyst to bring the USA into the war (which was the case). 
The lecture will take the focus away from the Western Front and onto the sea, upon which it seemed depended 
the entire outcome of the war. 
Did you know that the first US Forces to feature this side of the Atlantic in the war were USN destroyers which 
operated off the south coast of Ireland and that it was agreed that they should be under British command? 
There are so many aspects to the subject, it should be a fascinating lecture by this country’s pre-eminent naval 
historian. 
 

Six gentlemen, one goal - the destruction of Hitler's war machine 
In the spring of 1939, a top secret organisation was founded in London: its 
purpose was to plot the destruction of Hitler's war machine through spectacular 
acts of sabotage. 
The guerrilla campaign that followed was to prove every bit as extraordinary as 
the six gentlemen who directed it. Winston Churchill selected them because they 
were wildly creative and thoroughly ungentlemanly. One of them, Cecil Clarke, 
was a maverick engineer who had spent the 1930s inventing futuristic caravans. 
Now, his talents were put to more devious use: he built the dirty bomb used to 
assassinate Hitler's favourite, Reinhard Heydrich. Another member of the team, 
William Fairbairn, was a portly pensioner with an unusual passion: he was the 
world's leading expert in silent killing. He was hired to train the guerrillas being 
parachuted behind enemy lines. 
Led by dapper Scotsman Colin Gubbins, these men - along with three others - 
formed a secret inner circle that planned the most audacious sabotage attacks of 
the Second World War. Winston Churchill called it his Ministry of Ungentlemanly 
Warfare. The six 'ministers', aided by a group of formidable ladies, were so 
effective that they single-handedly changed the course of the war. 

Told with Giles Milton's trademark verve and eye for detail, The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare is thoroughly 
researched and based on hitherto unknown archival material. It is a gripping and vivid narrative of adventure and 
derring-do and is also, perhaps, the last great untold story of the Second World War.      This title will be released on 
February 23, 2017.  

The Special Operations Executive (SOE) was formed following Cabinet approval by the Minister of Economic 
Warfare Hugh Dalton on 22 July 1940, to conduct espionage, sabotage and reconnaissance in occupied Europe (and 

later, in occupied Southeast Asia also) against the Axis powers, and to aid local resistance movements.                  3 



2016 – A Casualty Free Year, just! 
For the first time since 1968 the MOD have reported no operational casualties in the last calendar year. All the 
sadder then to report that at the start of 2017 2LANC have forwarded the following message: 
It is with great sadness that we confirm the death of Lance Corporal Scott Hetherington of the 2nd Battalion.  He 
died in Iraq on Monday 2 January 2017, following an incident at Camp Taji, north of Baghdad, in Iraq. He was a 
member of Blenheim Company and a Vehicle Commander in the Force Protection Platoon. 
The Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Rob Singleton, said: 
Lance Corporal Scott Hetherington was a superb soldier and a first class leader. Utterly professional and talented, he 
was full of character, fun and his enthusiasm was infectious. The Battalion has lost a huge talent and a real character. 
He will be missed dearly and we will never forget him. Our hearts go out to his parents, his siblings, his girlfriend and 
his young daughter. They are in all of our thoughts. 
Lance Corporal Lynch, Force Protection Platoon, Blenheim Company, said: 
'Snowball' was a top bloke. You could always count on him to have a laugh, and he always had an answer for 
everything. He was such a big character. He will be greatly missed by the whole Battalion. 
Our thoughts are with Lance Corporal Hetherington's family, friends and colleagues. An investigation has started into 
the circumstances surrounding this tragic incident. 
LMHG join the Regiment in sending our thoughts and condolences to the family of Lance Corporal Hetherington. 
 

Defence Strategy Adjustments ’17 (Army) 
Regimental Secretary Col Chris Owen has provided this insightful look at current strategic thinking into Force 
Structure adjustments. 
 'The Army is refining its force structure to deliver the capabilities set out in the SDSR 2015 to modernise the Army’s 
ability to fight at divisional level. The SDSR 2015 significantly increased the readiness levels required, underpinned by 
investment in new capability and a war-fighting division as part of Joint Force 2025. It introduced the innovative 
Strike brigades, based on the new AJAX vehicle family and the development of Specialised Infantry battalions, re-
configured to provide an increased contribution to countering terrorism and building stability overseas. 
The refinements to the Army will take place during the life of this Parliament. These have been aligned with the 
“Better Defence Estate” strategy announced in November. We will continue to sustain a regular Army of 82,000, a 
whole force of 112,000 regular and reserve troops and the Army’s footprint in the devolved nations. All existing 
regimental cap badges will be retained. Large parts of the Army will be unaffected but it will involve some units 
changing their role, equipment or location. 
A modernised division will be centred on the 3rd (UK) Division, organised with four brigades, two armoured infantry 
and two Strike, rather than three Armoured infantry as now. A significant uplift in capability, it will hold one of each 
at high readiness, rather than the current single armoured infantry brigade. From this, in times of crisis, the Army will 
be able to deploy a credible division of three brigades. To develop and transition to this new posture, in 2017 the 
Army will launch a Strike Experimentation Group in Warminster, ensuring that the first new Strike Brigade will be 
formed by 2020. 
In 2017 the Army will also create the first two new Specialised Infantry battalions to pioneer this new capability. A 
new Group headquarters for the units will be established, initially based in York alongside the 1st (UK) Division of 
which the Group will be part, before moving to Aldershot by 2020. To reinforce this capability the Army plans to 
create two further Specialised Infantry battalions by 2019. They will conduct defence engagement and capacity 
building, providing training, assistance, advice and mentoring to our partners. 
As part of our continued investment in the Army Reserve we will build on the success of the Future Reserves 2020 
plan. We will optimise reserve structures, embed the successful pairing of regular and reserve units and increase the 
number of reserve combat units supporting the division. As a result two new reserve infantry battalions will be 
created from 2017. A new reserve Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) regiment will also be created. 
A summary of the Army units most affected is described follows 
Strike Brigade 
The first Strike Brigade will operate from Catterick and Salisbury Plain composed of the Household Cavalry Regiment, 
The King’s Royal Hussars, the 1st Battalion Scots Guards and The Highlanders, 4th Batt The Royal Regiment of 
Scotland. A number of Royal Logistic Corps (RLC) and Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineer (REME) units will be 
allocated to provide close logistic support, beginning with 1 Regiment RLC and 1 Close Support Battalion REME. 
Specialised Infantry Battalions 
In 2017 the Army will also create the first two new Specialised Infantry battalions to pioneer this new capability. 
These units will be The Royal Scots Borderers, 1st Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland and 4th Battalion The 
Rifles, the former relocating to Aldershot from Belfast by 2019. A new Group headquarters for the units will be 
established, initially based in York alongside the 1st(UK) Division of which the Group will be part, before moving to 

Aldershot by 2020. To reinforce this capability the Army will create two further Specialised Infantry battalions by    4 



2019. These units will be the 2nd Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment and the 2nd Battalion The Duke of 
Lancaster’s Regiment both joining the group in Aldershot by 2020. 
Renaming of administrative structures 
The introduction of the Specialised Infantry capability will mean some re-organisation of the infantry divisional 
structure from seven to six divisions. The Scottish and The Prince of Wales’s Administrative Divisions of Infantry will 
merge, incorporating The Royal Regiment of Scotland, The Royal Welsh Regiment and The Royal Irish Regiment. This 
administrative division will be called The Scottish, Welsh and Irish Division. The Mercian Regiment from the Prince of 
Wales’s Division will join with the King’s Division. Army administrative divisions of infantry are the groupings within 
which the Army manages its infantry soldiers and officers to give them the necessary broad spread of relevant career 
experience from across a number of different units and activities. They have no operational role. There will be no 
changes to the names or regimental construct of The Royal Regiment of Scotland, The Mercian Regiment, The Royal 
Welsh Regiment, or The Royal Irish Regiment as a result of these administrative changes. 
Support 
The changes announced will require adjustments in some supporting and enabling elements of the Army. HQ 102 
Logistic Brigade, 32ndRegiment Royal Artillery, 35 Engineer Regiment, Headquarters 64 Works Group Royal Engineers, 
2 Medical Regiment, Headquarters 4thRegiment Royal Military Police, 33 Field Hospital and 104, 105 and 106 
Battalions of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers reserve will be rationalised, with all manpower in those 
units being redeployed to other areas of the Army in its refined structure. 
Army Reserves 
As part of our continued investment in the Army Reserve we will build on the success of the Future Reserves 2020 
plan. We will optimise reserve structures to better support the modernised division, embed the successful pairing of 
regular and reserve units and increase the number of reserve combat units supporting the division. As a result, two 
new reserve infantry battalions will be created from 2017. These are 4th Battalion The Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment and 8th Battalion The Rifles. A new reserve Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) regiment will also be 
created.' 
Summary of changes impacting the North West from the RFCA are: 
• 2 LANCS (regular regiment) should expect to relocate from BLACKPOOL to Aldershot, re-designate as a Specialised 
Infantry and re-subordinate to the Specialised Infantry Group in 2019 
• 1 LANCS (regular regiment) should relocate from EPISKOPI to CHESTER in 2018 as part of the Kings Cyprus RIB 
roulement, and to EPISKOPI in 2022 in order for CHESTER to be disposed of 
• 2 MERCIAN (regular regiment) should relocate from CHESTER to EPISKOPI in 2018 as part of the Kings Cyprus RIB.  
The battalion should relocate to BLACKPOOL on completion of their roulement 
• 3 Med Regt (hybrid regiment) should re-designate as a mechanised medical regiment and re-subordinate to 2 Med 
Bde in 2019 to support a STRIKE brigade.  The regiment should relocate from PRESTON to CATTERICK in 2022 
• 103 Regt RA should pair with a CS gun regiment supporting STRIKE 
• 75 Engr Regt RE as a support engineer regiment should designate to Close Support in order to provide regeneration 
and reconstitution to the Armd and STRIKE CS engineer regiments.  It will increase from 2 to 4 x sub units in 2018.  
RHQ remains in WARRINGTON 
• 101 Bn REME should be formed to conduct off-platform repair (OPR) and should provide force-driving support for 
war-fighting at scale.  It will consist of 4 existing REME companies – this includes 125 Fd Coy in LIVERPOOL 
• 4 LANCS will remain a reserve Lt Inf Bn and the coy based in LIVERPOOL (A Coy) - which was originally to be 
withdrawn from the Army’s Order of Battle under A2020 remains.  The MG Pl in BURY will re-subordinate to 5 RRF 
• 4 MERCIAN  will remain a reserve Lt Inf Bn and the coy based in WIDNES (B Coy) -  which was originally to be 
withdrawn from the Army’s Order of Battle under A2020 - will remain.                                                                    
 

The Bear Resurgent? 
Since reclaiming the Crimea from the Ukraine with little real diplomatic 
opposition from the West, President Putin appears emboldened to push 
harder for a permanent warm water port in the Mediterranean. The 
weakness of the EU following the refugee and Euro crisis, with the 
unexpected outcome of the UK Referendum combined with the Trump 
campaign to secure the Presidency, have allowed Russia to sieze the 
initiative and provided the Assad regime with every chance of remaining 
in power in Syria. Unless swift diplomatic action follows from the USA 
following the inauguration, it is more than possible that Russia’s reward 
for her support to Syria, will be a permanent naval facility in Tartus 
supported by a Russian air supply base. Has President Obama left a vacuum that will remain and what will that mean 
for the Middle East? Only time will tell, and the UK appears to have no appetite to contribute to a strong response 

from the West in the current diplomatic climate.                                                                                                                        5  
 



Too Few Warships in the Fleet 
The Royal Navy has a “woefully low" number of warships, which could leave Britain vulnerable to future threats, MPs 
have warned. The number of frigates and destroyers is "way below" what is needed and could fall further to 
"completely unacceptable levels unless the Ministry of Defence quickly presses on with its ship building 
programme”. The Commons defence committee says it has "serious concerns" about the funding and timetable of 
plans to modernise the ageing fleet. The Navy’s 13 Type 23 frigates are due to begin retiring at the rate of one a year 
from 2023, but the MoD has yet to agree a deal to replace them with the new Type 26 and Type 31 designs. In total 
the Royal Navy has 13 frigates and six destroyers, down from a combined fleet of 33 in 2000. 

MPs also sharply criticised the MoD for the "extraordinary mistakes" 
in the design of Type 45 destroyers after it emerged they had faulty 
engines and  will need costly refits. The MPs’ report, called 
‘Restoring the Fleet’, said it was an "inexcusable failing“’ that they 
had not been designed to operate in hot regions such as the Gulf. 
Julian Lewis, the committee chairman, said: “For decades, the 

numbers of Royal Navy escort vessels have been severely in decline. "The fleet is now way below the critical mass 
required for the many tasks which could confront it, if the international scene continues to deteriorate. "What 
remains of our surface fleet now faces a prolonged period of uncertainty, as the frigate class is replaced in its 
entirety and all our destroyers undergo urgent, major remedial work on their unreliable engines? 
The committee said that dropping below the current 19 ships even for a short time would be "completely 
unacceptable" and leave the UK lacking the maritime strength to deal with the threats it faces from countries such as 
Russia. "As an island nation, the importance of the Royal Navy to UK defence must not be underestimated the 
Committee added. 
“Our starting point in this report is our conviction that the current number of frigates, destroyers and personnel 
inadequately reflects the potential  threats and vulnerabilities facing the UK and its interests overseas. MPs said the 
delays seemed to be caused by a lack of money.  Their report comes only days after it was disclosed that warships 
will be left without anti-ship missiles and be forced to rely on naval guns because of cost- cutting. The Navy’s 
Harpoon missiles will retire from the fleet’s frigates and destroyers in 2018 without a replacement, while there will 
also be a two-year gap without helicopter-launched anti-shipping missiles. 
An MoD spokesman said: "We are investing in a growing Royal Navy building two aircraft carriers, the new Type 26 
Global Combat Ship, Dreadnought and Astute class submarine and offshore patrol vessels. "We are also developing a 
new class of Lighter General Purpose Frigates that by the 2030s we can grow the size of the fleet." 
 
In late November the Royal Navy was forced to fire flares at a Spanish research vessel after it strayed into British 
Gibraltar territorrial waters. HMS Sabre gave the warning to Angeles Alvarino after attempts to contact it by radio 
failed. The research vessel, which is investigating the geological risks to the seabed, left British waters after the flares 
were fired. 
 
By Ben Farmer 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT Daily Telegraph 

 

(H.M.S.) Audacious 
The fourth Astute Class submarine was officially named 
in Barrow-in-Furness at the BAe Systems shipyard on 
Friday 16th December. Lady Jones, the wife of Admiral Sir 
Philip Jones, the  First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff, 
smashed a bottle of local beer against her hull to mark 
the occasion. The launch is planned for 2017. 

Audacious will eventually join HMS Astute, Ambush and 
Artful, whose nuclear reactors will not need to be 
refuelled during the boats’ 25-year service. These 
submarines can purify water and air, and will be able to 
circumnavigate the planet without surfacing. However, 
they will only carry three months' supply of food for 98 
officers and ratings. The original budget was £1,279m but 
by 2015 this had risen to £1,492m. 

6 



Behind the Walls 
An unusual, and for many unexpected, era in Lancaster’s 
fading wartime history is hidden behind the walls of a 
factory in the city.  What is now the Standfast & 
Barracks fabric printing company in Caton Road once 
housed soldiers and prisoners during the Great War. 
This and other fascinating aspects of the building 
inspired the first project by Mirador, a Lancaster-based 
arts and heritage company. On November 26th visitors 
had a unique chance to tour inside the Standfast & 
Barracks building and see the Behind The Wall project 
underway during an open day. Free tours of the factory, 
where raw cloth is transformed into stunning designer 
fabric, took place from 10.30am-3pm. 
There was also a mini-exhibition of work by the Behind The Wall artists, the company’s current designs and products 
and a display reflecting the wartime history. 
When the First World War began, the Caton Road building was a disused wagon works which became a barracks for 
newly recruited local soldiers training to go to the front line in France. One of the most poignant pieces of film from 
this time shows the men marching down Caton Road towards Lancaster Railway Station to embark on their journey 
to the trenches. Once vacated by the territorial soldiers of the 5th Battalion on 14th August 1914, the former 
Carriage and Wagon Works became available for the important war purpose of being a prisoner of war camp. 
The Lancaster Guardian of August 1914 reported on the building being prepared for the reception of German 
prisoners, those who had been detained by the authorities and not allowed to return to Germany. 
ln a further report entitled ‘Alien Prisoners in Lancaster’, the paper announced the arrival of the first German and 
Austrian prisoners. “Further batches of prisoners have been brought during the week, a delivery of 100 men bringing 
up the total under detention to about 380. “Many of them are seamen, who have been unable to return to their own 
countries. The strictest precautions are taken to prevent escape or communication with the outside world.” 
A company of the 3rd Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers (Special Reserves) arrived on Thursday 20th August to take 
charge of the prisoners and among the guards was author Robert Graves, who wrote about his experiences there in 
his autobiography Goodbye To All That. He described the camp as a dirty, draughty place, littered with old scrap 
metal and guarded by high barbed-wire fences. Barbed wire was freely used around the walls of the building, and 
the railway enabled trains to go straight to the works. 
By the time Graves arrived, the camp was already home to 3,000 prisoners with more crowding in daily including 
seamen arrested on German vessels in Liverpool, waiters from large Northern hotels, an odd German band or two, 
Harmless  German commercial travellers and shopkeepers. “The prisoners resented being interned, particularly 
family men who had lived at peace in England for many years. 
By October the Royal Welsh Fusiliers had been replaced by men of the National Reserve, many of whom were from 
the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment, but too old for active service. 
“The one comfort we could offer them was: ‘You are safer inside than out’ For anti-German feeling had begun to run 
high,” he wrote. The local community did rally round to support the soldiers at the camp though. The Lancaster 
Guardian launched a Christmas appeal encouraging readers to send in knitwear and Christmas puddings. 
It was planned to present a piano to relieve the monotony of their duties. Other evidence of entertainment at the 
camp included news reports of German prisoners of war in Lancaster being keen on dancing and having a German 
band playing music. There was a temporary theatre too with entertainment by prisoner-artistes including acrobatic 
troupes, jugglers and comedians.  
The Caton Road internment camp remained until about 1916 when prisoners were moved to a permanent camp at 
Lancaster Castle, where among the inmates was Joseph Pilates, who is thought to have invented his famous form of 
exercise while confined there.  
Recently Lancaster City Museum acquired two auction lots (including these bone carvings) that relate to civilian 
Prisoners of War being kept in Lancaster between 1914 and 1915. The addition of these items to the collection is 
timely given the Centenary period and the items are already on temporary display upstairs in the museum. The first 
acquisition was a carved bone that reads '1914 Lancaster 1915'. There is a tradition of prisoners carving bones, 
primarily to alleviate boredom, notably Napoleonic prisoners of war. This bone is a fine example of those carved 
during internment in Lancaster. It has a rose on one side and is also decorated with a wall pattern at the bottom and  
chain motif at the top. The use of the chain motif is at present thought to be a unique decoration compared to other 
bones in the collection both here and on the Isle of Man. As this bone is dated 1914 it means it is one of the earliest 
bones produced by prisoners of war during WWI.                   

                                                                                                          7 



The second group of items acquired are a group of 18 drawings and cartoons by Adolph Ernest Jean von du Stratton 
who was initially interred at Lancaster. Many of the drawings are signed and dated 'Lancaster 1915', with a few being 

noted as being done on the Isle of 
Man. The cartoon above seems to 
show an internee all packed and ready 
to depart for the Isle of Man. The 
drawings give an insight in to camp life 
and many show Von du Stratton's 
humorous observations of his fellow 
internees. 
Von de Stratton was a ship's steward 
who was arrested on the R.M.S. Arabic 
on 16th August 1914 and then 

transferred to Lancaster. He was transferred to Camp 4 at Knockaloe which was the largest camp on the Isle of Man 
at some point in 1915 or possibly 1916. He died at Knockaloe on 23rd November 1918 from heart failure and 
pneumonia. Initially buried on the Isle of Man, Von du Stratton was moved in 1962 to the German cemetery at 
Cannock Chase. 
 

Betrayal of our Soldiers Continues 
Two former soldiers are being prosecuted for the murder of an IRA 
commander in Northern Ireland 44 years ago, in a case that has sparked 
widespread outrage over the hounding of veterans. In the first case of 
its kind, the two ex-paratroopers, both in their 60s, have been told they 
will be charged with killing  Joe McCann, a senior IRA Official. 
The case raises the prospect of dozens more British troops who served 
in Northern Ireland being charged, amid claims prosecutions are 
politically motivated revenge for the deaths of IRA ” terrorists as long as 
five decades ago.  There is also a growing furore over the "witch hunt" 
against British troops who served in Iraq and Afghanistan. Thousands of 
troops have been investigated at a cost of tens of millions of pounds 
over historic allegations of abuse, including murder and torture in Iraq. 
Hundreds more are also being investigated in Afghanistan. 
McCann, who was 24 when he died in April 1972, has been accused of 
the murder of at least one British soldier and the attempted 
assassination of a leading politician - cases for which no one ever stood 
trial. His death, as he attempted to flee a security checkpoint, sparked 
days of rioting and the murders of three more British soldiers by the IRA 
in revenge. The two veterans who can be identified only as Soldier A, 
aged 67, and Soldier C, 65 had previously been assured by police they 
would not face prosecution. They have a sense of betrayal at the 
decision to prosecute. 
Their lawyer, Philip Barden, of Devonshires Solicitors, speaking on their 
behalf, said: "Soldiers A and C are outraged and appalled by this 
betrayal. “This is no way to treat those who serve our country. We will 
fight the charges through the courts as that is what we must do." The 
men, one of them a grandfather now living in Hampshire, have been left 
"distraught" and "extremely angry". The daughter of the British soldier 
alleged to have been shot and killed by McCann in 1971 said she was 
appalled the two veterans were being pursued. Anna-Marie Bankier, 
who was one when her father, Corporal Robert Bankier, was shot and 
killed, told The Daily Telegraph: "It is diabolical. Joe McCann killed my 
father and I am sure it wasn’t just my dad he killed. It is outrageous these men are being prosecuted for doing their 
job 44 years ago?”  
Is this a politically motivated prosecution by Barra McGrory, DPP in Northern Ireland? This is the same man that has 
previously represented the likes of Gerry Adams and Martin McGuiness and the decision seems to smack of 
incredible hypocrisy. In the context of the ‘comfort letters’ sent to IRA suspects to seal the Northern Ireland peace 
agreement there are clear double standards being applied to the participants of the Ulster conflict and this 
Government should do more to clear up the anomoulous unfairness of this unnacceptable situation.  

Based on detail from Robert Mendick and the Daily Telegraph                                                                                              8 

THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME 

Haunting pictures flick through my mind 
Like an artist painting death. 
Screaming shells and mustard gas 
Burning a mans last breath. 
 

Shattered bodies in no mans land 
Terror struck hung on barbed wire 
Hearing nothing now in the fighting fields, 
No chatter of machine gun fire. 
 

Mist covered graves scar landscape miles 
Raindrops and tears in the mud 
Remember the hearts of soldiers here 
Like ghosts in a trench of blood. 
 

The best of men afraid and frightened 
141 days of The Somme 
Millions killed a generation gone 
At the end of World War One. 
 

Now Poppies grow were nothing lived 
Sacrificial petals of red 
Please take a moment to reflect a while 
As you live, remember the dead. 
 

Written by Steve Fairclough, who was the 
Recommissioned Learning Coordinator. 
This poem was inspired by and collected 
from writings by Moorside, Sandylands and 
Ellel St John's Primary Schools as part of the  
Recommissioned Learning Programme 
carried out during the Centenary period of 
the Battle of the Somme in 2016. 
 



Ministry of Defence is selling 91 military sites 
The Government is to sell off almost a tenth of its defence sites worth up to £1bn by 2040, with the estate currently 
too large and costly to maintain, the Defence Secretary has told MPs. Michael Fallon said the MOD now plans to 
dispose of 56 more defence sites, in addition to the 35 sites which it had previously announced. The MOD owns 
around 1,000 sites in total, 91 of which will be sold off. 
Eight of the sites to be sold are in Scotland, including Fort George, an 18th-century fort which currently 
accommodates soldiers from the Black Watch Three will also close in Wales and three in Northern Ireland, with the 
rest in England, including two barracks in York. More than 32,500 acres of excess defence land is being released, 
including ten surplus airfields and five golf courses. Fallon said the government hoped to raise £1bn from the sale of 
the land and save £140m a year in maintenance costs, while releasing enough land to build 55,000 homes. 
The current defence estate makes up 2% of the UK land mass – or an area three times the size of Greater London – 
and needs to adapt to changing needs. The estate costs £2.5bn a year to maintain, and 40% of our built assets are 
more than 50 years old. These often fail to meet the needs of our armed forces and their families. 
Fallon said the MoD’s choice of sites was based on military advice on the best use of resources and how military 
families could be better looked after, in locations with more job opportunities for spouses. 
 
If there’s ever a silver lining to a public spending cut, it could be in this week’s news that the Ministry of Defence is 
selling off sites that may create 55,000 houses and flats. Good news, because one man’s redundant military building 
is, literally, another man’s home. Turning no-longer-useful public buildings into homes is not a new trend. MoD sell 
offs in recent years have coincided with a new wave of respect for our Armed Forces, influenced by US attitudes and 
the launch by Prince Harry of the Invictus Games. The result is that the quality of the homes carved from old military 
properties is often spectacularly high.   
"There’s an emotional attachment to a military building - it’s a civic pride you don’t get with an office block," says 
Andrew E Bullivant of estate agency Atwell Martin. "Homes made from a naval dockyard, for example, must have a 
nod to the past and be treated sympathetically.” 
One high profile scheme is Royal William Yard, a complex of handsome waterside buildings built in the early 19th 
century as a victualling centre to prepare food and rum for sailors. The buildings’ transformation by quirky developer 
Urban Splash into 200 high-end flats - the last one sold 18 months ago - has been so well-regarded that the project 
was named Development of the Decade by industry journal Property Week. The homes are strikingly modern and 
comfortable inside while retaining thick stone walls, cast-iron pillars, ships’ timber beams, arched windows and 
cantilevered staircases - a blend of naval history and contemporary style that sums up the appeal of military 
buildings. There is more to come in this maritime city at Millfields, a newly converted ex—naval hospital that treated 
the wounded from Trafalgar to the Falklands. A nearby marines’ barracks is also to be converted soon. 
"Military buildings have unique histories but also unusual shapes and sizes, making them more distinctive than 
converted schools, offices or warehouses," says James Morrison, a buying agent in Portsmouth and Southampton.  
A case in point is the eight-bedroom home created from Fort Redoubt, a one-time defence base on the Isle of Wight, 
for sale for £3 million. It comes with a one bedroom holiday cottage and three acres of land, but the unique features 
are the accompanying moats, ramparts, tunnels, barracks, gun emplacements and helicopter landing pad. 
Not all MoD sites are so unusual, which may be just as well given that the country’s housing crisis needs thousands of 
homes, not just unique fortresses. Well over 100 RAF bases have closed since the Second World War. 
In the Forties and Fifties, some became motor racing circuits - Silverstone, Thruxton and Castle Combe are still tracks 
today but recent closures have invariably led to substantial housing schemes, taking advantage of the presence of 
utilities, foundations and surrounding roads. RAF Upper Heyford in Oxfordshire, which hosted US Air Force aircraft 
during the first Gulf War and was closed in 1994, now has planning consent for 2,100 homes to be completed by 
2031. There are also plans for 1,300 new homes on the former RAF Uxbridge site that was shut in 2010 - famous for 
being the location where Winston Churchill said in 1940 that “never was so much owed by so many to so few". 
The chance to live with a rather more stylish piece of Churchillian military history exists in central London’s Trafalgar 
Square where Admiralty Arch – Sir Winston’s official residence when he was First Lord of the Admiralty is being 
redeveloped. Among the apartments being created is one for sale at £15O million - believed to be the most 
expensive apartment ever put on the market in London (admiraltyarch.co.uk). 
If your budget is not so large — Admiralty Arch would incur at least £19 million in stamp duty alone — you can still 
benefit from some military history turned into homes. More modest MoD sales recently announced include Airport 
House, a Hampshire manor house with gardens designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, and RAF Henlow in Bedfordshire, 
where Second World War Hawker Hurricanes used to be assembled.  
For those who mourn Britain’s declining military might, such disposals may be sad, but for many thousands these will 
become homes fit for, and certainly inspired by, heroes. 
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Let’s hear it for the Ladies  

Lieutenant Colonel Lucy Giles - For the first time in its history New College at Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst (RMAS) has a woman at the helm, responsible for the delivery of 

two thirds of the regular commissioning course preparing the young British 

Army officers for their first commands in their chosen regiments. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lucy Giles’s 24-year military career has come full circle 
having commissioned into the Royal Logistic Corps (RLC) from the Camberley-
based academy’s last female full company of officers in August 1992. It is a role 
46-year-old Lucy feels very privileged to hold. 
“I have to pinch myself really,” says Lucy. “Because, it’s an enormous privilege 
to be in this unique position, not only as the first female in 110 years to be at 
this academy in this role, but more importantly to have an opportunity to 
shape and influence the future leaders of our army.” 
Well done to Lieutenant Colonel Lucy Giles, winner of the Women in Defence 
Inspirational Award and Woman of the Year!  
Congratulations to Inspirational Award and Woman of the Year winner, 
Lieutenant Colonel Lucy Giles. The first female commander of a College at The 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, Lucy has been in the British Army for 25 

years and has served on operations in Sierra Leone, East Timor, Bosnia, Iraq, Northern Ireland and Afghanistan. 

 

Michelle Suzanne Claire "Chuck" Norris MC, RAMC Is a British medic noted for heroism in the 2003 Iraq 

conflict. She was the first woman to be awarded the Military Cross, while attached to The Princess of Wales's Royal 
Regiment in Iraq. Norris was awarded her medal personally by Queen Elizabeth II on 21 March 2007 as the result of 
her actions in Iraq on 11 June 2006. 
To this day she remains modest: a 5ft tall slip of a girl, and 
yet one so courageous that she has become the first female 
officer to win the Military Cross. 
Pte Michelle "Chuck" Norris, 19, had only recently 
completed her Army training when she braved heavy sniper 
fire to climb on top of a Warrior armoured vehicle to haul 
her sergeant to safety after he was wounded in the head. 
One bullet from an AK47 rifle ripped through her rucksack as 
she came under fire from five different positions. But she 
refused to let go of Colour Sgt Ian Page, dragging him to 
safety and then jokingly referring to him as "Dad" as they 
and their comrades waited in the darkness for a rescue 
helicopter. 
 
The full citation: 
"At just 19 years of age and having only recently completed basic training, Private Michelle Norris was deployed as a 
medical orderly with The Queen's Royal Hussars Battle Group in Al Amarah, Southern Iraq. 11 June 2006 saw the 
largest and most intense battle in Iraq since 2004. A search operation in Al Amarah turned into a war fighting 
engagement when her Company Group came under heavy, accurate and sustained attack from a well organised 
enemy force of over 200. 
"During the heaviest of the fighting the company commander's group came under accurate sniper fire and the 
commander of the Warrior carrying Private Norris was shot in the face and seriously injured. Private Norris realised 
the severity of the situation immediately and without thought or care for her own personal safety, she dismounted 
and climbed onto the top of the Warrior to administer life saving first aid to the casualty. On seeing her on the top of 
the Warrior the sniper opened fire again, firing a further three rounds at her, one hitting the radio mounted on the 
side of the turret inches from her leg. Despite this she continued to administer first aid through the commander's 
hatch to the casualty until the gunner pulled her into the turret for her own safety. 
"Despite the very real risks from sniper fire, heavy small arms fire and rocket propelled grenade she deliberately 
ignored the danger to her own life in order to administer live saving first aid to the commander of the vehicle. 
Private Norris's actions on 11 June were extremely courageous and outstandingly brave and have rightly earned her 
the Military Cross for actions to save the life of a comrade when under fire." 
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Able Seaman Kate Nesbitt RN M.C. from Whitleigh in Plymouth,    a former Royal Marine colour 

sergeant who served for 22 years, and two of her brothers are also in the armed forces. She is just 5 ft 0 in tall and 
joined the Royal Navy in 2005 following a Military Pre-hospital Emergency Care course. After medical training, she 
served at the Commando Training Centre in Lympstone, then aboard the 
Type 42 destroyer HMS Nottingham before deployment to Afghanistan 
for six months between October 2008 and March 2009. Nesbitt was 
a Medical Assistant attached to 3 Commando Brigade, working in close 
support of C Company, 1st Battalion The Rifles.   
For her performance in the Afghanistan tour, including during an 
ambush on 12 March 2009, Nesbitt (then aged 21) became the first 
female member of the Royal Navy, and the second woman in the British 
Armed Forces, to be awarded the Military Cross. Nesbitt is also the first 
member of the Royal Navy below Warrant Officer rank to be awarded 
the Military Cross.Nesbit is also the first member of the Royal Navy to 
receive the MC since the Second World War (and possibly since the First 
World War). 
Taliban ambush 
On 12 March 2009, while under fire from Taliban forces, Nesbitt 
administered emergency medical treatment which saved the life 
of L/Cpl John List, a 22-year-old soldier of 1st Battalion The Rifles.  On 
that day, List's unit was undertaking a five-day operation in Marjah 
district, Helmand Province, securing the area for the forthcoming Afghan 
elections. In the mid-afternoon, during a Taliban ambush and ensuing gun-battle, List was shot in the neck.  Nesbitt, 
on being informed by radio of a "man down" and the location, ran 60 to 70 metres under fire and found List 
struggling to breathe, as the bullet had gone through his top lip, ruptured his jaw and come out of his neck. She cut 
open a temporary airway and treated him for 45 minutes as rockets whizzed overhead and bullets thudded into the 
ground nearby during the attack near Lashkar Gah. During treatment they were subject to gun and rocket fire from 
the Taliban forces.  List said of the incident, "I felt the impact go through my jaw, and the next thing I knew I was on 
my back. I thought that was it. Kate appeared from nowhere, reassuring me everything would be ok". List was later 
airlifted to hospital by Merlin helicopter.  
Nesbitt was presented with her Military Cross by Prince Charles on 27 November 2009 at Buckingham 
Palace. Nesbitt's citation read: 
Nesbitt's actions throughout a series of offensive operations were exemplary; under fire and under pressure her 
commitment and courage were inspirational and made the difference between life and death. She performed in the 
highest traditions of her service.  
 

Corporal Sarah Bushbye M.C. The newlywed junior 

NCO, from Camperdown, North Tyneside, serves with 3 
Medical Regiment of the Royal Army Medical Corpsand 
recently became only the third woman in military history to 
receive the gallantry medal. 
With bullets whizzing through the air around her, Army medic 
Sarah Bushbye sprang into action to treat four soldiers 
severely injured in a suicide bomb attack in Afghanistan. 
Disregarding her own safety, she ignored the grave risk of 
roadside bombs and heavy gunfire to dash more than 
100metres across open ground to reach the fallen men. 
Tragically, the two British and two Afghan servicemen 
wounded when a Taliban bomber detonated himself at the 
vehicle checkpoint in Sangin, Helmand province, lost their 
fights for life despite her desperate efforts. 
The citation with the combat medical technician’s medal said 
she worked to help the casualties with ‘flagrant disregard for 
her own safety and displaying ‘extreme courage’. 
 

Following the successes of the service personnel on these two pages we can be certain that there has been the 
fullest possible integration of our female colleagues in uniform and salute them for their service and courage. Well 
done the ladies.                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Game of Spies by Paddy Ashdown 
 Paddy Ashdown is of course well known as a Royal Marine commando, 
diplomat in the Foreign Office, MP for Yeovil for eighteen years, leader of the 
Liberal Democrats for eleven years, our man in Bosnia Herzegovina etc, etc.  In 
‘retirement’ he has written some books, mostly historical, and ‘Game of Spies’ 
is his latest.  Written in collaboration with Sylvie Young, a French woman living 
in UK, this is a tale of the French resistance in the Bordeaux area. 
The book is mostly about three very different characters – one British, one 
French and one German.  The British one is Roger Landes, who was persuaded 
to become part of the Special Operations Executive (SOE), and his is a tale of 
remarkable skill, daring do and luck.  The German, Friedrich Dohse, of the 
Gestapo, was highly influential in the Bordeaux region and tried unsuccessfully 

to trap Roger Landes.  The Frenchman, Andre Grandclement, from a distinguished military family, was something of 
a fantasist who mistakenly thought he was able to shape events in the resistance movement.  Andre was the only 
one of the three who did not survive the war, as he was assassinated for treason: although doubts can be raised 
about whether or not it was treason. 
Paddy Ashdown and his collaborator, Sylvie Young, have done a huge amount of 
research on the three subjects and the French resistance.  At times the book moves 
at such a pace that you could be reading a gripping novel.  There is a huge ‘cast’of 
people (all with different real names, code names, aliases and nicknames) as well as 
a vast amount of villages and other place names. The authors, however, have made 
the book easy to understand with simple but explicit maps and a list of dramatis 
personae. 
Our agent, Roger Landes, born in 1916, was the son of a Jewish mother and father 
who lived in Paris but later came to London.  He was short, slender, unobtrusive and 
totally unprepossessing, which turned out to be ideal for his role as an agent.  By the 
time he had been trained he was also hard, uncompromising, focused, a saboteur 
and radio operator and, above all, confident of his ability to survive and endure. 
The Frenchman, Andre Grandclement, was born with everything.  Son of a French 
Admiral and heading for the military until a riding accident put paid to this, when he 
was declared unfit.  He was later entrusted with the leadership of the largest and 
most powerful Resistance movement in France; a job that he was not capable of 
handling.  He was vain, never finished one job before he started another; he was also indiscrete and not very security 
conscious.  His appointment as head of the resistance was good for his ego but his weakness was later responsible 
for the torture and death of many members of the resistance.  His later assassination is worth the read alone 
The third main character, Friedrich Dohse, a Nazi, who later joined the Gestapo, was sent to the Bordeaux region 
where, after a while, he was largely running the counter-espionage section.  He was unusual for a Gestapo officer in 
that he tried, with remarkable success, to turn the Resistance leaders over a lunch and a bottle of wine rather than 
by torture.  A very smooth operator, it was not long before he had the venal Grandclement giving him most of the 
details of the resistance, in return for their immunity.  Hence the charges of treason laid against him.  After the war 
Friedrich Dohse did receive a prison sentence for his part in the war and also published a book on his activities – he is 
believed to be the only Gestapo Officer to do so. 
The book follows the course of events in the larger Bordeaux area during the years 1942-1944.  It is a fascinating 
account and the interplay between the three main characters is absorbing.  The book gallops along furiously.  The 
author, however, highlights one particular aspect in the Resistance movement and that is a fundamental security 
problem – in an effort to keep everybody well informed the members of one cell would know what was happening in 
the other cells in France and who the other agents were.  This meant that once one man had been turned either by 
the Dohse/Grandclement immunity, or through torture, then a huge amount of information fell needlessly into the 
Gestapo hands.  Another weakness was that many resistance members were too keen on money, sex (it is France 
after all) or business opportunities; although this should not detract from the heroism or bravery of the majority. 
Paddy Ashdown acidly comments towards the end of the book about de Gaulle’s treatment of Roger Landes whom 
he cold shouldered. Landes, exhausted, ill and at the end of his tether was told to ‘leave France within twenty four 
hours’.   De Gaulle, an arch Anglophobe, wanted all the glory for the French. Landes returned to England sick and in 
poor condition and was diagnosed with a gall bladder complaint, which was removed.  Someone, probably from de 
Gaulle’s staff, did not believe he had left France and sent someone to the hospital to check on him!!! 
‘Game of Spies’, published by Collins in hardback at £20, is some 375 pages, including all the useful notes etc. at the 
front and back.  An excellent read and thoroughly recommended.  I hope Paddy Ashdown writes some more books 
about similar subjects as he makes the story better understood by seeing it from all sides. 
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Minutes of the LMHG Executive Committee Meeting held on Tue 10 Jan 17 at The Skerton Liberal Club. 
Present; J Lean(Chair), M Diss, B Jefferson, A Legge,  R Legge, A Sandham, L Scott, A Johnstone, A Taylor, R Jackson,  
C Jackman, P Dew (Sec).                                                                  Apologies; M Edmonds, P Elliott, A Bailey. 
1.Chairman’s Opening Remarks.  JL welcomed Robin Jackson and Charles Jackman to the meeting and asked them 
for a brief bio of their lives.  RJ mentioned his work as a GP, Reservist service, command of Camp Bastion hospital, 
advisor on veteran’s health and work as MO at Weeton.  CJ was an ex Regular with the RLC (as an ATO), commando 
service, recently MS to 42 Bde and interests of Army hockey and Roman history.   
JL proposed that they both be invited to join the Executive Committee.  This was carried unanimously.  JL also asked 
RJ if he would take over as Chairman when he retires, to which RJ agreed.  All appointments to be confirmed at the 
AGM. 
2. Minutes of the last Meeting of 13th September.  There were no amendments and the minutes were agreed and 
signed.  Matters arising. Nil 
3. Reports 
a. Treasurer.  BJ circulated a copy of the accounts, which showed a balancing figure of £5180.58p.  There was an 
outstanding bill (£179.40) for the Nov supper at Lancaster University otherwise the accounts were in a healthy state.  
b. Membership.  BJ said there was little change but Mike Brandwood and Comd Green had resigned. Prof Hughes 
has intimated his wish to join. 
c. Press Officer.  AS had articles accepted on the Carol Service, Maurice Denwood and the appointment of Roger 
Mace(LMHG member)to be the next Mayor. 
d. Newsletter. NL 65. Ready to go but BJ asked for earlier articles in future. BJ 
e. Archives. RL said the archives were up to date.  Catalogue lists to be in next NL and information now on digital 
copies. RL/BJ.  RL thanked by JL for his efforts. 
4. Past Events.  
a. Remembrance.  PD commented on both the 11 Nov Regimental service, which was the first outside Manchester 
and the 13 Nov City service, which was well attended. 
b. LMHG Carol Service. PD commented on the excellent turn out and thanked the Priory for their work in making it a 
success.  PD will chase up the collection figures.  CJ commented on the high standard of singing 
5.  Future Events. 
a.  Thu 26 Jan 17.  Skerton.  Prof Michael Hughes on the British involvement in Russia in WW1.  PD asked for 
numbers attending, which need boosting for this interesting talk.  All.  Buffet (£5ph) at 7pm for talk 7.45.  Any names 
to PD asp. 
b. Mar.  Dinner Night.  JL thought it unlikely to be held in March and suggested an autumn timing. If Frank Gardner 
not available PD suggested some alternative names – Ben Wallace, Paddy Ashdown, Tom Tughendhat, Prof Michael 
Hughes and possibly Tim Ripley.  CJ agreed to help ME and PD to effect liaison.  PD/ME/CJ 
c. Thu 27 April. Joint LMHG/Uni talk. Prof Eric Grove on the ‘Unrestricted U boat Campaign, 1917’.  University of 
Cumbria, 7pm. Details still TBC.  JL/BJ. 
d. Tue 9 May.  AGM.  Westfield, eats and talk on Mt Everest.  RA/PD. 
e.. 24 and 25 Jun.  Armed Forces Day.  Details see below. 
f. Sep/Oct.  Cadet Competition - if sponsor can be found.  RJ suggested an appproach to Dr AW.  RJ/ PD. 
g. 1 Oct.  The Morecambe Munitions Factory Explosion.  Details TBC. Lancaster College of Further Education to host. 
Dependent on City coverage of subject.  BJ/PD. 
h. Autumn.  Date, details  tbc. Prof Mark Connelly, ‘Contested Ground; the Ypres Salient’. Combined LMHG/Uni talk 
at University of Lancaster. 
i. Dec.  Date tbc.  Military Carol Service.  The Priory selected.  PD 
6. 24/25 Jun 17.  Armed Forces Day. 
JL thanked LS for her efforts for AFD.  LS gave an update; including the registration of our AFD on the internet, a 
meeting with the CEO to get more LCC involvement, the use of Lancaster Brass Band, letters to exhibitors etc etc.  
Further meetings on 19 Jan and 25 Feb will give more details for our next crucial Exec in March. The Morecambe day 
is making good progress under Tim Roberts.  LS asked for volunteers from the Exec to help with the running – JL, BJ, 
AS, RJ, AL, PD all volunteered.  Subject to agreement from Morecambe the raffle is to be a joint one.  LS.  RJ 
commented that as AFD was a national event LCC should take greater interest. 
7. Veterans Champion. 
LS gave an account of her work including meetings on veteran’s welfare, disabled facilities, attendance at the Battle 
of Britain service and the opening of a drop in centre for veterans in Morecambe.  JL expressed appreciation for her 
work. 
8. Any Other Business.  Matters raised included in paras above. 
9. Next Meeting. Tue 14 Mar17 at Skerton, 7pm.   
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LANCASTER MILITARY HERITAGE GROUP 
e-mail the editor at lmhg@live.com  

and view our website at www.lmhg.org 
Our local site for War Memorials in the Lancaster District 

www.lancasterwarmemorials.org.uk 

Search online for greatwarlancaster 
And now also on Facebook – search for Lancaster and Morecambe Armed Forces Day 

  

  

FOOTNOTE 
 

In May the Queen unveiled a new memorial to 
those who have died while serving with the 
Duke of Lancaster's Regiment. She laid a 
wreath at the Lion of England bronze statue at 
the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire after a service earlier. Since the 
regiment was set up in 2006, its soldiers have 
fought in Iraq and Afghanistan where 33 have 
died. The dedication service was attended by 
wounded veterans, Army personnel, families 
and friends. 

Remembrance Day in Lancaster was notable for the first visit of the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment to the 

Priory to commemorate this event. Since its formation the Regimental service has been held in Manchester and the 
City is fortunate to have been the first alternate venue chosen. The occasion was a private Regimental function and a 
number of LMHG members were in attendance. 
A good turn out was also seen for the British Legion led ceremony held on the steps of the City Museum in Market 
Square, which was filmed by BBC NW news while also attending to film the launch of the ‘Great War Lancaster’ 
project in the Library. (Details on page 2). 
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